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" By Shamsul Huq Zahid
| T
-President Lt Gen. H. M. Er-

yshad, whp -is also the Chair-
‘man of the first SAARC sum-
;mit told |a post:summit press
:conference on Sunday that the
{summit had “certainly” reduc-
}ed fears ';iand- mistrust among
"SAARC nember-nations and
created an atmosphere conge-
"nial to resolving outstanding
I bilateral i%sues.
t; .President Ershad addressed
‘the crowdpd press conference
sitting on {a flag decked dais
of the Committee Room of the
Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban, the
Ssummit venue, '
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4 momentous event and said
that for the time in the his-
tory of South Asian Region,
countries ‘now have an instl-
tutional arrangement for peris

odic consultations at the ‘high.
est level and.to concert efforts
in the economic, -social and
other spheres- for improving
the quality‘ of life of pecples
of the region, |

He said that summit meet-
ing had been characterised by
8 remarkable degree of warmth
enthusiasm and understanding.
There had been a clear stress

on the part of -all 'lead;em that
‘o make the new organisation
viable and in time transform
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rent . for co-operation and
peace, | .
no acrimotiious bilateral issues
would be discussed in the pew-
1y launched SAARC forum_ Hbe,
however, said, “We have creas
ted an atmosphere in which

seven South Asian -gountries

can sit and discuss, All out-.
. standing issues can be resolve

ed athrnugh this organisation,”

President Ershad said that
there was a possibility of in.
cluding trade as an area " for
Co-operation among . SAARC
member nations. in ap “appro-
priate time”,
sSummiteers had discusfed  the
fssue. = “‘ |

The SAARC - Chairman said
the SAARC did - welcome the
Nepalese King Birendra’s of<
fer to harness her vast resour-
ces for mutual ‘benefit of the
Countries of the region,

President Ershad termed
unfounded the apprehension
that in course of economic co-
operation less developed mem-
bers - would turn intg . hinter-
land of the more developed
members, o

He said that the sinmiteers
had confined their discussions

8

- within regional issues and that
had not discussed the Afghan.
. istan or Kampuchea “issue,

On a question on terrorism,
the summit Chairman gaid that
South Asian leadery had a
positive attitude towards tor.
rorism. The leaders had asked
the Foreign Secretaries to form

study groups to 1ook into the

. drug abuse and tferrorism is.

retariat

and recommend measyres
to combat those problems,

He informed that ¢l a3 gec.
of SAARC was selec-
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L was just &0 seconds “from
four in the afternocon on Sun-
day when the history was
made with a strike of a hame
mer by summit Chairman Pre-
sident H. M, Ershad whg dege
Jared “the charter is hereby
adopted” and SAARC was born,

Delegates, guests, diplomats ‘
applauded {0 give g2 standing
ovation to the SUMMUILEeers e=*
two Kings, four Presidents and

a Prime Minister, " The South
Asian - leaders greeted eaeh -
Othét warmiy with the flag

decked dais of the plenary Hal}

of the Jatiya Sangsagd Rhaban
throbbing in happiness. ' .-

Seven Jamdani elad volunie
leers earried geven copies of
in dark brown
les and made their rotations
io seven Heads of State andg
Government as they (leaders)
put their signature on the nis.
toric document by golden pens

pm to.

Rajiv Gandhij

specially imported from 11.S.A.

Nepalese monarch Birendra
Bikram Shah Dey proposed
that the drast charter he ad-
opted hy acclamation.

‘After the SIgning .of the
Charter, Bhutanese King, Primae
Minister of India, President of
Maldives "King of Nepal. Pre.
-sidern; of Pakistan and. Presie«
dent of Sri Lania delivered
their speeches

Pakisian. President Gen, Zise
Ul Hag left the dajs g¢ 4-19
' 2y his Asy prayvers
Indian Prime Ministes
: was about to
Iinish his statement at the e} ¢
cluding session. President Zig
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