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Legal measures must for.

mass literacy plan -

By A Stiaff Reporter

ﬁecessary.legal_ measures (0
implement the plans for com-

“prlsory universal free primary

education, and mass-literacy by
1885 were .urged at the work-
sliop on “removal of illiteracy
f from Bangladesh by -1985" on

fWednesday.

“The participants at t;;e-work- |

shop demanded that an official
arnnouncement in this regard
should come by February 21
-and the laws to be enacted
should come into " force by
March 26 this year,

, - The workshop also called for
expansion of the National Mass-
literacy Council with inclusion
of representatives from related
ministries and non-zoverament

the authorities - concerned to

mmplement the Government po-
licies. - ' :

mass-literacy committees at djse
trict, thana. unjon and village
levels reprcsenting . the various
organisalions participating in
the massdiericy’ drive  was
emphasised..” Such committecs
would be responsible for im- .
plementation ol the programme
in their respective areas.

The workshop underlined the
nced for adequate campaign
through the mass media to po-
pularise the mass-literary drive

- among the people-with a view
to turning it inlo a nardonal |

movement. | o
Other recommendations that
-were put forward included :

organisation working ' in  the . ,
fgﬁ‘: lie council would .directh speedy supply of primers an:
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" Nawaiish. Ali Khan
“ desh . Television in the after

foliow-uv reading materiais $ou

earners, and esiablishment of .

'Village-level libraries * for the
.purnose ;  establishment of an-
.institute for-research and eva:
tluution of the programme efe
:traiping of literacv workers at
rali levels; and necessary finan- -
ictal allocations to the non-gov-

Contd. from vage 1
. ernmenl organisations and ag-

. encies working for - mass-liters

" acy in the basis of their active
‘Lles. - i |

-Un Wednesday  two DAPSLS
were presented by Dr Mizanur
Rahman Shelley; President Na-

i tional " Advisory Council, Bang:

. ladesh Literacy Socicty, and Mr
of Bangla

*noon and the morning*sessioas
respectively., i -
CO-ORDINATED EFFORTS
In his paper Dr Mizanur Rah-
r man_ Shellev pointed out that
the kev to the successes of

f mass-literacy. : programmes in

other developing countries Iikg

1 Nepal," Bhutan, Sri lanka an

Burma was the properly coor
dinated efforts of the youth
i and women communities and
~ thc non-government social wel
fare organisstigns.. - _
. Government programmes ins.
pired rather than creating obse

:- tacles in the formation® and

existence of .such organisations
} in those countries, he said.
 He said that _sociocconomic
, development programmes

E;Entr?es like Bangladesh were
. affected mnot only due 10 'lacllé
" of economic and orkanisationa

‘'strength, and pruper mana%e-
. ment, but also beccause ¢of the
f absence of sincerity. If sincerd
i ty was available  at the politi-
. cal level, it was not seen in the
. unper, echelon of the adminis-
' trative inachinery. Again sincers
1 efforts at lower levels are often
. demolished at upper levels due
- either to political or group
! pressures, he said.

Dr Shalley called for utilising

rvices of the Jativa Juba -
l_gfn::th; Jativa Mohila Sangs
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Meanwhile the formation '.of

- mustrative ‘structire and ma- .

Literacy -
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tha. Boy: Scouts  -Girls Guide,
and - other voluntary . organisa
Lions and_agencies for achicv
Ing mass-literacy in the coun-.

iry. He.sugpested that neces
sary changes in the relevant ad- !
nagement -should he bruup,htI
about for the:rurpose, ;

Meanwhile:. Dr Shelley advos f
cated -the “case - to exXtending fi-
nancial support to the literacy -
workers onithe basis of their
activities. He:said -that the mj |
nistries - of . youth - development,
women - aflairs, social welfare,
etc., could:earmark a certain

percentage - of - their  develop-
ment budget: for mass-literacy.
He also surgested an organi- ;
sational framework for streng.
thening the mass-literacy driva.
There could ' be a national co-
ordination - council headed by

the President with a number
of subcommiitees under it for
Performing specific tasks. 1

The ' afternoon session, presi-
ded over;bygMr Azharul Huq :
of Planning# Commission., was
address=d; by :Dr- Pelwar Hos
sain' and . Messrs Khan Alaud- ,
dm, A.K.M::Shahiduilah, Mati- i
ur Rahman!; Fahmida Hafiz, ,
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Asoke Chakrabarti, Hajera Kha:
tun, Abdul’ Quddus. Abul Ka-
shiem , Sandwip,  Md - Osman !

Ghani . and - Jalaluddin ~among }
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