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Housed in a dilapidated buildinggand functioning with [
only half its staff, Goalkhali GovePlriesit School for the -
V Blind and the Deaf in Khulha city it ptagued with multi- -
rpronged problems over the yéars, ¥ . '
i All of its activities are running in tHé 50-year-old school
 buildings, which are nowin acrumblingstate, i
! Alongside the ‘prolonged |teacher shortage, 50 percent
posts of the school staff, indiiding that of superintendent, are
lying vacant. There are no $teps in sight to solve the prob-
lems, though especially shortage of skilled teachers is ham-
+ peringstudies beyond description.-
The authorities said only government intervention can
save the school from further deterioration.
School sources said during inception it offered education
up to grade 5, which was later elevated to grade 10.

At present, 120 students are studying in the school
against its total capacity.of 130, Of them, 44 are blind-and
I 76 are deaf. ’ -

.- .Three students of the school are prospective Secondary
,School Certificate examinees, but there are. no teachers 1o
‘guide them presently. .

They now have'to take lessons ir other nearby schools
withregularstudents.

As regular textbooks are not disabled-friendly, these |
physically challenged students are finding it hard 1o keep
pacewith their regular peers. . j
.| Theschool has enough space for accommodation of the
J] students but the buildings have become so old that they are
i| unfitforlivingin. Also with asjess asTk 2,600 monthlyalloca-
tion for each student, Htis very difficult (o maintain theit living at
theschool. Three posts of teachers at the school are currently
lying vacant. At present, only four fulltime teachers and .
eightpart time teachers teach at the school.

Visually impaired students Saddam and Azizul 10ld the news
agency that as long as the school coordinator is here, they feel
goodbutwhen heisnot there, thereis nobody tolookafter then,

Additional’ Coordinator Kazi Mohammad Ibrahim said,
-“Technically I'm not the school coordinator but since there is
nobody here, 1 am performing extra duties of fourother posts.”
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