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" For correctf"‘data -

A.dmlttediv, in a plannéd ecc:namy, s:tatmncal |

data are essential for correct, planning. They pro-
vide the u.formatmn and” intelligence for drauj 5
Ing deveopment plans and projecf,s and for under-r
 taking actual work for their succassful"ﬂmplemen-

t‘1t10n Statistics is. therefore, cons:tdered iato  be !

“a part of the very basis -of, and a basie work for,

r developmeénl plamnng and programmes. it is alsoi
admilted. on ali hands, that weak statistical ser-;
vices cﬂnunw to be a great shericoming of deve

loping couniries in niatters of formulating econo-
mic -trdteg1:,s and framing programmes. ~

So, it is imperative that such weakness has gﬂtl

"t he Overcome as syeedlly as possible, if we are

" to alfain econcmis progress in & planned way.

' .This matier. again, bearg special . significance |
arid import in Bangladesh now when the .coun-|
try has bzen advancing bit by bit through the:
. concluding Two-Year Plan: and the imminent
Second Five-Year Plan. Happily, the goevrnment
© is .making: al'out ef*‘orts to improve the country’s.
statictical work and services. It is trying to mobi-
lise infernal "and’ international’ resources and

" Loyl

. orgatisations “in  this direction. Already, some
‘specific projects have been undertaken for the.

!

j " purpose, and encouraging “results have also been

i achieverl thereb_g It is also ewzpected that the just
| ~approved UNDP aid of 5.3 n‘*llhm dollar, in

l | addition to the previous assistanice of 3.47 million |
i

dolar fI{Jm the same source, fpr an _on-going

schemé of Bangladesh Government to strengthen
1ts. statistical services would help us  bring about
further improverents in this behalf, This =tatls-

" tical programme, which is to go ahead step . by .

step throughout the SFYP, has alst beéen sPeCIal}y
cerioned to nelp fu'fil two. very important tasks,
namely, the i9%1 population census and the 1982
sgricultural' census, These are two ﬁelds of statis~
tics in which we lag behind.” - ~

While we should believe that all. mneerned
woultd contribute their best to make _the afore-
said -project and the two “vita] census Of the new
-decade. que*'eqsful we would also suggeat that it

{ Is time for us {0 take all possible measures to°
: bllﬂd up the institutional machinery. and organisa- l
tional etwork for coltectmg accurate statistics at .
“regu'ar frequency as also . occasionally on our
‘economic and socal affairs. These, it rnay Iu.rther
ke E;lnphdSISEd,i h&VB to grow as a perenniai

system Of wﬂrk SO that our needs can be 'assessed‘
and social and.® ‘economic prograrmnea “are -
corrent'y evaluated. No patchwork or'contingency
| msasures Can replace systematic statlstical ‘work.
Of course, the ~drawbacks in a system canno be
1 roved’ nor &“ﬁa 1t.qbe made ideal in.a year or two,.
but there®miSi~be msuét.amed' effartc- on ~gorrect
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