P
> 7

o v

0L

W-“"" " T He

| mfsw 1 B DEC 19887
KN YA

x> T

dhe Bangladesh Times

-‘-ll.ﬁ—l—

S

3

- ¢ INTERNATIONAL LITERACY YEAR: 1990

1 goals to

and promoting information - ex-~
change . and international Co~ . ed

CHARTER prepared by . = '
the studenis of the Ma-

_ ke’re_ University, Uganda, ‘
in 1979, said, “We cannot afford . | '
to build two nations withig the o

-— | Y el R . - —_ - -

-Same territorial boundaries —
one rich, -educated — and’ the
uthf:r,‘ which constitutes - the
majority of the population
poor and illiterate,” L

id . »
Being married io an educat-

A similar statEhleﬁt could be

man can be a great asget

1 written for the
1 In a world of
beople, sone billion are illiter
ate, The majority of them are
poor and live in rural arcas of
developing countries, But in re~

tries have become mcreasingly

the: so-called functional illite-

rates. . |

| Generally speaking, literacy
1 s one’s ability to 1ead and
| Wwrite in one's mother tongue

-Or national language, According

to the UN Educational, -Scien-
| tfic and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), a person is literate
‘when he can read and write.
| -and knows enough mathema-
| -_ 1tics “for effective’ functioning’
\ . in his group or community” and

| is capable of using these ‘skills
forwards his own or the com-
munity's devélopment,

A 1965 UNESCO conference of

education ministers developed

the concept of '‘functional lit-

“eracy”. _The functionally illit-

crate are considercd able to

- read and write. at an eelement-

| ary lfevel, but lack the literacy.

8kills needeed to cope with the

¢ demands of ‘complex living and-
working environments,

In December 1987 the UN Ge-
neral Assembly declared 1990 as
International Diteracy Year.
(ILY). Observance of the Year
offers national Governments an
opporiunity tc: .

]~ * Renew and invigrote actions
. to combat illiteracy;
o * Awaken pfhblic . awarcness
about the gravity of the prob-
fem; | |

* Increase public participation .
-in literacy campaigns ; |
* Co-ordinate national and in- -
. ternational efforts ;
¢ Strengthen co-operation wi-
thin the UN system and among
non-governmental  organiza-
{ions ; - . -
. * {Lay the foundation for laun
ching a plan of action aimed
at eradicating illiteracy by. thcj-
year 2000, _ P
The .UN Educational Scienti-
fic and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) is the lead UN
agéncy' for the global campaign
against illiteracy and the focal
point of TLY, prnvidfing nation~
‘al Coveraments and non-gove
cmmeﬁﬁnc:rgbii zations (NGOs?
with ak _étancej and guidance
in devising litéracy campalgn
and other ' activities for the
Year. : -

UNESCO’s litéracy pro_gratﬁ- |

T

world at large :
over five billion

ccnt years industrialized ‘coup-

-aware of their own tiliterates-<-

. dustry, ng progress in g0

ca:tiun. It helps
tries develop national
and education

indivi{:i}lail Governments and
NG{Jf In over 100 countries

A 1387 symposium on litera-
€y convened by UNESCO éon-

- ¢luded that the struggle agains

-l!llfﬂ:t'&ﬂ}? called for the mohi-
li.mtmn of all elements of so-
ctety, with Governments in the
lcad and the
I*I_Gps, youth groups, the me-
dia, publishing’ companies and
individuals .

One of ILY'S major objec-
tives is to increase Government
and public participation in lit-
cracy work. An International
Task Force on Literacy (ITFL)
was formed in 1987 under the
auspices of UNESCO' as an
umbrella group for some 100,000
NGOs from all over the world,
Currently it is composed of 27

" international and regional orga-

nizations and co-operatihg
bodies. At the initiative of ITFI,
an internatioral media collo~
quium was held in Paris in
May 1989, bringing together

- media leaders from all over the
world " to enlist their support

for ILY. :

Education (and- by extension..
literacy) is recognized as a
fundamental hurnan rights, and
an essential ingredient for the
enjoyment of other human
rights, . The Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights, adopted
by the UN ‘General Assembly in
1048 states: - -

“Everyone has the right to
education. ;.. Education shall be
directed to the full development
of the human personality and

. to the strengthening of respect

for human rights dnd fungda-
mental freedoms.” I

The Fourth UNESCOQ Interna-
tional Qonfepense on Adult -
Eduegtign in March 1983 not-
ed: _ : [

* “There can be no human
development without the right
to learn, Thére will be no break
throughs in agriculture and in-

_ mmu-
nity hegith - apd, indeed, ng
cherge in Jearming gongdition§
withgut the right to jearn. Wi=
thout this right- there>'will bg
no improvements in *thﬂl §tand= -

‘ard of ljving .for -workers in

cities and’ villageg.! - -

A far Jess ejoguent but more
direct case for litgracy is given
fn a Vietnamese song used to

operation in literacy and edus
member coun- |
literacy

i Pprogrammes,
and provides ' financial. assisi-

ance- - for literacy. projects —
319.3 million in 1983-19:% — to

involvement of-

"subway

“But being married to an up-
cducated one

“Is like being married {o an
ass, "

Illiteracy aggiravates the pro-
_F:-Ifrms of poverty, malnutrition
tnadequate health care and run-
avay population growth which
tace many countries. It pre-
vents free choice of work,
?ampe_rs people’s participation
in their countries’ political life
and hiaders development,

The:_ geography of illiteracy is
the géography of underdevelop- |
ment. The link .between a coun-
iry's per capith income and its,
Iileracy rate has long been est-

. ablished, As ehrly as 1955, stu-

di_es found that all countres
With per capita incomes above
$500 had 'a literacy rate of 90
per cent or belter, all countries
with per capith incomes below
$200 had literacy rates of 30 -

. per cent or below.

The link between the two .is
not difficult tgd detect, A liter-
ate population :

. * is. more productive. on the
Job, and masters new' techno-
togies and methods more
easily; . |

* Has grecaler job opportuni-

- ties: :

* In rural villages, can take
better advantage of banking
and cooperative facilities, and

“learnn from' written materials

about climate¢ and new me-
thods for farming and lives

‘tock- mandgement, or for main-

taining equipment, wells and
jrrigation system;

* In urban areas, is more easi
ly integrated into community
efforts to improve the quality

-of life; | L

* Can ensure betfer health and
hygienc for -their, families and

‘make informed choices ahout

family “planning. -
A French woman, who ¢ould
neither reach .ngr write, could
only .4nage to locate her.
station. in Paris by
repembe ing the wall posters.

The. pronlem was, ~ hawever,

‘that the posters were canstant-

1y changed and the poor wo-

. man gﬂt Iﬂﬁt* ) . .

* A Bangladeshi villager, who

‘had believed h¢ had only plac.

ed his piece of land "under:
mortgage, (o the village land-
lord, was shocked to learn that
the document ke had signed by
thumb-printing was actually g
sales "deed. He thus lost his
only possession because he
gould neither read nor write.

~ In the United States, a man
wha wanted "to joip an anti-

- 'ﬂ- L]
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‘had to approach a. literacy
tutor to read to him the bro-
chures he had been given. His
conclusion: “I am  accepted
more if I am an alcoholic than
il"'I say I can't read.” . |
¢ The proportion of illiterates
in- the world population has’
been falling from 33 per cent
in 18970 to 27 per cent in
« 1985-but_ the absoulte num-
~ ber of illiterates continues ' to
grow because of high popula-

tion growth, :
- Jdn 1983 " |
. There were some 889 million
illiterates aged 15 and above,
* Over 100 million children of

in the developing  countries
were not enrolled in schools,
. * Asia, where 56.8 per cent of
the population w.s illiterate,
was home to three quarter; of
the world's illitecates ;. L4 rer
cent of Africa’s population and
34.6 per cent of Latin Am-ori+
~ cans were illit2rate, T
* Of the 32 countries where -

" could read and write, 22 were in
" Africa and 7 in Asia,
* Literacy training for adults
- was on the rise — from 1.7 bil-
' lion in 1975 to 2.3 billion in
+ 1985, )

- * Morec women were illitérate
than men, More than one out
of every three women was illit-
erate ‘while only one man out
of five could not rcad and

'~ write, Ten African and four
Asian countries-had an illiter-
acy  rate for women in cxcess
of 80 per cent.

' Industrialized countries ac-
count for 20 million or just 2
“" per cent of the global tota! of
literates. However, the num-
ber of functional illiterates may
. be considerably larger — over
50 million according to one

F b b B

. technolagy and jehs becoming
‘Inereasingly -demanding, their
number is growing, - -

* A ‘regent study prepared by

. the Hupapean Qommunity esti-
mated that ‘une in 2, West Eu-

. Burope, illiteracy rates "reach
%3 per cent, o
* A studv pongugted by the
Southam neyspaper group ip
Canada conciuded that one in

promote liferacy campaigns |

Sl —

: ekt — e e——————

ne B’@&@h@d -
L}, - AL N .

. countries

 primary-school age (j-1] years)

less than half the poplation -

source, With rapid changed Il

repeans 1s illiterate, In some

alcoholism programme  first

e SV,

L]

bus schedule, . - | :
- In 1988, 35 industrialized
countries, in co-operation with
UNESCO, issued 2 recommenda
tion calling for concerted
efforts to prevent
illiteracy and laid the basis for
future co-operation amount the
. conceimed - and
UI]ES CG- r - ) ‘
Séveral countries have already
launched - successful literacy
campaigns combining UNESCO
" support with the efforts of Gov-
ernments, non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and other
international -  organizations,
Some example: « 7
* Ethiopia in 1974 had an ilti-
teracy rate of over 93 per cent
Five years later, in 1979, a ma-
jor literacy campaign was
launched, Volunteers from all
sections- of educated society
. were mobilized, A million and
a half people were expected to
participate in the first phase

of the programme, but more -

than 6 million became involved.:
By 1983, Ethiopia’s illiteracy
rate had dropped to 44.8 per
. cent, ,
_*In the Federal Republic of
Germany, where as many as 3
million. peupic may be func-
tionally illiterate, more than
300 “Volkshochulen™ or adult
education ‘centres have been
opened 1o cater specificallv to
‘the /needs - of at- least 10,000
functional illiterates each year,
. The programmc is  supported
by the efforts of the Govern-
" ment, NGOs and Iﬂ'ua'* media, *

* InGhana, a theatre group.
Kusum Agromba, is luring chil-
dren back to schogl by show-
ng why education is neces-

sary, Ty e
*In India radio and t.levisino
play en important rale in the
national literacy campaign,’
Nicaragua launched o1 inten-
sive literacy programme in
1980. More than 100,000 people
volunteered to teach 700,000 of

the country’s illitepates, Using:

a method developéd by the
famous Bragilian literacy tea-
cher Paula Freiro, more. than
400,000 pecople learned to read
and wrile in just six mmonths,
The .country's literacy imte rose
from 30 per cent to §7 per cent,

* In Somalla, a leteracy cam-

every four Qanadians is func*
tionally illiterale. Ten per cent
+~of Qanadian adulis can't-under-
~dgtand the-dosage directions on.
’ a medicine bottle, 20 per c_ent‘
- gan’t selegt a- fact from a sim®
ple pewspaper article, d§ per
gent can't figure out the tip on
" a lupch bill and 3 per cent
have serious problems using a

LT s
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paign' combined with a health
and sanitation
helping to bripg down
illiteracy rate amofif §FBmens
* In.Bangkok’s slums ol Raja-

taphan and Sam Sen, UNESCO .

and Thailand’s education au-
thority launched an innovative
literagy programme,
on women, it comhined fitera-

pragramme is’
high g

Focused .

-
— -

- ™ Oy Jearmng wiln iessons i em

plovable skills, primary health
- carc and housekeeping, In just
three months - from January
to March 1988 — the lives of
. 400 poor families' were radical-
« ly changed. Their incomes rose,
their homes were cleaner and

their children - were healthier.
The success of the project has
led to a similar programme for
600 road sweepers of the city's
Phyatha -district;

functionale .

-*In the Uinted Stxes, nearly
3400 clder volunteers in -the.
Naiional Retired Senior Volun-
teer Programme (RSVP) con-
tributed over 208,000 hours to
litetacy efforts in their com-
munities between 1985 and 1988,
The project reached: both urban .

and rural areas.” Qver 2,800 of

~ihe volunteers becamé tutors.
The programme received grants
from ACTION, the national
volunteer agency, and the Day-
ton Hudson' Foundation, and.
was managed by an NGO, Lau-.
bach Literacy Action,

- The UN system of program-
- mes and agencies, with UNES-

. CO in the lead, is rallying the

support of Go®ernments and
the public for a global assault
on iliteracy,. UN bodies are-
pooling their resources in sup-
port of the literacy program-
me, The UNESCO campaign
against illiteracy has already

been launchéd in co-operation
with the UN Children's Fund .
{UNICEF), UN Development
Programme (UNDP), and the
World Bank. The programme
~aims 10 secure a common basic
level of primary education in
cvery country for at least 80
per cent of all 14-vear-olds by

the vear 20[]} |
UNESCO along with UNICEF
UNDP, and the World Bank

will convene a‘world conference
on Education'for All : Meeting
Basic Learning Needs in Bang-
kok, Thailand, in March 1990,
to bring together educators and
education administrators,

- .+ Discussions *~ are currently
under way within the UN on a
strategy for a fourth UN Deve-
lopment Decade -in the 1990s.
The Committee on Develop-
ment Planning, an internation .
al group of experts, has singl~
¢d out “human development"
a5 a key element of the strate-

gy. .In particular, the experts
cite education, along with ,
hcalth, nutrition and housing, .
as investments with the poten-!{
tial to yield “‘at least as high
@ return” - as invesiments in-
physical assets. They point to
; the links befivééf;f literacy,’
i health and education;.and liter
acy and~labour productivity,
They have also identified the
attainment  of wuniversal pri-
--mary education — especially .
for girls — as a ‘“*particularly
_desirable goal” for the decade.
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