nationwide assessment of student leaming and
used as a measure for tracking change in
primary education and making quality
improvement decisions.

JOHN RICHARDS and SHAHIDUL ISLAM selected children who were in primary school
ebareseraaresemiaranenirasent ot had Completed g[ade 5 bt dld not go

EARLY all children now.enrol in beyond. About 75 percent of the sampled
grade 1 and 80 percent are reaching children were atiending or had attended a

grade 5, currently the final year of government primary school, about 20 percent Second, PECE not only gives wrong signals
primary schooling, In the Primary Bducation an NGO school, and five percent a ptivate about student outcomes, but also subverts the
Completion Exam (PECE), a mandatory school. The questions we asked on Bangla and Jearning process. It should be discontinued.
national exam introduced in 2009, the latest math were simple, based on elements of the Genuine assessment of actual competency—af

grade 2 Bangladesh government school
cutriculum.

We were inspired by the work of ASER, a
non-profit learning survey organisation in
India. Aser in Hindi means impact; the Jetters
also stand for Annual Status of Education

ASER approach as part of it—should be used.

The government and development partners
are carrently engaged in planning the next
phase of the Primary Education Development
Program. This is the perfect ime 10 consider
these ideas. :

“We used the story in ASER’s 2014 survey. I is
of similar difficulty to grade 2 Bangla textbooks.
Here is the translation:

pass rate is 98.5 percent. This is a success that
cannot be ignored.

But can students who complete primary
school read and do simple sums? A recent
survey we conducted revealed that among

children who had reached grade 5 (but not Report, Their premise s that children with

higher), 72 peicent could read a grade 2 level primary e ducation should be able to rea d

story and only 40 pescent could solve grade 2 yrite and do basic sums—at 1east at the grade
Jevel subtraction problems. Ina ‘large-scale i

- : 2 level. whithi is the only daughter in th ily. Dad
national surv commisstoned by the ithi is the only daughter i1 [né Jamily.
. i Ly For the last decade, ASER has conducted and Mom love her very much. She likes to eat fish.
Directorate of Primary Education, only 25 surveys of prima school age children ; .
p eys of primary s 8 Her father brings fish home every day. She then
percent of grade 5 students performed “at throughout rural India. Students are . ;
" | ' — keeps hanging around her Mom. When the fish is
o grade level” in Bangla and .math. ) considered literate if they can read a short fried in oil, she pacomes very happy. Tithi eats
o P-ECE has led to a large Increas ' parents simple story with no moré than thiee errors three to fmrxr ieces of fish alto elhér Father takes
paying teachers 10 be tutors for children They are considered numerate if they can solve Tithi to the rgarket Some day% faM prines hilsha
preparing for the exam. Marny are congemed two two-digit subtraction problems, requiring & fish from the k.z On those da T'rh“?
that tutors spend too much time making cartyover.* What ASER found has generated SOURCE: GLOBALPARTNERSHIP.ORG  fig s h marlg . On those days, S }
=0 students memorise probable PECE questions, national public debate about the state of pff:mesgi fs ?}O - blem required
s.:_': often using commercial guide books rather education in India. It has inspired a similar read the grade 2 level story and GO percent could solve the two subtraction problems. Our b fypicat su 32‘10“0“71;0 e require
e 4 than helping students \earn basic skills, and annual survey in Pakistan. could not do the simple subtractions. sample students performed above the Indian subtraction of 36 from. 73.
@ that grdding of the PECE exam does not tell us In our sample, 30 percent of children who 1n ASER's 2016 survey, the comparable average in reading, but below in arithmetic. b thss """ mfessorats‘mnl:m """ R
what children really learn. reached up to grade 3 could read the story and  resulis across India were, in grade 3, 25 Surely, these results are unacceptable for either \?ancodﬁeﬁrcar‘,a;’a'f who has been io,k-.nfgn ::ucr:':-.z}.
Seeking clues to this puzzle, we conducted a 18 percent could solve the two subtraction percent able w0 read the story and 28 percent country!’ and health Issues in Bangladesh for over a decade, Shahidt
pilot survey in Nilphamari to measure student problems. Children wha had reached grade 5 able to do the subtractions. In grade 5, 48 ‘We draw two condlusions from the pilot. A ':‘;;f;ﬁf:?glf:: e and Team L Triose
leaming in reading and mathematics. We did better, but more than 2 quarter could not percent could read the story and 51 percent simple survey should be part of a regular of their respective organisations.
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