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AHucatiuns fur h:gher ‘édu-
catiunrcame ‘down. to 7.8 per-
cént of the éducation budget in

fiscal 1997-98frém 10.5.per
cent in fiscal '85-86; according

.- . to‘the University*(}rants Com-:-

-missmn (UGC)." ¥
-Out of the tﬂtal budget uf Tk
= 'GDB crore for the education sec-
tor.“Tk 63:crore was-allocated
for higher. éducation in, ﬂscal
' .1985-86. The national ‘budge
for the financial year. wasﬁ
3926 crore. . < ¢ 2
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7In the year. 1997- Qﬂfthg na-
tional budget.; rose - to. Tk

.+ 15.999.91 crore. while the allo- -

- cation for umversity education . -

.~ was.Tk, 183.70 crore against a -
“total of Tk 2,342.83 crore fur -

. the education sector. -

the last 13 years be- g
ginning -from.:1985-86; educa--
‘tion budget increased fuur t.lmes
. but that_for university educa*
tion incréased only 2.9 times,

o -acc:nrdingtu the UGC. < mmeurx i =i

. " yThe percentage of allocation- .
" from the national 1:1reﬂs.re]ln::»pummtJ1
budget for, unjversity develop-
ment tgrugrmnmes alsn dechned
€ Yedrs j
*The allucatinn for.. 'l.lIlWE:I‘-
+developmerit -programmes -
fel to 0.81 per-cent from 1.25
pe:r cent between: 11986 8? and
;1997-98, — o
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. «+ £A total nka 17. 65 crore was 4 °

-allocated for university devel-
. opment programmes in 1386-
87. which rose to:Tk -103.66"
crure in 1997-98. During this

Allocatlons for hlgher
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‘périod,- the natiunal develup-

*ment budget rose nine times but :

.the development budget for uni-
Sversities increased by 5.8 times’

and the developmerit budget for ,

‘education and religinn was upk
» by. 21 times.”

.When contacted; Educatiun
“Secretary Kazi ' Rakibuddin.-
* Ahmed- said, "Though the nét al-
-location for. higher.-education |
has increased but it has’ propor-
"+ tionately, fallen'as the govern-"
,ment*has been putting more
“ithrust on primary education, . |
non-formal educatinn and

adult education.”

Gnvernment disburses funcls
fur education according to pri-
rity in its different sub- secturs
with the highest thrust on pri-
“mary-education, he said. More
funds could' be- allocated for.
- higher .education  after. foreign
. assistance is -available follow-
_ing. formulation of a Vision
Plan on Higher, Educatmn ‘he”
added |

{‘_.F Cha]rman ﬂf the University
Grants Commission {UGC). Prof
" 1ajuddin Ahmed said’the stan- -
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~.gradually falling-due to short--
_age of funds for supporting re
-"“search programmes, teachmé/
,training and- improvement
libraries. He also underscored
“the: npcd of rnakjng the univer-
. Ssities "centres of ‘excellence tm

¥ cope. with the. glubal competi
r ‘tions." + | At
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