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Impact Of Populatlon OnEducatlon- IL

[YHE sex mmposnmn of the
popu!atmn also plays an impor-
- tant part in planning for educational
-developmient, particularty in those
countries where there are wide dis-
parities in school attendance anc
educational attainment between the
two sexes, and where national poli-
| cies give priority to enhancing
womeh's education. In many areas,
‘the relative under-representation of
| girls in the educational system is
compounded by an overall scarcity of
| resources, placing them at an even
greater competitive disadvantage.
{ This scarcity is often greater where
populatmn pressures arc most acute.

The geographical distnbunnn de-
nsity, degree of concentration, and
) the pattemnn of settlement of the
{ population have an important bear-
! ing on the development of eltucation-
al facilitics and services as well as on
i the educational attainment of the
' people. A fow density of population,
or its scattered nature over large
% areas very often renders axpenswe
1’ and uneconomical -the provision of
1. educational facilities and servicés or
1- their planned expansion. This is par-
y ticularly true of elementary schooling
which is essentially a neighbourhood
service and should be adjusted to the
geographical distribution of the
population.

In practically all countries, con-
. | siderable differences exist in regard

! 1o the availability of educational faci-
 lities and services as well as the level

: I

]
— 'F-ﬂf educational attainment and litera-

cy in the rural and urban areas. In
l most countries v~ ' areas are neg-

lected in regar®.” developmental
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activities while urban areas are often - better facilities for the education §

disproportionate.
pohitical

velupme}ta n runﬂ areas is often
handica because of madequate
facilities ~poor staffing, insufficient :
equipment and material, as well as-

by a lack of incentives for education -

on the part of the rural population.

Consequently, literacy levels are low ',
in rural compared with urban areas. |

Thése differentials are of course not
due to the pattern of settlement!

-as much as the priorities in.
national, social and mnunuc de-:

- velopment.

Compnnentaluf populanun change

also have an impact on educational!
development at the micro or house-!

hold levels. The high, fertility. pat- -

terns uhtammg I n, developing
countries means a ""hmﬂy or
household ~~e. ngh j. J,,,.;ty, and
thw: large wamily size, is a phe-
noatcnon usually .associated with
low-ncome groups in the society. In
countries where - education is not
free, low-income families often find ™
it difficult to educate all their chil-.

dren even minimally. Given the li-:

mited incomes and resources, the .
tendency among the poor in most:
societies is to favour male children.
over female children with regard to
schooling. Apart from the traditional
Ipreference for male children which

nage. Educational de-

exists in many societies, the social

perception of the role of female as*
being only that of wife and mother is:

also a factor influencing the priority

_accorded at the household 1evel to!

the education of boys, and at the-

national ievel to the provision nf

The size of the family has also an |

impostant ‘effect on the duration of

“the children’s education. The larger.

the family size, the greater the possi-
bility of an early withdrawal of the
children from the educational 8ys-
tem. This is because the parental
demand for education will be re~
duced as a result of the depressive
effect of every new addition to- the
family on the family's per capata
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In uther wnrds the channes of
access to higher educatmn are de-
creased with an increase in the size of -
the family. Thus, the child of a
labourer cannot expeet to go very [ar

in the education process unless that '

child comes from a small family.
Also, the chances of early withdraw-

-al from the educational -system is

greater fur g-rls than for boys
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- The age at marriage also has an’
important effect on the education of
children, particularly female chil-
dien. Among many communities in
some developing countries, very ear-
ly age at marriage has for jong been,
an important factor inhibiting educa- .
ticghal development, especially that

‘of girls, In several Mushm cultures,

social values and customs still favour
the marriage of girls when they are
young. The younger the average at

marriage, the earlier the girls termin- *
ate their education. It has been noted

that in societies where girls often

marry and bear children at ages

‘below that”of graduation from ugh

dren. On the other hand,
rural-urban migrant stream consists .|
largely of those who have completed -

. their education, then such migration

.F'f

schml s:mndary level enrolrent is.
generally very low. However, In
several = developed  countries,
although it used to be. the practice in
the past not to marry before mmplet-r

X

ing one's studies and attaining a -

position, toda}r there appears to be:
an increase in the number of married |
students, particularly at the t:rttary
fevels of .education.

The lack' of adequate educanonal |
facilities in the rural areas often-
resultsin - out-migration of the chil- .
dren of well-to-do families to urban .
areas tu ‘seek further education. The
number such migrants as well as their |
educational requirements and asplra-
tions will. . have an effect on the'
demand fur. education. At the p-mnt b
of ongin, that is the village, the !
emigration of a substantial number

of children of school-going age may . |
result in a wastage of already estab- |
lished facilitics, while at the destina- ‘1

tion, thé city, there will be aneed to
expand
accommodate the in-migrant’ chil-
if the

will not result in any noticeable

reduction in the number of pupils | in .

the schools of the out-migration re- |
gmn However, it is likely that out-

migration of a large number of per- !

sons with a certain type of education
may increase the demand for- this
type of education in the place of

origin as more youngsters would like -

to acquire the same education with ,
the intention of migrating later m
their turn.
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