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"PRIMARY EDUCATION
Education has long been recoghised as a cen-
tra) element in - development, Besides raising the
. tavel of training and expanding the size of skilled
‘manpower, education upgrades . political and: social *
consciousness. The impact of both the processes 1S .
profound on maintensance of peace and ‘harmony in
fhe society and stimulating economic activities:
'he development strategy- of. a ‘jeast developed
country like Bangladesh has, therefore, io accord .
the highest priority to education. Incidentally, this
community has been toying with ‘the idea of uni-
versal primary education for over half a gentury
now though progress to that end so far is most dis- |
mal. Despite all our éfforts more than three quar
ters of the populace continue to be illiterate. i
. 1t-is-accepted on all hands’that primary edu- .
cation is the key to solving the problem and pri-

. through specific pmgranun;eS. An available assess- |

“ment of one such programme—the Universal Pri-:

mary  Education and Eradication of Illiteracy

(UPE)—however, gives no catse for satisfaction. |

by 4 .

A Launched . in 1985, the programme aims “ al |

achieving the twin objectives by the year 2000 but
it--still seems an uphill task. The enrolment rate of .
primary schools rose at & $nail’s pace from 63 per
cent in 1973 to 66 per cent in 1987. The impact of
that' small rise’ was also set Off by the rise in the-
rate of drop-out. It climbed to €1 per cent from 48
 during the periog. The expansion of physical faci-,
lities between 1985 and 1988 has also heen meagre.

And as of now. about a third of the total 68,000

villages have no primary schools and Inost of the
v exasting schools in ‘'Tural areas are in _--dilapidated

ol

condition. = .. . - L o
f'ducation Minister Sheikh Shahidul Islam

" recalled, at a function in Dhaka in oObservance of |
the World Children’s Day this year, that the right
to education was one of the ten-point declaration

* made by the United Nations for children and said

laws ‘'were being prepared for compulsory primary .

" cducation  in -the country. But reports of lack of.°
physical facilities and shortage of teachers in pri- |

mary schools continue to'come from different parts
‘of the’ country. There. are also questions of coql-
" petence of the teachers -already on the job andga\
. 'suggestion has been made for screening and find-
ing alternative jobs for those found “unsuitable.
However,  the more urgent need is to fiii up. the

vacancies with capable hands. The process of7

weeding, if initiated right now, would worsen the |
' situation that is already bad enough.” '
A suggestion for encouraging private initiative

in setting up primary 'schools is-worth serious con-
sideration.. As-an. incentive, the school .or the libr-
ary or a class’room may be nared after those who
‘donate land or substantial' zmounts to the school

fund. . The management of the schools may be'!

entrusted with the local community and a healthy i
competition introduced ‘in the neighbourhood for

running the respective institutions - better. Snr:ume'._l

+ {houghts should also e given 1o school feeding ,
_programmes, supply of uniforms and other necessi-

- ies for aitracting and retaining students from
é:noc?eregf' fanmulllies. In view of the overriding import-

primary education, every effort should Eb,-g-

madﬁiw ensiire 1 _ N
sector. .~ . a liveral flow: of funds for . th
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