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o « r_;mary educatlon
““Fhie ritrodustion 6f universal pml-'y‘;’é‘dum-*
tannwﬂlstﬂke - at the Toots of one-of the basic
&courges of tinderdevelopment, -namely. illjteracy.
1t will be. ﬁtt:ln.g if-the govemmen.t takes up such|
a”programme -during the Second F‘iva-Year Pla:ﬂ
period “This.is a gigantic * undert.aldngand -the}
igwemmnt will: have to tread a- ‘cautious - path
de]jneat:lng the ma]or asyects oi the pmg'amm
a.tthe beginnjng i oim ek wis B ;
5. 5, ﬂThe ;nincipal cbstacles to uxﬂversal prjmary
5educaﬁ0n are the ‘absence of .an. ‘organisational |
‘Structure and the lack of, finance t;o mairitain such’
4 structure’ adequately. Nonnally we_should have 3
'school buildings in:- every nook and ¢ranny of the
<coiintry,: prefel‘ably one, in - every: village with 8’

[satisﬁed staff of t;eachers and s:.tfﬁeic-nt. hwks. ;
' blackboards and 11ecessary educational’ eids. . In'
;our. scheme ‘of thmgs we ‘cannot have all ‘of -these

I‘_

at the cutset. What .we must afm at is the mver—-= |

'age ‘of a5 Iarge a pﬂpulatinn .of the country . as
'~possible ~with | * minimum: but attractive - e:mugh
facilities and’ then cnntinuall ~ expand : .the fron-
Etiers of . t.he prugranune The " National- Educar i

'tion Advisory Council in its interim report earliet”

gin January. cane. out - with ‘a proposal of how to

- meet the cost of sctiool buildings and other. very

ueéééhtlal téaching aids. It. suggested a community .
.approach: to armngiug Tiecessary: ‘building . mate-{
le. that is the peigle  would contribute to the:
-cast of such : buildings n thein own Iocality. %

1Seconcﬂy, the”. NEAC polnted ‘out” that“**these
"school “houses  could be made’ from:the locally,'
avaﬂable ‘matertal such B8’ bambm - timber,
mpes etaﬂtelabcur ‘MeCcessary . foreonstruc-‘
tioncan also be.provided by the. local  people
hmechﬂdrenwmusetheschools'megwem

msm: can coink ;forward, with a token contribu-
t!.on after local eﬁ'orts have alread cﬂmpleted the-
constructmn ’The aﬂvant.age of -arrang-:

_necessary-
r.ing school’ facilities lor: & self-help .basis is that
"the people will.have a greater sense of belonglng-

‘ nESSto these institutluns and wﬂl feel mclined to

attmctive servﬂce cond—itinns for the ‘school tea- it
chers and their tra:_nma facilities. Primary educa- |
‘ 4i6n: will necessatrily have to be taken oh g mas:
"sivé’ gealé, but this, «does not medn ;'ftlla-tﬁ ;there

let. E"dt:n,ﬁn in qua]ity of education.
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