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The 13th session of the exec-
. utive board meeting of Asian
Pacific Federation of UNESCO
Ciubs and Associations
(AFUCA) began yesterday at a
- city hetel reports BSS.

Parheipente and observers
from Japan, Republic of Korea,
China, Thailand, Mongolia.
Vietnam.. Sri - Lanka! Nepal,
- Russia,

Bangladesh are attenclmg the
five-day meeting. -

Besides, hearing the ‘coun- -
| try's reports the meeting -will
discuss preparation. ‘for the
World Conference of World Fed-

eration of UNESCO Clubs and

Associations (WFUCA] and elect

| office bearers of AFUCA for.the
term

 Inaugurating -the! meeting

Minister jor Science and Tech-
"'nology Lt . General [Retd]
Muhammad Noor Uddin Khan
sought cooperation and assis-
. tance of UNESCO to promote
cience and technology in the:

tedh oz

the. Philippines,
Mala slaeand-ﬁheet country -

{NAUCB)

1999-2002. The: board’
meeting is held every two years."

. in this regard.

ald to de elop IT vﬂlage

eeuni.ry tn bulld a richer
Bangledesh '
“He peinted eut that the e;ms

of UNESCO.are to make the -

countries richer and happier.
The inaugural session was

also addressed by UNESCO rep-
resentative in Bangladesh- Dr

iﬁneer Ali Khan, Secretary:of

; Bangladesh'National Commis-
sion for_ UNESCO Kafiluddin
Ahmed and Secretary Generele
of Natiorfil"Assotlatioff 0T UN=
ESCO Glubs in Bangladesh" .

Chowdhury

Ambassador of Japan to
Bangladesh Kancko was present

_at the inaugural session.

‘Referring to the importance
attached by the government for,

. development of computer sci-

ence. and .informatien fechncl-

“ogy (IT) Noor Uddin Khan said

47 acres of land at Mohakhali
had already been given for de-

velopment of an IT village and
he sought UNESCO eeeietenee

. cessity of scientific: research

' Tk 12 crore in the last budget:.
: and this might be enhanced ur-y

' tions of UNESCO to increase the

. Mahbubuddin -
. | . while preésident of
“AFUCA Prof. Yuji Suzuki'was
in the chair.
- "Suzuki gave a brief historical?

He said that rea]ieing the ne-::

and development for prosperity i
of the country, Prime Ministerz
Sheikh Hasina had sanetiened

ther in the coming budget. .
Pointing to. the contribu--

-

literacy rate of Bangladesh, he?
said-in the last thiee years | thet!|
litéfacy raie had increaseéd to ‘55;
per cent. He shid to boost the 3
economy of the country it: ‘was ;
essentidl to make the huge pup &
ulation literate. -
AFUCA preeu:ient Pre:flﬁJ

background of UNESCO "club®
movement {o promote’ science,’

education, culture and pneaee’f1
and said Japan took the initia-=

tive in 1947 in the ashes of war.!

He said the grassroots people #
were corntributing their times :
and- resources to the activities™
of UNESCO clubs which 'are

‘working. hand in hand with the 1
- respective
Asian Pacilic

overnments in the?
¢ region. = - -}




