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NONYMOUS has been asked
by some of his readers to discuss

| this problem of the definite article,

»

one of the traps where most fofe-
igners are apt -to stumble. They
¢either do without it where it's neces-
. sary, nrmsenuneﬂwr:msuncal
led for. -

The fact is that bere agam the .

, mother tongue leads us unconscious-

ly into ervor. No Indian language has

- anything mrrespondm to the defi-

nite article which is 2 feature of
Enplish, French, Italian and Ger-

. man, not to mention the others.

Among Asian languages, as far as
Anonymots is aware, “Arabic is the

‘only one with 4 definite artice, but it

is used differently from the way it is
employed ‘in English. -

Nor has the definite article io
French, for that matter, a fun::uot
exactly parallel to the function of tix
definite article in English. .

The English definite article is alse

the most mysterious of words in.
English whose behaviour cannot be
easily reduced to rules. One must

tmpem!eamfmmthepramccnf

great writers.

~Well, broadly speaking a count:
able noun used in the singular must
have an article accompanying it, & o1
an of the. If you wish to ‘define’ the
noun, that is, identify it preceisely,
you must use the definite article

- Take the fuilowmg mstanﬂes

INCORRECT : Mustims calied for
rebuilding of Babr mosque.

—by Amnymous

' CORRECT : Muslims called for
the rebuilding of the Babri mosque.

INCORRECT: There was big traf-
fic jam in Mﬂtl]ma after m:r:tmg
broke up.

CORRECT : 'ﬂhm was a big traf-
fic jam in Motijheel after the mhng
broke up.

INCORRECT : The dishonesty is

. COMmMON ¥ice in certain countries. -
CORRECT : Dishonesty is a com-

mon yice in certain countries.

INCORRECT : Mr. X collected
number of stories for, the publication
in the book form.

CORRECT : Mr. X coflected 2
number of stories for puhbcatmn in
book form.

INCORRECT : Book was sold for
$30in US.A |

CORRECT : The book wa:sold
fmslﬁmﬂangladﬁhandsmmﬁw
USA.

INCORRECT : UK. decided to

import large quantity of ready-made
garments from Bangladesh market.
CORRECT : The U.K. decided to

import & large quantity of ready-

made garments from the Bangladesh

market.

INCORRECT : The NATO is im-
portant military organsation of

which Germany is member.
CORRECT : NATO is an impor-
tant milntary organisation of which
Germany is a .member (NATO is
used here as a name).
Sometimes whea two words come
together to point to a meaning in
which they cannot be rated you
may leave out the- definite article:

" Some Hmts on the Deﬁnn‘e_ Athle

. father and the;son e"hbout Tnced foi”

- efficiency,  honesty'X
“need the dcﬁmteii i

at 15 Taka a litre:

" and reflect to see whtthcrﬁnn are

INCORRECT,. spokc tn ithe‘
change in. thmr pohcy chicn Eagat i
CORRECT :: poke) @ bmh
father and son abom the neee for'a’ ..
change in their? policy NI
Abstract, uncmi'mablc

g . _g‘ :
" CORRECT : Efﬁc:ency oy

is a great virtue.; ., ,,Nié?’“ S |
ALSO comcri t:mc efﬁuenc:)'

' ha the=
examples he has gwﬁdonnuxhauste
all possibilities. Smn:tlmcs the use of -
the definite article iy’ gmremdfby
your meaning. Conmdcr. thf%’lfﬂi“ F
lowing : . s .ﬁﬁ#
CORRECT : | buughtjm%? tj}_da _
CORRECT : | bought™ lhc rmlk |
today at 15 taka a litre.~ |
In the second sentence lhe speakcr- 1
is obviously pointing to a pot orapad
in front of him- which g’he leaves |
understood: henge the article:: !n the
first, there-is no reference. o' any |
specific quantil;y - R
When you write a sentence ; paus:

overiooking the need for the’ definite
articie in p!aces where it 1§ absuiutcly
- Deoessary. T *ﬁ‘" o

-
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