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DRIVATE UNIVERSITIES

‘Troubled’ univs prov1d

third of all deg
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NEARLY a third of all stu-
dents with Bachelors and

Masters from private univer-

sities receive their degrees
from institutions that have
been flagged by the govern-
ment for breaking different
miles, including running
outer campuses and being
mired in ownership conflict.

Some 16.602 students

umversﬂy students in 2013
graduated from nine univer-
sities the government later
‘tautioned’ students and
teachers from enrolling.

The universities in ques-
tion also appear to hand out

a dispropottionate number

of. degrees, since they made

up about a seventh of the to-*

tal number of private univer-
sities at 68 in 2013. Two of

the universities in question -

numberof degrees among |

private universities.

Leading  academicians
said many of the degrees
were ‘questionable.’

In 2012, the same uni-
versities provided degrees
to 12,780 studemts out of
49,180 from 60 universities.
In 2011, they gave graduate
and post-graduate degrees to
9,962 students out of a total
40,725 graduates from 52
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The universities in ques-
tion - International Jslami
University, BGC  Trust,
Southern  University  of
Bangladesh, operate outer
campuses — made illegal in
2007 —while Atish Dipankar
University of Science and
Technology, Prime  Uni-
versity, Darul Thsan Uni-

versity, Asian University,”

Dhaka International Uni-
versity and IBAIS Univer-

among its board of trustees.
In September 8, 2014,
UGC cautioned students
against enrolment at these
private universities who
were operating illegal outer
campuses, or tangled in dis-
pute over ownership, beside
three others unjversities
mired in other problems.
According to the UGC re-
port in 2013, Atish Dipankar
University of Science -and

out of a total 54, 160 prwata

actually pro\nde the ]ughest
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Technelogy provided the
highest number of private
uriversity degrees at 4,543,
Intemahonal Islami Uni-
tversity, Chittagong, second
thighest at 4,179, and Asian
[University of Bangladesh at
fifth with 2,410 degrees.

| Besides, Prime University

’i)rovided 1,756 degrees, Dha-.

"ka International University
+ provided 1,546 degrees, Darul

Thsan University provided'

802 degrees, IBAIS University
 provided 558 degrees, South-
ern Gniversity 522 degrees
~and BGC Trust University

, provided 256 degrees.

" WGC- mernbers, a former

UGC chairman and academ-
r ics said many private univer-
! sities were essentially ‘certifi-

cate-selhng’ msmutmns
#A UGC report sent td.

.the, parliamentary standing

committee | on education
ministry on’ June"ZB 2014
said that the education pro-
vided by some private uni;
versities were low in quality; \‘
while some of them' were"

simply ‘selling certificates:
"And a Transparency Interna-

tional Bangladesh study on'

_private universities in June

2014, claimed certificates
were illegally traded at.Tk
50,000t0 Tk 3lakh. - 4
BUET professor Moham-
mad Kavkobad said some of
the universities are engaged'”
in irregularites and tefmed
their degrees 'questionable’.
‘The questionable activi-
ties of some private univer-

sities are putting us in an

embarrassing situation. The -

government should take
necessary action to control
them, said, Association of
Non-Government Universi-

ties of Bangladesh president. -

Sheikh Kabir Hossain. _
Acting UGC. chairman
Mohammad = Mohabbat
Khan admitted the actmhes
of some private universities

‘were problématic but said

*UGC had limitations. It does

‘not have policing authority.’

The first private univer-

- ity was established in 1992

and currently thereé are 83
universities in Bangladesh.
-'The quahty of education
at 1010 12 is at a satisfactory
level while the rest are pro-
viding poor quality educa-

tion,’ said one UGC member.

‘From the start, there were
some universities that look
only for profit. They are not
interested in providing qual-
ity education. Some institu-
tions are now engaged in the
providing degrees in return
for money, which is unfortu-
naie. These universities do
not have adequate facilities,’
said former UGC chairman
Professor Nazrul Islam.

Naznl, Kabir and Kavkob-
ad all said that UGC should
strongly monitor the activi-
ties of these universities and
take action against thern.

A strong, higher educa-
tion commission is neces-
sary for proper monitoring
and remedial action,” said
the acting UGC chairman.
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