' By A Staff Reporter
{ Education Minister Barris-
ter Zamiruddin Sircar Wednes-
day said the government was
. -ready to increase its contribu-
tion to the salary of non-gov-
crnment college and school.

- per cent to 75 per cent provided
f}fey call off their strike and;

|

.ecachers from the existing 70 -

-

|

B

join duties.

"We ‘are ready to increase

five per cent in accordance to
the demand of the leaders of the
striking teachers to complete
the package deal”, Barrister
Sircar said at a press priefin
held .at his.Jatya .Sangsa
Chamber. - - -

Post and Teleccommunica-
tion Minister Tarigqul Islam
and State Miaister for Educa-
tion Principal Md. Yunus Khan
also spoke at the bricfing,..

The Education Minister re- .

jected the demand of the teach-
ers to raise thelir retircment age
to 70 years describing it as an

"impossibility”. The demand

does not carry any substance;
he said. = - . -

- Barrister Sirear said an ad-
ditional amount of Tk,
crore would have to be paid an-
nually from the government's

exchequér if the demiand for

. teachers'” sa
1 mented. - 4

er cent of the

paying 100
ary Is imple-

He informed that the gov-
ernment contribution to non-
government school and coliege
teachers amounted to Tk. 368
crore in 1992 and it has in-
creased to Tk. 540 crore this

year. Without the proposed 5 -

per cent incréase, the total gov-
ernment contribution would

-Contd. from page 1°

“emment would: have to go for

additional taxation. This will

not only make the government.
- unpopular but also impose ad-
‘ditional tax load on the poeple. .

Telecommunication Minis-
‘ter Tariqul Islam said. the pre-
sent governmcent allewed the
teachers the benefit of the re-
vised pay scale beginning in the
July, 1992, which increased the
salary |
overage by 30 per cent.

i68 .

..

_striking

1500 ctore annuatly.

referring”to serfes. of negotia-
tions with the leaders of the
"teachers,
Sicar said the government had
already. accepted 13 out of the
total 15 demands of the teach-
ers.. ‘ |

-.in principle w |
with the teachers on theif.de-..
mand for 100 per cent govern-
ment grants, but we can not do
{t because of financial con-
straints”, he said. :

He said teachers now ﬁt_the

time of their retirement go

empty handed. But, he:'said,

Prinie Minister Begum Khaleda -
Zia has allocated a fund ofTk.

25 crore to the teachers's wel-
fare fund so that they can get

gratuity equivalent to” one
month's basic pay lor every |

year of-their service.
. He said if all the demands of

the teachers are implemented, -

the total government spending
on the non-government teach-
ers would ultimately rise to Tk.

The Education Minister

said donors have already

warned that they might not
provide assistance to the edu-

cation sector if the government
takes steps contrary to.frec
market cconomy. L

He said to mect the full de-

' mands of the teachers, the gov-
. risc to Tk. 690 crore in 1995. .
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Barrister

le we don'émliffer

He said - the guﬁirﬁ_ﬁiént
agreed to give the teachérs the

- benefit of one time scale and

of the teachers on an -

"had increas
cent. But over a period of only

rajsed the medical allowance

from Tk.-100 to Tk. 150 from

July this ycar.
Mr Tariqul

islam said

tcachers were on strike for long

;

§
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Salary grants.

125 days in 1974, but the teach- -

“ers’ benelit was not incereasced

by the then government not
even by a taka,. | |

He said the
ceplence of the

overnmoeni ac-
crmand for time

scal would cost Tk. 100 crore”

annually. -

Principal Yunus Khan said
when fallen dictator Ershad
was the Chairman of th¢:Nop-
Government Teachers Associa-
tion, the saliéy :

by only., 20 per

three years under the present
government, "the salary in-

crease of teachers was 77 per
cent. | L
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