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- The book "Public
‘Librarics in Great Britain and
Bangladesh” is the latest
addition to the scanty library
literature in - Bangladesh.
- According to.the author, "this
. was a thesis work complcted
~for the fulfilment of Master's
.degree in library science. Later
on, the work was re-written and

form.”

‘. This has madc the
work unique because this is the
~first ever thesis submitted to
the department of Library and
‘Information - science- for
Master's Degree in . Dhaka
‘University that -has -been.
'brought out as publication: for
the public. .

Public Libraries in

- Great Britain
and

Bangladesh

Rawshan Are’ Parvin

R The book contains

147 pages divided into ten
| whapters. The work begins with
| origins of the public library
concept, followed by the
| objective of the public library,
‘historical ' growth'»>and

‘with special cmphasis. on
library legislation, a
“comparative study  and
concluston | an-:i

" rccommendations.

- Each chaplcr is (ull of

citations where required. This
has given an air of authorily on

 the subject. Addition of two
appendices viz, ‘Dlrcctory of
public " libraries .in Great
Britain" and “Dlrcctnry of
: “public librarics in Bangladesh”
- frave made the book more
I informative and uscful.

The "public library”
is called peoplc’s university.
This is specially significant in
our - situation because of our

"high_percentage of illitcracy
and low percentage of
indigenous publications.

Litcracy cannot be -attained

- without books. Literacy too

‘cannot be sustained without
reading materials and reading
facilities being made available,

Apart from the high
pcrcentage of llllteracy.
majority of our literate
population end their schooling
just after learning the alphabets
at the primary lével. In most
cases, with the end of
schooling comes the end of

-reading and leaming. But the

schools do not teach all the

things which a man can learn
during one's life time.- -
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Britain and Bangladesh by human-  knowledge -is)

speed.that cven  doctors,
scicnlists, engineers, law},rcrs

their fields discover that within,
ten or fificen years they are at a!
serious dlsadvantage
professmnally and
~geconomically in compcmlnn

- with .recent graduates if they

have: nol -cnergetically and

-systcmanca]ly kept: thelr
“knowledge up-to-date thrﬁugh

continued reading. -
- So unless we can

reccived once when young but

"a persisient habit inculcated”
~.from ~ birth and practlscd

throughout life, unless we keep
alive our z¢al for continued
rcading with an adcquate supply
of reading maierials, there 18
every danger Lthat even our neo-

" Iiterates may soon rclapse into '

1llllcracy -
- As the per caplta

“income of our people 1s one of
- the Towest in the World, most

of us cannot afford personal
collection. of books. The
libraries . attached to our
.cducational inStitutions on the
other hand, cannot give scrvice
to ‘the others ncglcctmg lhclr

own chcntclc .
In the clrcumstances

" the ¢stablishment of a nctwork |
~ of public librarics in the design .

|
: of GREAT BRITAIN appearsi

te-.be the possible solution.
This has become all the: more
neccssary in our situation. |

~ Tocope with the ever:
increasing students for higher
studies, the Government is

- considering opening of open

university in our country. In
that: case, the public librarics
would- be:thé ‘onlysource-for

! dcvclopmcnt of public libraricsuavailability of réading materials -
‘both:in UsK:sand Bangladesh-iforstudents fﬂufh the 2 opcn*

- .

unwersuy :
The aulhﬂr :dcnuﬁcs
the major problems and issucs
of the development of public -
library system in the country.
Of thesc, the most noteworthy
is the bureaucratic control and
lack of library leglslauon
According to author, "the
develnpme.nt of public libraries
in Bangladesh lies ‘in full
bureaucratic control of the’
Government of Bangladesh So
long this continues, there is
little hope for the healthy:
development of ( public
libraries)in Bangladesh."

. To improve the
‘situation, the author has
suggeswd "..like Great Britain,
there - _should. be - some
independent  authoritics
cmpowered with publtc library
legislation.”

This is indeed pnmc
need of the hour if we sincercly
want to develop healthy public
library -system in the country.
This and othcr suggestions
given by the author may help
moulding the thinking of the
.authorities concerned for future -

development of public hbrancs i

in the country.,

.. The jacket {dust cover)
of the book is attractive and the-
printing is exceptionally good
l'rcc frﬂm printing error. Of.
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course, some mcomplcte. s U v - 014
sentences here and there mar

the readmg 'Another vital

|J suggestion appears to be
| missing;

That is, the
re:crultmcnt of professmnally
trained manpower with due
status and pay-scales in want of
which the modern public.
hbrarics cannot develop on
healthy basis in our country. A
paragraph on it could make the.
book more perfect.

-+ Except . this’
obscrvation, the book may be
graded ‘as one of the. finest
publications in the-field library
and information ' science
published so far in Bangladesh.
Students; tcachers and research
workers in llbrary and
information scicnce- both at
home and abmad will find the
book - cxtrcmely useful and
intcresting. ¥
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