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KUALA LUMPUR: Asia

.u_:m women, or three- -quar-
ters of the world's popula-
lion of 948 E::.un illiter-
ales. |

The number of :Emﬂmﬁm -
-in Asia and the Pacific re-

glon increased [rom 638 lermines n_::m ﬂmn_m?m_w.

mm m.m_. instance, : rmm a bnw.-
I m .O -

ing to all mmmmmmﬁm:p macde

by the United Nations Edu- wmﬁmm_:_ﬁ:m: m. mmcnmrn?

cational, Scientific annd Cul- .mﬁ and nulrition. }

| {ural Oﬂrmzhxm:as_, o solve the adult illiter-

(UNESCO). | mﬂﬂ _u_,.u_u_mE in the region,

This is despilé the fact

“that literacy tale {or the re-

. m__u: grew. from 45.5. per cent .
in 1970 1o 65.2 per cent in
1990. It is expecled to reach
i 71.1 per cent by the m:a of

| the century, -

+ @ A UNESCO wzm_%mnm .

.classifies two groups of. il

literates, An illiterate is a

person’ 15 years or older

who cannat read and wrile a-

short Simple m»mﬁmﬁma

aboul mqﬂ%&mu}:,m. ‘

1] The first group llves in

rural aréas where lleracy is

réckoned to be at least 20

percentage points. lower

than those for urban areas.

The second group is com- -

\l posed of women, Sialistics

Fmrcé that of every 10 1llit-

! ————_

E.m.mm in the region, six are
WOINEen. i
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-Pacific Prografmmme for Edu-
~calion Jor All -{APPEAL) in
1987. Aside Jrom eradica-
tion of illiteracy, APPPEAL
«?150 alms al a universal

provision of ﬁon:::_um ed-
ucation programmes. =

. .In Asia and lhe Pacific
region, only Australia, New
Zealand, Japan and the re-
ﬂ:_uz..,.m of the former Soviet

-

i]

Union have achieved uni-
versal literacy:
In récent years, m_:mm..
“pore and South Korea joined
. the list, largely composed of
"industrialized nations.”
Afghanistan, Nepal,
Pakistan, Cambodia,
- Bangladesh, and Bhutan

&R
QA
£
Fy
o
0
W
"
..w-,,
5
Q
R
by

i )

| ﬁ.ﬁmnaazﬂm for more than
oo miliion :Ennmpm men _.m owm

The rate. for women de:

UNESCO launched the Asia-

primary education and’

" have less than mo E::m:
illiterates in the world. )
. Population growth, qual-
ity of life; health and envi; .
ronmental problems have.

been identilied as ‘some. of
the urgent issues thal’re-
quire atteniion in Asia and

the Pacilic to realize the

goal of basic education lor

80 per cent of the region s

_,;E_meﬁ by the year 2000.
““How effeclively m&:am.
tion leaclers and the educa-

tion community as a whale
- respond, to (hese major:
‘challenges will have a direct
“elfect on the quality of life’

and future development of
the region,” a UNESCO re-

. port says.. p

The UNESCO -.mwci ti-
tled ecducation for @mﬂm_aﬁ,
menlt: xmmﬁnsﬂ:zn to New
a:ﬂ:mnrmm notes that 3,400.
million or almost two-
thirds of the world's lolal
ﬁaﬁ:_m_ ion live in _Pm;m and
the Pacifi¢ region.

The region's annual
growth rale is.1.7, although
growth rates differ itpon
equalry to counlry. ‘the

- 2000.

Although the m_:i:w. ol
" life differs among societies,
the-report says, some basic

w

countries with the Hm_.rnm_
_ucm:‘_m:n_zm

._._r..

ESCO's illiteracy survey

"Continued -population

mw.m.ig presenis major
problems  for economic
growth and for tackling

problems- such as poverly -
 producl (GNP) per capila in

,ﬂE.H.ms_ dollars for coun-

and Llhe need lo improve
health services and the mﬁ_n..
guale provision of _cam
says lhe report,

-Due to the m:FEr popu-
“lation in the region, pri-
“imary school-aged popula- -

lion generally of 6. {o-11
years old Is expected 1o in-
crease from 409 million to
481 .millions by the 'year

elements are generally ac-
cepled. These include a rea-
sonable lile expeclancy. ad-
equate food and nutrition,

basic housing and c¢lothing,
aclequate EncEn and

- méaningful employment,

access 1o heallh and educa-

toh services, aggl -ability to

parlicipate in communitly

highesl rates come (rom - il u:a cultural ﬁ:ﬂmﬂ:m.
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The report, however,

noles that over the past
cdecade, the economic per- »

formance of many develop- -

ing courntiries in -the region

has been impressive. |
Average gross national

. itries in Eastern Asia and

-the Pacific increased to

US$390 from the previous

wamma during 5@ same

period.
"Overall economic nu:&-

tions: in their region re-

mained strong In 1990 to
1992, despite déterioration
in the world ‘economy.,” the.
report says.

Bul -despite the impres-

sive economlic development,:

-
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poverty. remains .a major..

._u_dv_ﬂu in the _.mr_ﬂ?

“Pover G. is Eﬁﬂ associ-
ated with low mﬁ_:nﬂ:u:_
standards and lacK™®of rele-

Furthermore, .&mmmmnm
conlinue to take its toll in
the réglon. The dreaded Ac-
quired Immune Deflciency:
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van! employment skills,” :. _
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