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Wednesday, September 30,1992

. The NEP experiment which started about foury,

e UNCTIONAL LITERACY ' months ago through 1,720 literacy centres in. 43

'- | | DRI VE - N | { thanas is said to be getling an encouraging |
' o . - | - .+ . response [rom the target people. The centres are |
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda .Zia has f% housed in schogls, madrashas, office buildings._%
-+  sanctioned a special fund for the imp_lémentatiun 4| puthouses and the like, and the @eac_hers are from~ {
. of a literacy programme wilh the help of newly the locality— retired school 1eacher;s. the educated -
1 admitted Bangladesh University of Engineering
E and Technology (BUET) students. So bogged down

-

1: 3 ﬁnemployed and trained imams—who are given a E L
[ | token ‘payment every month. Paid supervisors ) '
{ : monilor progress while a five-member Literacyl

| . Centre Management Commiitee (LCMC), made up i

- jof local leaders, is available for the management

he

are our higher seats of learning by session jams
~+that the graduate entrants of BUET would have to
y wait over a year before they can start classes. The i
! interim period could well be used in community f of the premises:.
. service with each of the 550 students undertaking { |, 0 5
1.the responsibility of .making ten people trail blazing BRAC (Bangladesh Rural.
, functionally literate. The students would be Advancerient Committee)} schools which have 1
5 trained for the ‘purpose and the necessary : proved, through 6000 non-formal primary .
> educational aids supplied (o join the literacy = !education centres, that it is possible to reach basic {
" programme— a two-hour class every day for a education effectively and inexpensively with the ,
. period of six months. The spirit of the programme minimoum of .facililies. But .teachers ' attitudes,
* is to supplement the government's gréater literacy | }appropriate learning mater lals, school limings

“ drive and is a really commeéndable one, deserving. 1! ?lﬂ_d fﬂnzmuln;t}f. participation all play very -
as many replica@ions.. as possible with groups of | "ungil;:ﬁna; Oagﬁroabh is not new. Akther Hamid ~=
J unemployed or upderemployed people. | Khan, the stalwart in development education, had i .
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The NEP model is essentially designed like the i
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t * A three-year non-formal functional education : given the same lesson through his feeder school

‘programme (NEP) for some eight lakh unlettered »concepl in_Cc}.rnilla in the sixties. Unfortunately, }
* - | “ _with his departure the education programme lost !
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s~has . already been launched this May on an
I _experimental basis in 43 thanas, as part of the ° f_,m?mem”m- : ' |
L government's. Expanded Integrated Non-formal i Informal funciional education needs to be taken |
! Education Programme (EINEP) designed to reach - as.asocial movement. We cannot hope to-achieve
@ the majority of the population by the end of this ' § Universal Primary. Education (UPE). which is a }
} century. We can be oplimistic éven If a fraction of i fundamental and_constltutmnal riﬂg_gihl&, uéllfss -I'iOIiII; y
 the enthusiasm . perceived during Late President ; formal adult education IS Intensilied. Re ors it
! Ziaur Rahman's mass education programme can . | \n¢ formal primary education sector - and
| be restored Lo day * T ¢ expansion of informal adult e:;lucatmn programine
, P - e must be given equal priority. The Education | -
Tg_ -Pﬁrhaps one of the most unfortunate actions Ministry ~ should “immediately start reform b
taken by Hussain Mohammad Ershad was to axe programmes such as re-lraining teachers, building |
~ Zia's simple but elfective "each-one-teach-one" ‘new schools in deprived rural areas, enforcement.

1 method. In a short span of time his mass education’ | ¥ of {eachers' attendance, outlawing illegal charges. }
strategy had gathered a wonderful momentum, * provid_ing evening classes everywhere for working |
. reaching literacy skills to as many unschooled children, designing curriculum to meet practical ¢ g
¢ girls and boys as there were SSC examinees during | needs and.the like. - | | o :

| h} the period, and at virtually no cosL.
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A'revival of that school programme would-not
be unjustified if we consider the participatory
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ulilising the services of 'students-in-waiting' of
BUET may be termed as excellent, we should
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In the mass-literacy programme we should :
. utilise the -available manpower. While the idea ol _-
*' |

- aspect which undeniably has-a positive ellect on | explore other possibilities. For instance we may
the young school graduales. It was in eflect a-kind like to requisition the services of those who can
-of hands-on training in community service and, | gpare time. Services of persons who are not |
" _when properly initiated, could have a profound ., éngaged in day to day administration or othewise,
influence on their relationship -with the " such as some of the defence personnels, in peace |
motherland.” = = = . . . -| * time, can be usefully utilised in this noble cause.
-, It Is reassuring that EINEP which is running the’ t By.this we can make spectacular progress with 1[

NEP, is designed to.include some participatory -| . virtually no expense. Tal}{ingd of expe_r:ise% E:lt- o~
clement an@ﬁ%‘"@"@?ﬁ}le_lqrgﬂ community a-great | fiemof;ratic | govt has }Ei rea t}’ prove ;
deal. NEP goals are lo strengthen adult literacy : ! Lmportance i altaches to the seclor. «

. : . _ - Expendilure on education should be seen as an |
through continuing educafion, bring back drop- | ¢ pene . : :
| - ' ' in - lds precious dividends. And the
outs- and introduce a pre-prithary education g vestment that yields preciot

- ' r we appreciate this, the better for the
' system in the rural areas. SOOIIC PP ‘

e A __-Amtion's human resource development eflorts.
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