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A4 JMB men killed
RU Prof Rezaul'

RMP commissioner claims before media

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Four operatives of the banned militant outfit
:Iama'at.ul Mujahideen Bangladesh (JMB) took part
in the killing of Rajshahi University teacher Prof AFM
Rezaul Karim Siddiquee, police claimed. N
They planned tb kill Prof Rezaul on April 16, but
cpuld not execute the plan due to lack of coordina-
tion among themselves, said Rajshahi Metropolitan |
Pollcela) (’R!f\idp) Cttl)lmmissioner Md Shamsuddin at a
press briefing at the RMP headquarters '
_ Asthe professor used to q At
chose Saturday to kill him
day, he said. ’

After getting the order for the killing, ﬂ1e four went to Rajshahi and took
ty's Kharkhari area. They observed his move-

shelterin some houses in the ci
ments and planned the execution, he added. Cor
Of the four, Maskawat Hasan alias Sakib alias Abdullah

Qaibandha on Sunday night. The three other killers wh
involved in the attack were yet to be arrested, policesaid.

Sakib, a student of Rangpur Po} i i .
) A : : ytechnic Institute, was placed before the -
court of Rajshahi Metropolitan Magistrate Khalid Hasan on Monday afterf-: ‘

noon and_he gave a confessional statement, they added.
IMgollm\nng hls'FonfessiopaI statement, law enforcers arrested three more
Sham;;l)deggnv% ul;M tgech CI?IS Kharkhari area on Monday night, said
in. The R! ief, however, did not disclo iri ities
the sake of investigation”, ' osetheltidentices “for
Hesaid the three were placed on a five-day remand each yesterday.
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g0 to the camipus almost every day, the JMB men |
since streets usually have fewer people on that :

was arrested in -
o were directly .

o - - - 18 HAY: 9916

4 JMB me

- FROM PAGE 16

. The trio provided shelter to the killers
. but did not directly take part in the
- killing, the RMP boss claimed.

Based on Sakib’s information, Police
seized a motorcycle, which was used by
the attackers at the time of the murder,
from a house in Kharkhari area.

A machete and a cleaver were also
found there but Sakib claimed that
those were not used in the killing,
Shamsuddin said.

Sakib in his statement said they were
being called Eshabi in Arabic by their
outfit members. They only executed
orders of theirhigh-ups, he daimed.

“We asked him [Sakib] the reason for
killing Prof Rezaul but he could not tell
... ' We only execute orders,' he said,” the
RMP boss quoted him as saying.

“Sakib provided a detailed account
of the murder and he also told how
they planned the murder, when they
executed it and who were invoived ...
hetold us everything,” he claimed.

Of the four, three hacked him to
death while the other was waiting with
amotorcycle, Shamsuddin said.

Sakib also hit the professor with a
machete. After the murder, he left the
scene on the motorcycle, the RMP
official claimed.

He, however, could not specifically
say how the two others left.

Sakib told the police about the
places they took cover in and who had
helped them.

"We aretrying to arrest those involved,
including the three other killers, and the
people who planned the murder and
assisted,” Shamsuddin said.

“It’s our achievernent that we man-
aged to get all necessary information
on the killing within 24 days.”

He urged all to keep faith on police.
“We will arrest all the culprits one by
one, find out the real motive behind
the killing and remain engaged with
the case until its trial ends.” .

Replying to a query, Shamsuddin
said Sakib did not confess to his
involvement in any other killings, “yet
we believe he might be involved since
he was one of the executioners”,

Unknown assailants hacked to
death Prof Rezaul on the morning of
April 23 when he was waiting for the
-university bus in Shalbagan area of
Rajshahi city.

His son Riyasat Imtiaz Shourav filed
a case with Boalia Police Station accus-
ingunnamed people for the murder.

Law enforcers have so far arrested
seven people in connection with the .
killing. o
SMB ACTIVITIES ON
At yesterday's briefing, RMP
Commissioner Shamsuddin held the
TMB responsibte for the murder of Prof
Rezaul. He claimed that despite a ban,
the IMB was continuing with its crimi-
nal activities and following a secret

chain of command.

The outfit now maintains strict
secrecy among its members who are



