{ the p&ﬂple's univefﬁit}'. Thig is
spécial,[y slgnifican in oy sitga
tion because of oup high per-

Celtage of illiteracy afid low -
percentage of indigenons publi-

cations, Literacy canno;  be

| attained without * pooks Lite~
| F8cy cannoy be sustained with. -

| out reading materials gnd read
1 ing facilities being made gvai.
lable. Apart from the high per
| centagy of illiteraey, majorijty
j .Of our lierate popylation end
| thelr schooling. just after learn

| ing the 'alph'&bét_g at the pri.-

{ ATy level. In ;osg pases, with
the end of schooling comes thg
eng of reading ang 'learnirig.
But the gohools do nog teach gl

':he things mwhich oNp ean IEF“’ |

!

duri'ng one'’s life time,

. Moreover, today | ﬁum&n.

knowledge ig developing at
such g fasy rate that even
Praclising doctors,  scientists,
[} -el'l_,{-zi:|:u.|3~.=_-;\:*s1r lawyers and go on

discover ¢hat within ten or fif.
| toen Yéars they arg at 2 disad

vantage professionally’and eco.

homically in ¢ompetition with

| Tecent graduateg if ‘they have
Dot energetically and systema.’

tically kept thelr knowledge
Upsto.datesthrough  eontinged
r‘eadlng-:h ‘:;vﬁs _'
| So, unle‘r?‘;i We Can make read
Ahg:not tréatment received
Wewﬁﬂnjrmlﬂg bus a persis.
) fent habit -.inaﬂcated!.‘ from
| birth“and practisey throughouy
| life, ynless we. keep aliv, oyt
| zeal for continged reading with

an adequateg Supply of reading

mﬂterialﬂr 'ﬂ}el‘g is E';VE"r}" daﬂ*

ger that even our neoliteratey

-Inay goon relapse Practically
into 1_111|;eracy_ As the peT
Capita income of nur people js
“he of the lowest.in the world,
MOStt of us cannot afforg per
sona] eollection of books. The
libraries attached to our educg
tieng] institutions on the ogher
..hand! Cannoy giva service “to
! the others Reglecting thely own

e - L

—

> e Bangladesh Timen
Libraries in mass education o

The ptﬁal;lc library 15 called

dinfeﬂﬁelé; | In _'I:-l"le | ci,rm:mstqm
Ces, the EStEbHShIHEMt ol a HE't-
Work. of piblic libraries on the

British- model appears 4 be

the possible soMgtion This has -

-
-y

become: gﬁ fha. more neCfEsar:‘;t A

I oyp sftuatioh. -
To cope with the aver ingrea
sing B_tudﬂnts for higher st

. dies, the Governmep; is cons.

dering .opening of an open uni,

versiiy in our country. In that l‘

case thg pyblic liberarjag would

be the only soyrce of availa .

bility of reading matericls for

Etﬁden'ts of the open uniirer?;ity'

The authores identifies. the

- major problepis and isSues of

the develormeny of pyblic lib.
Iary eysiém in the country, Of

__'-"__"'———_-—————-__._____ .

- ABU BAKR SIDDIQUE |

i —

these, .the mos; noteworthy is

the bureaucragie contro] - ind
Iack -of -library - legisiation. -

Abcqmmg to the - .tauthnl“gss
developmen; of public Iihrgries

. In Bangladesh lieg in full pure.
aucratie control of the govermn. .

‘ment. "So long this cnn}l_nugs_

there jg - litgle hope for the’
Bealthy’, development. of tpublie

libraries here, To improve 1.the
Situation, the aythoress has
Suggested ¢, Like fn Qreas
Britain -thiere_,n-_. should bé_ sOjrie

independent aughoriyjes empo-
wared with publis 1ibrary legia

lation." “This 1. indeed ihe |

prime meed of the hotur §f e
rﬂincere[y wan; to develgp

healthy “public.. Hbrary sysiem

in the country’. fI‘his and other
suggestions given by the ag*ho.
Tess may help moyld the think

Ing of the ﬂuthéﬁlie_s concern. -
ed for fgpure . developmeiit of

Publi¢"libraries in the country,
"The book ynder * review. Is

the lateat _Zdﬂitlﬂn to fl:le sCan.

ty library terature in Bangl&
desh, ‘According 10 the autho:
ress, “this was g Mesig . work-

+

' c:;mplﬁf_ed for fulfilment of mas

{érg degree in library '_rt,EieIch.

“Laler, on, the nyork was ‘re.
Wwritten gng updated fo, publi.
- Cation in book form”, This has

: ma;_ia' the work unique because

this is the firgt time tha; - 5
thesis submitted 1o the depart.

~ Mmeni of library and. jnforma-
~ tion science for master’s degreg

at _Dhﬂka Uni?el'sit}r has_been
broygh .Cup &5 a puhlicaﬁﬂr}
for- the public, -

The pook is givided injo ten

" chapters: The . work beging with

origing of the Dublip library
- Concept folloéwed by the chjec.

tive of the publie library, his.

terical growth and develop.

ment of public lbrarips hoth
in the UE and_u F:;B.ngl:-]dﬂsh
wwith Special .;gmphmt;i_s on Hbrg-

. Ty legisla{ion_ a eomrarative

study gnd conclysion and re.

'.cnmmén.dat_idns. Each r:'huptEr

is fult *pf'-ci[a.tiuﬁs where .te.

quired, This has given the hook

rd

n air of authority on the gyh.

Ces viz’ -'-Dire{:tm'y of ‘ puhiin:
libraties in Grent Britain” and
- “Difecory of publie’ librariag -
Banigiadesh't hag made -he

- Séme incomplete sentences -
here and’ there mar ‘the read.”

ing of the book. A vital sUgres-
tion appears to pe missing, Tha,
is, the recl‘uitmEnf of profe.
‘ssicmally fraineg’ manpower
with due stasys ond pay-seales
Jin want of which the modern
Public libraries canno, deve.
lop properly in  oyr coyntry,
Students, teachers ang Tesear.

¢h workerg in library zng in.

formation spience both at home
2nd abroag ayill find the book

Useful and interesting,
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