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/The Dhaka school survives

- by Farcoque Chowdhury

YMBOLISING the existing

reality the Bailey Road-school -

in the capital city survives. The
credit goes to the hlohest court of law
of the land the government officials
standing by the school a pari of
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popr fanu ies, Lhe ‘weakest partof the™

the rarest stmfml io
-;gavc a smo]@ducatlonal institition
¢ history#df Bangladesh-shudent
attivism, Onthe opposne it was the’
_general Jpicture of Bangladesh student
ag.nmsm which aliy# od for wid-
ening §tdpe fof’{‘rﬁcatlou 1n socigty,
espemally for thp commoners, The.
history of Bangladesh smdont’eﬁ‘,“ﬁwsm
-is mainly the history of struggle fora "
education for the commoners, which,
in essence. is partgfdémocratic strug-
gle. But instance for struggle fo save a
single educational institution is rare.

“"The §trugBle hdd to begin althioiigh

the public face of the broader society
always speaks for widening scope

* .

: §OCiedy T{{‘@y had to face 4stronger
_ }, LIt w1t]1 money and rmh Q
ST dent cause —is 'zﬂmost nil in the his-

for education, It's a reality with con-
tradictory appearance. But, it's the
realitv.

The contradictory reality turns
stark within student activism. No stu-
dent organisation other than a single
one cane forward to join the struggle.
Actually it was a single student or-
bt took the initiative to
Toe Strugigle, 1t's difficult
Re rea nmhéther it was
thy % cothpelition for tfrf or the
e ondltlorﬁoﬁ the Bangladesh
s’m‘t{ tackivism. A deéper search
isifieeded to have a corTect answer.

lere wengert, , However, this is the reality.

Student activism is a natural
growtth in the soclety. No,provocation
is required there. Guagdians recently

.zﬁ?g mobilised to protest rises in tu-

tion fee, etc in a number of schools in
Dhaka and Chittagong: It was a new
“development, Slml example —
guardians taking initidtive on a stu-

tory of Bgngladesh stuffentactivism
sincé Y 9% Number and the extent of
L;.rdem;promlsations participation in

o ﬂm shmryilvetl guardians’ ,mobﬂlsa-

tion gire real questions. The reality is

_ now)gnown whatever the reason for

this nontor less- or late-participation
of student organisations is there.

A few more aspects related to the
" reality of student activism are also

here, which are not being mentioned
in this article. But a part of the reality
emerges. Probably, student activists
are studving the reality.

"THe survived school stands as a
symbol of other parts of the broader
socio-ecenomic reality also. Sym-

bolically. there was a competitidi *
hetween an interest not related to
the school and the school. [n other
words, it was a competition between
tmnsgressum of public sphere and
commoners” basic rights, or a push-
by profit-seeking-interest to devour-
comnioners’ right to knowledge. The
non-education interest'was bent on
widening its sphere while the school
just tried to survive, Inner core of
the school is the students from the
weaker part of the society. How long
shall they sustain? Can thev? An hon-
est position can provide the answer.
Even, an honest position can carry
forward the struggle for sustaining
the regained position of the school,
and provide answer to related ques-

tions. Is the position visible? Probably, -

it is visible to a lot, and not-visible s
to a few. But, the reality is filll with
sporadic initiatives, which ultimately
produces nothing other than anarchy
or strengthens an atmosphere with
little- or no-space for people.

The atmosphere gets strengthened
as pseudo-hero keeps on occupy-
ing own seat, exposed villain goes
unquestmncd shadow sepoy tiirns
dignified in the name of democracy,
political forces posing as non-political
factor sweat their foreheads io install
some other game of politics. A part of
MSM - main stream media ~- shows
the reality without the tinniest trace
of dignity. These are part of a bigger
game with a broader holy cealition,
which uphalds serious-iooking faces
without a single ray of dignity. It is
also a part of the political reality,
where cotunoners find no space and

voice while a group of inhpcent lo
ing elites defines democracy with an
ulterior design: in their pocket.

It turns difficult for student activism
to chart an appropriate path for carry-
ing on its tasks as it is prevailed either

" by those interests or by the culture of

the interests. Initiatives are taken; but .
sporadic, haphazard maves reach no-
where. The pattern serves prevailing in-
terests as pent up.sense of grievance is
safely avapordted as protesting young
mind ds burned out, as, in a planned
way, entergy is spent sporadma]ly‘vf

Hence, it is found (1) vital political
questions go unanswered and unana- ¥
lysed even in the camp that claims
to be pro-commoners, {2) essential
issues related to life are not discussed
and debated even by those claiming to
be with the commoners, (3) an envi-
ronment of superficial ideas is fanned
up. Student activism fails to get out
of this reality, and fails to join its con-
stituency. These bolster the situation,
and pregent a seemningly sterile reality.
This is a part of pohtlcal reality, where
only hefty interests prevail, This is the
rule until changed.

But, contrary position is also pres-
ent. The struggle to save the school
shows the contrary position: (1) stand-
ing for burning probleny, (2) close
connection to constituency, (3) cease-
less effort. The struggle for the school,
thus, stands as a symbol of promise:
progress is possible even within an
envirorinent overwhelmingly hOSt]lt‘

" to the conumoners.

Farpoque Chowdhury is & Dhaka- based
freelance writer.



