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ﬁ/ital‘t_o, get DU free
of partisan politics

Dr Kamal tells inaugural lecture of trust fund

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent jurist Dr §
Kamal Hossain wants
the Dhaka University :
to get rid of partisan 3
politics and turn it into
an international-level
academic institution as
it celebrates its cente-
naryin 2021. ;

“Let us begin a campaign to
establish the university as an inter-
national standard academic.insti-
tution,” he said while delivering a
lecture on “Dhaka University and
its role in ‘shaping Bangladesh
society” yesterday. B

The Asiatic Society of Bangladesh
{ASB) organised the inauguratlecture
of “Mrs Noor Jehan Murshid and
Professor Khan Sarwar Murshid Trust
Fund” inits auditorium in the capital.

named after Prof Khan Sarwar Murshid, wife .

Teachers and stu-
dents can surely do
politics, but that
should not be partisan
loyalty or-sycophancy,
said Dr Kamal Ho:;siain,
. -also a former law
«'i teacherat DU.

. “It is very regrettable

‘that Dhaka University is
not among the best 100 universities
of the world,” he said. “The univer-
sity played a unique role since it was
establishedin 1921." ‘

Upon independence from
British rule in 1947, Dhaka
University was the only unijversity
in the eastern wing that gained
Tecognition as an institution of
excellence and intellectual leader-
ship, said Dr Kamal.

The quality of its leadership was
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ments, he said.

inteilectual debates on
human rights, Dr Kamal added,

1982 and retired in 1984.

academic excellence,

DU free
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teflected in its role with tegard to the issue of language move.

“Students from Dhaka University were part of the van-
guard of the Mulai Bahini [freedorm fighters]. Many of the
university teachers provided valuable services to the provi-
sional government establishied in Muyj ibnagar,” he said.

Prof Khan Sarwar Murshid, who taught in the English
department of DU since 1948, was a pioneer in pPromoting
public issues,

- Murshid was the vice-chancelor of Rajshahj University

Commonwealth from 197710 1982. He joined back DU in

Murshid, one of the writers of the historic Six Points of
Awami League, had expressed concern that “politicisation”
of students .and teachers went against the aspirations of
those who wanted Dhaka University to emerge as a centre of

Dr Kamal Hossain said it is very important to get Dhaka
University free of sycophancy and partisan politics. “Let us
bringback the glory of Dhaka University,” he added.
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democracy and

ASB President Prof Aminy]
Sabbir Ahmed also spoke.

Prof Tazeen Mahnaz Murshid, daughter of Khan Sarwar
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