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‘Street children given meal,
education

MD AMINUL ISLAM with ANDREW EAGLE

Thete's a difference between buying and begging: one taka.
Opposite the Mymensingh railway station every afternoon
up to eighty street children gather, each proudly presenting
a solitary taka to buy their lunch. Since 11 December 2016
the 'Reading for Food' project un by NGO Biydanondo
Foundation has combined free education with a basic meal.
With two sites in Mymensingh town, with the second one
on Zilla School Road, a total of over one hundred street
children benefit each day.

“My children Niloy and Sejuti Das are both primary
level,” says Dipali Rani Das, a widow who lost her husband
two years ago. “The free education and meal they receive
from the foundation helpsusalot.”

“The lessons here are delivered with love and kindness,”
says another student's mother, Rupali Saker. “It leaves the
children happy.”

Tamana, Apu, Rakib, Konika and Smriti all study infor-
mally through 'Reading for Food.’ Their enthusiasm for
both classes and the one-taka meal is unanimous.

“Ome taka is charged per meal to ensure the children
understand that they are not begging,” says UImme Kulsum
Shipra, a voluntaty teachér of the organisation who is also
an assistant teacher at Progressive Model School in the
town. “Like our other teachers, I joined this programme to
support the education of street children.”
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Street children studying near Mymensingh Railway
Station. They get free education and a meal for Tk 1.
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involved with the
programme. They W(?l'k
entirely as volunteers, with-
out honorarium. .
“Iyg a joy to teach the
children,” says Popy Akhier, 2
teacher who is also an hon-
ours studént at Ananda
Mohan Government College-
The Foundation which

| nowadays focuses on volun-

ke ‘2

tary education support to
prevent poot students frf)m
missing out on education
was first established in 2013
in Narayanganj, when, phi-

lanthropist and ‘expatriate |

livingin Per, Kishot Kumar
Das, openeda publiclibrary.

‘Programmes,similar tothe
one in Mymensingh are alsr_:
being run in Narayangan),
Dhaka, Rajshahi, Rangpur
Chittagong, Cox's Bazar and

pal
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Rajbari. All rely on donations
from affluent community

' members. The Foundation

also provides stipends to
meritorious, poor stude_ntsf
and suns Sompritl
Anathaloya orphanage 1D
Cox's Bazar.

In Mymensingh, up to
twenty eldetly citizens and
people with disabilities also
avail themselves of the
programme‘sone—takameais.
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