Vice-chancellor uf Dhaka
University Prof. A K- Azad
' Chowdhury has expressed frus-
+ tration over the recent inci-
dents of kidnapping on the
! carmnpus.
"I am really frustrated about
- the recent incidents. The re-
ports of kidnapping have
+ severely. affected the image of
| my university,” Prof. Chowd-
'hu said while talking to The
aily Star on Sunday. “This is
unfﬂrtunate especially because
the inciderits tbok plact wheit
“Jaw-arid~order ornii}
was improving.”
Prof. Chowdhury taiked on
many issues. including cam us
viclence, perforrmance of police
eployed on the campus, aca-
mic atmosphere, unautho-
rid¢d consultancy by some
teachers and election of student
bodies. ‘
Talking about the perfor-
. mance of some 200 policemen
« deployed on the campus for last
several years, he said, “I know I
cannot avoid respnnsibllmes
‘for incidents like kidnapping
in the vicinity of the universlty
But at the same time, I am not
satisfied over the perfannanc&
of police in this regard.”
The VC is convinced that po-
lice have certain inherent limi-
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A K Azad Chy
sues with the Hnmﬂ Minister

very soon.”

Criminals kidnapped seven
persons in the vicinity of the
Dhaka University from October
1 to November 4. They released
the victims after taking ransom
from their families.

Prof. Chowdhury believes
that no student was directly in-
“But
certain criminals might have
indirect links with. a few stu-
dents

i ].~tions dominating-~the- ‘cathpusd -

+ Replying to a question, he -
sald criminals kidnapped a
t:uulplf: of persons to Mohsin
Hall and tortured them in two |
rooms for money, “Althou h
the criminals entered t
rooms which were under lnck
and key, and a probe body did
not. ﬁnd any direct link between
the kidnappers and the resident
students concerned, I will not
_spare the students.”

Asked whether the l-udnap-

gers or other.'criminals’ enfoy

l:sslngs of pﬂliti{:al organisa- |

thése days,~tlte VC, who i8§
‘proud- o b&mg a follower of
Bangabandhu’, answered in the -
negative,

Asked whether it is pussﬂble .
for criminals from outside to
roam about on the campus
without political sheltér, the VC
said, “Thecretically impossible,
but practically possible. Money
can do many things.”

On the acadernic atmosphere
at the wuniversity,. the VC
claimed that the situation has
improved a lot over the last few
years. "There is no violence
over tenders floated for the uni-
versity's development work, no
gunfight between rival student
organisations, and on top of all,

there was no killin
 {See Page 12
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cent past. Even the student or-
ganisations of ruling Awami
League and opposition BNP!
brought out peaceful proces-,
~ sions on the campus yesterday.”
I Asked to explain reasons
- behind taking examinations on
- the day certain students’ organ-
[ isations had called strike on’
the campus recently. the VC
sald, “Otherwise, the university
will once again be expﬂsed to
serious sessjon jam. -

He however said arrange-

' ments will be made for those -

|
" who could not sit for the exam-
[ inations due to the strike.
‘ Asked what is the use of an->
; tagonising certain student or- -
ganisations if arrangements’
l are to be made for the same ex-
aminations once again, Prof.
Chowdhury said. “Well, the stu-
- dent bedies.are now considering
that they would keep examina-
. tions. ﬂut of the purview of their
i- strike. They recently told me so.
| This is, Ithink the result of my
. decision to take examinations
I -on those days.”
. . Referring to a recent report
¢ In which the Dhaka University
was ranked 37th among univer-
sities in the Asia-Oceania re-.
gion, he said : | am not compla-
cent about it. But it is a very big
' news for us, especially when the
country unfortunately has a
much lower status across the
" globe.” |

In this connection he said -
that his administration had
taken a lot of measures to im-
prove academic atmosphere for
both the teachers and the stu-
dents. The measures include
opening of certain new depart-
ments, increased allocation for
research, computerisation of
certain departments, linkin
the university library wit
world famous ones through in-
ternet.

Asked about the result of his
more-than-one-year-old move
‘ tn stop unauthorised consul-
| tancy by teachers, Prof.
Chuwdhury said, some 10 per
cent-of about 1000 teachers are
still involved in unauthorised
consultancy. “But the situation
, improved recently. In last two-

three months, many teachers

secured prior permission of the

authorities concerned for doing
consultancy.”

He however admitted that a
large number of heads of de-
| partments and institutes failed
! to submit lists of teachers in-

volved in unauthorised consul-
| tancy. “We will soon institu-
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tmnallse the mnmtnring sys-
tem.” iy
The VC said he was pl

to hold election of the Dhaka
University Central Students
Union (DUCSU) ‘as saon as pos-

"~ sible’,

There has’ been 1o election of
DUCSU since 1990, and the one
elected that year was dissolved
in 1997.

He was asked to.comment on
the allegation that the ruling
party backed Bangladesh Chha-

- tra League did not allow its po-

_ litical opponents to carry out
their _programmes on the cam-
Ppus "and systematically ha-
‘rassed them in the dormitories.

The VC said he was not aware of |

. such Incidents. “If it so hap-
~ pens, [ will definitely take ac-
tion.”

Turning to the issue of
DUCSU election again, the VC
said he will definitely try to
hold the polls.
annournce electjuns until and
unless rights of all studen
groups are equally establishe
| on the campus and in the d
mitories.”
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