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_ the
aorth of Kenya, a team of -

scientists is flghung to, stop

'grﬂeelande furning into desert.. .
iﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ
Cambodian  refugee  children:
have gune io school for the
the
Queen last month opened an
o raise funds to
Prescrve ancient Buddhist o
ttes in Sri Lanka. All over the

In. and, almost

ficst  time. In Longon,

eXhubition

world, oil driller consult ‘a

urique geological atlas of the
panet,

The common strand running.

thxmngh such diverse activities
is that they siem from a sig-
glo organmisation which has
taken on itself the promotion
and management of many of
the world's  development pro-
jects. The United Nations Edu-

cational, Scientific and Cultur-

al Organisation (UNESCO) has

a wider range, and a higher

idea of its own scope, than

| just about any. other mtema-.

ticnal body.,

"l

A’ questionnaire sent 10 iﬂ: :

155 merober states fgr £Oms
pIetmn by the end of Yune ask-

: “What are the main pro-
bIems which - face the world
today and, which. ...5¢em to
you likely to have maior im-
bact on the future of socie:

ties, on the satisfaction of the'

| aspirations and needs of peo-
+ |

ples . and of individuals,  and
on the achievement of a ‘de-
cent life in the future’

Many member states ‘evid-

ently had other things on their

and
‘further social progress 7"

minds. By the June 30 dead- .

lin¢, only 88 had replied.
The lack of a w:r.der respohse

is unlikely to act as any brake ' .

on. UNESCO’s presenptlenl

for the future. Neither is the E

fact that many replies came
from mdustrielised' nations an-
meue to .-limit UNESCO's
growth. Mr Amadou Mahtar
M'Bew the director general,

has made it cléar he intends

to ensure that the weight of
replieﬁ from "advanced nations
is smtab]y ﬁxseeunted and has
told his own  secretariat to

. eupply,eltemetﬁre suggestions.

i -~ Such methods are typical of

"|-

. a ‘dypamic of -its own,

the way "'UNESCO works. A
United States Government re-
port onthe organisation’s cur-
rent plen conchuded that pri-
or consultations “anppeared to
- have little or no- effect on the
final document™, " UNESCO has

"from g .distinct 1deuleg1eei
orientation at the centre, the
"balance .of votes among mem-
ber states and the power of

born
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mterpreter

Y of world § conscience

in one instance,
order” view even streiches to
concern about the spread of

pop music. A suggestion that

UNESCO should convene a
meeting of all Nobel Prize win-
owas rejected because
there. would' have becn. too
many Americans and not
enough representatives of the
t‘ie veloping world,

- For an nrgemsatmn deveted
to spreading knowlcdge, - UN-
ESCO is the subject of a large -
number of misapprehensions.

Among the Western public
who know what the acronym

stands for, the general. image
is probably one of a neutral
diesemineler of oducation,

: "R""r.r ":r S . i
F i_ '-'- x . A

_thé “new

-

has links with 456 speeielised
non-governmental associations,

Mr M’Bew a Senegaleso
Shepherd s son who has direc-
ted the organisation since 1974,

‘takes a broad view of his task,

. seeing UNESCQO as the inter-

the hopes
-Cutture,

preter of the world's consct-
ence.and the cmbodiment of

of all _
for instance, he de-

fines as "the sum toial of &

- pzople’s creative aciivities, - its

- raethods of production-and of
‘appropriation of material as
sets, its form of organisatiqa,
its beliefs and sufferings, its
work and leism'e. its drecams
and suceess”. : .
'”eei. m;ght eeem 10 preempt

.Pene peper end desks Hope gleams for Cammbodian refugee

s eh:ldren at school for the first time in Thailand. -

science and culture a Some-

its bureaucracy; e
" wh
'I'.l‘zat dynamic prumntee a hat ﬂbﬁtmﬁﬂ' think-tank
which sometimes comes intow
certain view dfy the E the. DeWard %s
 ofer~ dnarrbd¥ ¥he Rkl oG TICHE by Saving a ey |
inonument, getting em-

|

nrejeets UI"-IESCD pureuses.
The =zim is the creation of
new orders in

‘commugnity of equal, truly in
dependent nations - sheltered

frem the: harmful effects of
{ international economic,

social

all fields of .
Jhuman hfe based on a we-rld-_

and ciltural currents. Imevit- -

ab!y, Western aftitudes are
cither criticised or .simplh ie

'nered. all the way from Mr
MBow's dismissal of .“centres
to his .

of economic power”

| warning against “the insuffi:
ciently -confrolled preeminence. .
of the mass cemmumeat:en.
me!dlae

'. eeneirete-—prejeets linked
shecific problems such as L

breﬂed in the Arab-Israeli con-

flict or. being involved in the

d.ra"-l_;'nﬂut debate on interna-
tional news. In the develnp-

ing nations, UNESCO is like-
ly to mean something more-

io

lerecy or the practical anpli-
caticn of scientific reseereﬁ

Both' views ignore the trie

" sgale ‘of UNESCO's. programme.
PIo-

of UNESCO's
The list of projects

scale
gramme

. and budgets for 1981-83 runs

to 2,835 items and fills 658

, smgle-spa.eed rages. UNESCO

the work of the rest of the
otfanisation. But although it
has recently drawn attention

through its invalvemnent,in the
| mfer_metien debate, the Culture
and Communication sector is

one of UNESCQ’s smaller de-
partments. Social Science, too,

‘ deepite ¢ncompassing every-
-thing from peace, disarmament
- and humar rights to the role

of youth, the status of women
end_ help for poor nations re-
gnlialing with transnationa!

firms, is another of the emal—
' ler sections, - -

The natural sciences and
cducation constitute the bullc
of IUNESCQ's.

¢d, grouped mainly into bhig

~manking.”

- sive-sounding

| Programmes.
~ For 1931-83. neal:,r 800 npatural -
sciencd projects are schedul-

i

- undertakings, such as a $35m

{£18m}) study of occan and cuas-
tal marine systems and a
$lsm programme on mineral

and cnergy resources which

produced the world geological

- atlast among other wvaluable

resulte. Educatiop accounts
for nearly 60 programmme
items and almost 40 per cent
¢f the operational budger.

The sheer length of UNES-
C(X’s project Lst is misieading
in suggesting a behemoth
spreading its ideas‘and opera-
ticns all over the world.

The gigantism is larsely a
matter gi paper ilusion bred
from the desire of many mem-
ber' states to get what they
can out of the organisation

and from the inability, or un- .

willingness, of the .administra.

- tive secretariate to set realis-
tic limits to growth.

The gap between the pru-

gramme and rcality becomes

apparent as soon as one looks

- at the, money- and staff at |

-

UNESCO'S  disposal. Funcs

* contributed directly by mem-
ber states for 198183 will to-
tal $625,374,000.. With the agd.

dition of money from interna-
tional organisations and gov
ernments which use UKESCO

to execute projects, the three-
. ¥ear total incomes
over 31,000m. $315m a year is

toc  just

not a great deal with .which

t0 handle the kind of world.

problems UNESCO has taken
unto itself, .particularly when
nearly $100m of that is absor-
bed by nonoperational items.

1he staff ¢o handie al thesoe

| programmes, and ali the admi-

nistration, is neant to fotal

- 3321 people. In fact, as will

be secn, it is somewhmat less. -

Many Impres
Programines
h.a*'e only one or two experts

support jobs,

- "professionals” in UNESCO

speak — assigned to them. A

stngle employee may be In .

charge of several projects, wor-
king in a sparsely-furnished,
linoleum-floored box of an

office which contrasts mar-

" Nore than half the staff do .
- ¢larical, secretarial and other

T Paliodey
L]

kedly with - the cmuifled, carsyt
peted avods of tup seeretermLP

officials "on " the” fifth floor Gl!f

the "organisation’s f.eft Ban
headquarters,

the Eiffe]l Tower.

directly below
Mr M’Bow’s spaciaus duplex
apartment looking nut towards |

F

. For all the sweeping rheio

‘ric and global! planning. UN.
- ESCO is Kkcpt going b

i1
labours of the peoole in 'he
small  offices. and those it
serids into the ficld. Tn gene-

ral, they seem to be in better

health than the central admi.
nistrative bureaucracy in Pnrie

and some of the proiccts they

the carying cat show how
valuablc an ergamsetmn UN.
ESCC can be,

-
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