The Baily Star

anil

- (5 JUNUE

961 @— . Wé Do

'CU Zoology Museum w

Fund shortage, lack of space, manpower dearth among main 1
tanimal species getting perished, claim students and teachers

[MD ABBAS, CU

}'There is a room on the fourth floor of the
Haculty of science building, near the zool-
«ogy department, on the Chittagong
' University campus, which is quite shabby
and dusty, and at first glance looks like a
storeroom with numerous jars and shelves
crammed together.

' Upon a closer look, the room suddenly
becomes filled with broken skeletons and
remains of dead animals, birds, reptiles and
fish, preserved through taxidermy or in
solutions inside big jars. :

. Many of these samples are either lying or kept
Pn_topoftheglass—ocveredwoodenshelves.

" "Curious, if you look around, you will notice
- small rectangular signboard on the hallway
‘wall, announcing that this 25 by 25 square feet
yoomis actually azoology musetm.

' - Due to a lack of space inside the room, a
number of glass showcases induding one with
a skeleton of a cow brought from Poland,
-another containing a taxidermied jackal and a
Maya Horin (barking deer) have been kept in
thehallway outside the museum. )
. Lookihgat the deer, one may wonder if it
had albinism.

Left, this might look like a sreroom; but it's a

“We could not stop bleaching of the
species (samples of which were
taxidermied) as we cannot control the
temperature of the room,” said Assistant
Prof Mohammad Abdul Wahed
Chowdhury of the zoology department.

Museumn section officer Abdus Salam,
working in the museum since its opening in
1976, said the museum has about 3,000
preserved samples from 687 different ani-
mal species, of which at least 100 are rare.

However, due to improper preservation,
lack of space, staff shortage and inadequate
fund allocations, the valuable samples of
different rare animal species are getting
perished, claimed students and teachers of
the department.

" Visiting the museum, The Daily Star
found that at least samples of 100 species
were lying on the floor. :

Some 150 samples, induding the taxi-
dermy of a 15 feet python lay on top of the
shelves in the museum, gathering dust and
losing its original colour and texture.
Another 14 feet taxidermied King Cobra
wrapped around a wooden stump was
found in a similar condition.

Some skeletons and taxidermied sam-
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