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College education is a new
" subtext ‘of the American dream, -

_.no longer a rite of passage for the

» -privileged few, but an educational
. ¢ norm for the many. Ichil_mplprg i
> T and savingto scnd one's offspring .

c.10 coliege has become 2 nal_mmfl

. badge of honor, and for sociely s

* upwardly miobile, the campus 35 _

the sanctioned port of entry mio

. the middlc class. o

. “-The numbers, are Staggening.

- ‘Each fall, more-than 30 per. cenl

* of all high-school graduates go.on’

" to some form of higher education.

{ Since 1950, the percentage of
. Americans wiih four or maore
-5~ years of college has risen [rom 6
.y percent. 1o 19 per cent. The latest
" " Census Burcau statistics show that
. ., the average college graduate eams
' ¢ one and a half timcs as much as

i the average high-sciool pass-oul.

. - Lillle wonder then most edu-

¥ calors believe that, 10 jraraphrase
Ronald Reagan, it is stllf MOMmung

s Hlp ‘t.-f'

" .on the college campus, (' bal- -

ance," - says . Steph:&l

'\_JI-WF-—‘-.—"

. Trachtenberg, president -of the™

. University of Hartford, "more |

 people are gelting more education *

- ‘than at any lime in the past and
" that is good for our country.™

~ But is it .rcally? Bencath all

the numbers and the Babbittlike -
boosterism, a nagyping set of

somclmes conradiciory anxieties

has begun to surface about the

- state of -higher education in the-
United States. Last December, for

- example, an Opinion Research

_ Corporation poll found that -while,

9 out of 10 adulis thought having’

-~ a college degree was very or

somewhat important in getling a

.. job or in advancing one's career, 8

« of 10 worried that the nsing cost |

of four years of inflation over the;

|

W last seven yecars, was pricing
. gher education out of the reach
| i, . of the average American family. '

3 More troubling, however, was-
- the discovery that along with the
. economic worries, a surprisingly
+ large number of Americans were
- concerncd about whether they and
itheir children were getiing their
\money's worth for their education
.- dotlars. The ORC study showed |
] that 21 per cent of those inter- |

viewed -thought that the overall |
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uality of 2 college education was
{glunerzlly declining. Only 13 per
oent had thought that was the case

two years belore. Andall this was -

before the publication pfiPrpi‘.’..
Allan Bloom's devastatingly crii-
catl but extracrdinarily.popular
jeremiad about higher education.,
The Closing of 'the Amencan
Mind. In his book, Hlﬂgm-faul}s.
‘universities for lacking agad{:mlc
rigor and moral purpose, conclud-

wing: "l is difficuli to-tmagine that

thereris cither the wherewithal of
the energy within the university 10
constitute or reconstitute the 1}13:&
of an educated human being.and
establish a liberal: education
again.” o
* Denunciations like this
blooming on the campus itszlf

" added 1o an.already stcady bar-

rage of obloquy fired from

Washington at Amefice's colleges.

and universities by Education
‘Secretary William Benneit. Only

a couple of ycars before, BC"“E;:;' 'l andertaken.

had wondered whether it nijghl

-

}

4 betier idea to give his then 10-
month-old son $50,000 to start a
small ‘business- after. graduating
~ from high school than send him 1o
Harvard. R _
4

It was againsi this background
that' US news launched 1ts llhu'd
biennial survey- of American .

- higher education. During ;rl:l:t
sImmer, questionnaires were

" to., the p:q*esid'dnls _n!'.:i',-lr,fﬂ? US

. colleges-and .universilies, -asking
themito assess the adadémicthbod
and 1o choose the nation’s best
and most innovalive campuses. A

“small nuniber of the presidents

+ declined to ‘participate iq 1hr.:: sur-

“vey and wrote (o the magazne ¢

say they. felt-that neither.they nor

their: peers were in a position 10 .
judge the academic quality of in-

. _ stitutions other:than thcir own.
However, more than 760 presi-

" dents, nearly 60 per cent, re-

- sponded. The resuli: The most.

comprehensive study of its kind

4

ot b ey - AS IR pre.vinus' years, the US

" News survey was resiricted to*
, four-year institutions awarding at
i least bachelor's degrees and offer-
ing liberal-arts programmes as
part of their undergraduate eduta- .

. tion,- Excluded from the survey

. i were specialized institutions such

1 as undergraduate 5c’hmls‘nf hysl-':
iness, theology and engineenng
rthat. award ‘at least half of their
_}degrecs in a single field. Finally,
.two-ycar ‘colleges and wholly sin-
:gle--purpose insiitutions such as

the US military acadeimics wer

not included. . |
t, Thé remaining pool -of col-
'leges was divided into nine scpa-
freie categories based on-the 1987
. classification of institutions’of

‘higher education assembled by the
‘Carnegie Foundation for the
' Advancement- of Teaching in
Princeton, N.J. The Carnegie
classifications use certain objec-

1ive data, such as enrollment and
‘degree . offerings, to classify
: schools, primarily for purpases ol

. " academic: résearch. The founda-.
tion’ does nol make qualitative .

, judgments amorig the institutions

. ont its several lists, .

< idents ipating 1n
Ly The presidents participating in

phly e Bl —r— ..
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