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-+~ English has been a part |
of our formal education;
"system for a little over a

. century and a half. But for;
various historical. socio-|
political and other reasons |
it does not enjoy the same
status or have the same kind
of importance or necessity!
.as it used to have during the

Tpre -Partition British colo-!

nial days or the .post-:
Partition Pakistan phase of;
" our political existence. 1

"~ With the emergence of;-

- endent nation Bengali for|
Eehvleus reasons has not
- only become
+official language but also
"assumed overwhelmingly|
, Predominance in almost all.
I spheres of life and activity.
< As-a result, English has

,ra foreign language whose
‘importance 1is being|.
tconsidered peripherall
rather than central to our
~educational and other needs.
f . Although it- has' con-

tinued to remain a part off -
iour curriculum and syllabus
iupte HSC (Higher Secondary
if.‘,ertlfleente] level, lts
rstandard has been plum-
i meting over-the pertod of
’nearly two decades. This!
: .steep decline in standards

r reanbeatu'lbuted to: .

B '1.”until recently:
'apathy in formulating a!
well-defined and well-
Etheughteut forelgn language
3policy.

2. lndifferenee of - the
, autherlties concerned (o
: | " take timely and ;:u':egmetiet
. measures to stem the
: [ endemic rot thal inexerably
k! 3. tendency

setin
; the old

1

to cling to
traditional

t : language learning. at
- psrtieular levels; and |
| ' 4. inability “or inadeq-!
ir uacy of the present system {o’
| turn out in large numbers!
competent English language
,teachers conversant -with *
“modern methods of language

leaehin and learning.
ains! the background;

of lhis [ast deterierating
standard,” -there+3are
ﬁeneeur'l;,ing signs both !'mm[
official and ‘Hon-official
- !quarters' ‘that something

eterim'a oil_ ati
raise the standard. In recent!

‘the only} =

oflicial -f..-:}easens
‘colonialists. took nearly
eight decades to introduce|

English Education System

syslém with schools andi
- colleges -run by European:
inissi-onaries. }
! literature-based syllabus for]
“Scotlish. mlssienary, was

‘appointed 'by"

.o should be done to cherk ek million.

pessl e

times we have seen public

:statements in the’ Press from

prefesslena[ v greups like
lawyers. teachérs etc. In
favour of English.

" Even a statutory body
like " the.- Public Service
Commission in their last
Annual Report (1987) speke
out in favour. of English.’
'‘Plenty of editorials,’
particularly in English’

dailies and weeklies write-;

Bangladesh as an indep-! upsfrom columnists, letters|
to’ the editor columns have!-

=come out for English. .
>~ All this boils down to
the fact that. there Is a

growing- realization among

the conscious and educated

section’ of the people thaf|
. without English we cannot '
Ibeeri reduced to the status of) ‘make much headway in this:

‘highly enmpetltwe modern
world of  science and
technnlogy trade -and
commerce, regional- and

international relations and|

communications,
- In_this _paper we are
going to look at this issue of]

importance "and necessity|

from three broad persp-

ectives: histerieal Antern-i

aljenal and nat‘lenal

*HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
.. For 'various practical

" the

in this sub-continent. Before
{hat (hey toyed wilh'the idea
of ‘whether ‘lo retain the
traditional ~ well-developed
indigenous- -education
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. This "was lndeed an;-
‘impressive figure and on Ll'leI
‘basis- of it Adam was ln
favour retaining the system
.with officlal patronage.. - | -
- But ' ignoring  his;
recommendations. Lord
Bentinck accepted those of
Lord Macauley who was

. member of the Geeernura’
General's Executive Council.

Deliberately mlsinterp-l
reting Article 43 of thd
Education Charter of 1813~
passed by the British:
Parllament, Macauley
recommended the intro-
of English
Education Sysiem wher%

-

f

iEnglish would be th
‘medium of instruction In
seeendar}v seheels sndl
colleges. '

That the system whiehl
came into effect on Marchl
| 7,1835 was introduced wi

not very plous Intentions
was borne out by the nowi-
off-quoted remark el"
Macauley about its prlme'
" objective. which "was ' o
create a class of people wha
would be Indian in blood.
-and color but English in
-‘taste, 'in opinions and in.
Intellect. ;
It did indeed ereate an
army of petty clerks to run
the colonial administration
of the British Raj, but it is:
also~ a fact~that it. was
~through . this - much-
maligned system have come
‘cut  thousands . of.
Intellectuals. scholars,’
scientists, doctors, engin-
eers, lawyers, teachers,
politicians, statesmen and

syslem or run a -parallel

Rev. William. Adam a

Geverner

General William Bentinck
onJanuary 20, 1835 to: -

undertake a field survey of

the indigenous educational:

institutions in the Bengal'
Presidency. Between 1835

. and 1838 he submitted three
‘reports which revealed that
there were 'one hundred.

thousand schools of various

eategeries in the prevlneess.

Ay

'of ‘Bengal'and Bihdr ‘which
“had a pepulatien of 40

other prolessionals some of
whom did indeed make.
outstanding contributions;

in their respective fields. .-
i If one. makes = ai
comparative study of the
‘scorés -of glants. ln'_
intellectual, literary,’
-scientific, legal. polltirali
and other flelds that syslem
produced and the relative’
scarcity of those ln*
subsequent generations, it
- would make an interéesting
réading ‘and providel
_sufficient food -for thought
for the discerning people.
., Products of that system: -
who -are still alive bemean
the - deplorably ‘poor!
;standard of English that!
‘prevails now. everywhere. |

“of Engllsh"“’”’

o [pfpe—

While sympath

ising withl[... edeuatlenal b

Tk

ackwardness,.

.. ‘their opinion it' must be
stated in all fairness that|’

‘was
' instruction. Besides..
. “standard of téaching and

.higher. because’
‘proliciency in -it nobody]|
‘could hope to-get anywhere
“in"any kind of hnportanl or!

- listening

iresulting in socio-economi
~as well as political and
‘English -at -that time was . intellectual stagnatmn and!
.learnt not enly through

.bankmplcy
English classes arid their!

teachers, but also used to be:

reinforced through other:

subjects which were also
taught through English.

It was because English
the medium. of

teachers was much higher

on.an average. On top of that,

the motivation of learning
the language was much
" without

worthwhile job. 1
" Competition was 8o

‘high that it autemaucally
raised the general standard
‘even at the matriculation
level.
‘where. motivation came:

Under that. syslem

automalically even gram-;

‘mar-translation appr- eaeh\
proved-
- developing reading: and
writing skills. but' not. thel

effective - in.

two skills like!
- and speaking;

other

- which had little scope l'er

- Ch_inese,

‘English - were:-
question.. Nﬂbody except the;

practicing outside the
classrooms. :

. The Japanese and lhej
by~ the way,l-
nowadays are experiencing.

similar .problem "in their

_respeetive countries. They

know their grammar
thoroughly well biit not their .
usage . in praetleal

eommunieative situations. .

So in those. British;

- colonial days both the ,

importance and: necessity of:
“beyond

- Muslims needed any,
« prodding to learn it. !
What prompted the!

I'_
ran

| meinbers of Indian Muslim”

f community to . keep!’
- themselves .deliberately,
aloof from the English
education sysiem for several
~ decades was primarily their

- + false sense of pride at being

Jormer rulers. ;

On hindsight il was sueh
--{rratlionai"* and r

dArresponsible ,attitude: l'e-r1

which they had to pay a very,

heavy price in terms of losl

. job opportunilies_ Frqnqp_nf‘

the

beén their former rulers.
As we know, the Hindus | i,

.establishing
English

That allewed the ether.

demmsnt community-the|/
Hindus-to take full

advantage of the new

[ —

situation- by seizing with!
- both hands the opportunity
-of getting English educalion’,
and make a head start over,

their arch-rivals who had‘

particularly the Bengalil
‘bhadraloks’ or the gentry by

education a
inulually benelicial and
satisfactory relationship;
wilh -their British colonial
masters ' .succeeded in;
holding almost a. mene-fi
polistic sway not only at the
lower and mid-tier of the
colonial adminlstrstien
almost all over India but
also over other professions
like -teaching, medicine,
engineering, law, trade and
cornmerce and so on.

- MUSLIMS |

The  Muslims, on the
other hand, awoke so to say
from their slumber only tc
find .themselves . a truly
backward community whict
had | etther deprived
themselves or +had beer,
deprived deliberately by the
colonial rulers. Whateves
might have been the cause ¢

that deprivation, it needed :

big and almighty push to ge!
on even terms with the othe;
demlnant community.

- That push was providec
by a far-sighted visionary
like Sir Syed Ahmed Khan
who started the Aligarh
Movement- by founding
Aligarh "Mohammedan
Anglo-Oriental College in
1877 al. A]igsrh in- UP ln
India. - .

That was the beginnlng
of .a Muslim resurgence
which” saw the -establ-

Ishment of Muslim League
| 1905
culminating  in Pskistanl
‘Movement and the partition:
‘of India‘'on'a communal sndq,
'idee]egieal basls -

in Dhaka in’

through.
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