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Class V student Himu Akhter, Jeft, talking to her fellows on the premises of Purbo Dawabari Madhyapara Government Primary Scho
10-year-old girl has already turned up as a successful students’ rights activist in the remote char area. _

Fifth grader strives for stude

Himu's activism stems from a week] :
long taskforce seminar she attended along
with fourteen other students, heldby NG(Q | 1.
$KS in March 2016 under their Safe Schoog
Project. The training aims to motivat
students to work towards achieving thej
rights in schools.

“We sit for weekly meetings with ot 2
teachers,” Himu explains, “to discuss ho'
students' rights will be realised and how tt
education atmosphere can be improved. 3
also share teachers' directions and talk to t} )
other students about what they cando.”

“We have become very aware of o 4
rights at schodl,” says Maidul Islam, alsc )
student of class five. .

“Himu Akhter has encouraged us
work together and be vocal about c
rights, s0 we can enjoy the same conditic
that mainland students have.”

“Already, thanks to Himu's work,” |
continues, “SKS has provided a boat
students to cross the Teesta River for free
the way to and from school, wheri
before we had to pay Tk 10 per crossing.” | 6.
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Class-five schoolgirl Himu Akhter isn't shy
to make her voice heard. The student of -
Purbo Dawabari Madhyapara Government
Primary School in a char area of
Lalmonirhat's Teesta River is determined
that students of schools in remote areas
need not accept less than full educational
facilities. -

In many ways, Himu is just an ordinary
school-goer. Like many classmates, the
daughter of Hamidul Islam and his wife
Hazera Banu from Uttar Dawabari shoal in
Hatibandha upazila sets off each moming
to walk the three kilometres across sandy
land before catching a boat across the
Teesta River to reach campus. Her family
struggles: whereas five years ago they
owned 20 bighas of land, river erosion has
been responsible forreducing that to four.

Himu's father hopes his daughter can
complete higher education in order to
establish herself in life; and thus far her
school results are good. But what distin-
guishes the ten-year-old the most is
Himu’s active and vocal commitment to
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achieving a properly equipped school.

“Char-area schools are always neglected,”
she says, “Wemiss out on good teachers, basic
provisions like chairs and tables, sporting
equipment, infrastructure, even gardens at
our campuses. Students from the chars are
deprived of an ideal study atmosphere, and
nobodyspeaks forus.”

Over the last five months Himu has been
instrumental in changing the situation. She
has eamned quite a reputation as a capable
student leader. Himu has already succeeded
in securing hygienic toilets, a tube well, a
garden and more benches for her school.
“We were deprived of these facilities but
now the school authorities and some NGOs
have provided them,” she says.

According to. assistant teacher Afroza
Khatun, Himu together with fellow stu-
dents have brought about a lot of change.
“Due to their efforts we have become very
careful to ensure dedicated teaching in our
classrooms, and the school's infrastructure
is improving day by day, the assistant

teachersays.
" Qurschool is now better off than any other
inthearea, thanks inlarge part to Hirmu.”
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“Before there was no toilet, tube well os in any sutta/. /s
flower garden, and not enough benches,” related Jn,
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