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*.. actiofis can never be justified, no matter what the

BDRrevolt ;

This should never have happened

- T E unequivocally and in the strongest pos- )
sible terms condemn the action taken by a :
section of Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) jawans

in rebelling against the chain of command and taking |
up arms against both their senior officers and the :
Bangladesh armed forces. ‘

:For.those in the service of the republic, such

grievarce, real or imagined. Itis utterly intolerable

s that the fac'ﬁons of the rebelling jawans have

Z .caused the death of two officers and led to civilian
Casualties aswell. :

There are many non-combatants, including chil-
dren, inside*the BDR headquarters compound,
whose lives were endingered by the fire-fight, and
the residents of the surrounding areas in Dhaka city
have had to suffer through an 6ideal that no ordinary
citizen should ever have toface. -

We are glad that, following direct negotiation with

* the prime minister, the situation appears to have
been to a large extent resolved, and that some sem--
blance of norrn:_a)ﬁyis returning. We welcome theend
of the stand-off and the fact that civilians are no lon-
gerinharm'sway.

However, now that the initial uncertainty is over,
the time has come to answer the many troubling
questions thathavebeen raised by theincident.

First, we are aghast at the magnitude of the intelli-
gence failure. It is astounding that the very venue.
where the prime minister appeared not 24 -hours
previously could be the site of an hours-long armed
rebellion with no priorintelligence as to the matter.

Let us also now take the time to address the long-
standing grievances that apparently triggered the
revolt. The grievances revolve around the jawans'
service conditions and the fact that itis not possible
to rise through the ranks to officer level; all BDR offi-
cers are seconded from the army.

There is no question that these issues need to be
reviewed and we would like a high-powered body,
possibly acommission, to lookinto it. itis regrettable
that such a review was never cartied out before, even
though the demandsarenot new. ,

But, in the final analysis, the rebelling jawans must ',
understand that this kind of violent and undisci-

o plimedaction.can never be.acceptable There,can beu .
4 no excuse for violating thefcf:hainbfk?o"nﬁri'g&;dfﬁrid
unleashing yiolence, greatly damaging the pié'?;’fi‘éé Sk

ofarespected institution that guards ourbord,e;}.'-- s ;éf
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