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BHABADAH WATER STAGNATION
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Children’s education
bears brunt

Tapos Kanti Das, back from
‘Bhabadah, Jessore

WATER stagnation for over
two months
heavy blow to children's
education in Bhabadah ar-
gas of Jessore, with many
still avoiding classes . as
they have to tread muddy
and submerged stretches of

tional institutions.

has dealt a’

“sha

start on November 1, will

bear the brunt of this nag-

ging water stagnation.
Monirampur's Hatgachha

Madhyapara  Government
Primary School Class V stu-

dent Tanmay Bairagi's first-
ever public exam PECE is
knocking at the door.

His Yast minute prepara-
tion has.beer badly affected

bedause of the mud

roads to reach tlheir educa-y a@}? House is still in a bad

Many students lost their
books or left their books and
other study materials at ma-
rooned houses while taking
shelter in others places and
streets, which virtually kept
them away from studies.

Schools started to reopen
in early October but many
students are yet to return
from their shelters and sub-
sequently take part in nor-
mal schooling, which will
have long-term impact on
the children's lives, gnard-
ians apprehended.

Moreover, many people
who were rendered jobless
by the water stagnation will
find it hard to continue the
studies of their children.

Exarminees of Primary Ed-
ucation Completibn, sched-
uled to begin on November
20, and Junior School Cer-
tificate exams, scheduled to

le bg{hind.bg&hewater that
receded recently. ¥ -

His father Dayal Bairagi
said he could not force Tan-
may for study in such a situ-
ation when living a decent
life is a challenge.

Tanmay’s fellows are also
facing more or less the same
situation. . ’

"We kept classes closed for
over a month since mid-Ate-
gust and have now resurmed
them, constructing bamboo
bridges from the nearby
road to the classrooms. At-
tendance is now around 50
per cent,’ said Bhadra Kanti
Biswas, headmaster of Hat-
gachha primary school.

.He added that exami-
nees of public exams would
be the worst victims of the
situation. ‘We are trying to
cover the loss by taking ex-
tra classes.’
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A total of 138 educational
institntions of Monirampur,
about 125 of Keshobpur and
75 of Abhaynagar in Jessore
became waterlogged since
mid-August when rain water
became stagnant as the sluice
gates at Bhabadah, a border-
ing point of Monirampur
in Jessore and Dumuria in
Khulna, could not flash out
the water logged in adjacent
27 beels of the three upazilas.

. As the beds of rivers —
Shree Hari and Muktesh-
wari — became higher than
the beds of adjacent beels
due to silting up, the stag-
nant water could not be
flashed out easily.

This year, about six lakh
people of the three upazilas
of Jssore became victims of
water stagnation, which has
been. a problem for locals
since early 90s.

SSC  examinee Tanwi
Biswas of Kulatia under
Monirampur had to leave
her home for two months to
take shelter at village Muk-
terpur, around 10 kilometer
from her house.

As the test examination
began on October 16, she
and her parents returned
home, which is still sur
rounded by water.

Her school, Kulatia Girls
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High School, is still sur-
rounded by water and they
have to use bambuoo-bridge
to go to school.
. ‘The environment was
not suitable for normal life,
let alone study,” Tanwi said,
As there is still - water
around our homesteads and
roads to many schools are still
under water at some points,

" parents are not allowing their

children to go to schools,” said
Golok Bairagi, a college teach-
or living ‘at village Hatgachha
in the upazila said.

He said that his cousin Jit
Bairagi, a Class III student of
their village's primary school,
was still not allowed to go to
school in fear of drowning.

The college teacher said
that many people in his area
were still on high roads and
places by erecting temporary
shanties while many village
roads were badly damaged
making the communications
quiite impossible.

Jessore deputy commis-
sioner Md Humavun Kabir
told New Age that educational
activities of the schools had al-
ready started in all the affected
areas and that the officials con-
cerned informed him that the
teachers were taking extra care
for the students to cover the

educational loss. /
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