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N . - |°  Leaders—of the seven South Asian - nat:ons are
}-meeting here today at ahistoric summit to launch
» 4 regional orgamsatwn for cnoperatmn which could
'pave the way for improved bilateral relations
, - amang them, :
: | - ‘Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi of India, Presi-
| dent Zia-ul Hagq ‘of : Pakistan, President Junius
i ; | - Jayewardene of Sri Lanka, King Birendra of Nepal,
Premdent Mamoon' Abdul Gayoom . of the Maldives,
a2 ng Jigme Singye' Wangchuk of Bhutan and host
‘Bangladesh President . Hussain Mohammad Ershad
are to approve a charter and a declaration  for
the South Asian Assoc:atmn for - Regional Coope-
-ration (SAARC). | o
- The summ:tfmarks the end of five years of
- arduous - ‘negotiations -among the * officials of the
seven countries since a regional body was- first
. mooted, o | o
~ The seven Foreign Ministers of ‘the South .}
Asian countries held a one-day -preparatory meet-
_ ing on Thur-sdajr tb finalise the draft of a
~ _' declaration.

~of cooperation—agriculture, rural development, tele-
communications, metcorology, health -and poplllatmll
- activities, transport, ‘postal ‘services; scnence and
;technology and sports, . arts ‘and culture,
: The seven South Asian countries constitute a
'billion people, nearly one fifth of the. world’s
; population At least five of them India, Pakistan,
. IBangladesh Sci Lanka aad the Maldwes were for-
\ mer British colunles
The South Asxan lca'.lers had thelr fu':.t infor-
'mal meeting Fnday evenin? after they gathered
here to launch - the regional forum for cooperation.
The summit’s official spakesman Abul Ahsan
said on Thursday that the Furengn Ministers in their
: preparatory meetmg had rappraveci a proposed
~agenda for the summit af the leaders, a charter, a
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The Foreign Ministers also approved a Bang-
“ladesh proposal for setting up two committees, to
go into the possibilities of cooperation in contro-

lling terrorism..and . drug.abuse.

" They considered the periodicity of the summit
‘meetings and said that the heads of state and
-~ . government should meet: frequently

:made strong pleas for having a permaneant secreta-
‘riat for the SAARC. Bangladesh - Foreign Minister.
' Humayun Rasheed Choudhury who chaired the meet-

needed for. better courdmatmn as the cooperation

!programme expanded and involved new .areas.
1 Mr Choudhutry recommendéd formation of a work-
ing with the foreign secretaries of the regional
countries to go mto the question of the permanent
secretariat. B

Indian Mmlster for - External -Affairs Mr. B.R.
-Bhagat told the preparatory.meeting that" the seven
countries should reach a consensus’ on the ques-
tion of a permanent secretariat, |

“It is true -that until now a need for a sec-
retariat has not beenfelt very acutely,”” Mr Bhagat
said adding that as .more and more regional pro-
jects matured, the. countries would be ficed with
common  technical and financial problems

Othér COlIIltHES in the ‘organisation ar¢ .at the
‘moment hesitant about getting involved in the
expenditure of creating a new bureaucracy for the
orzanisation with the attendant financial involve-
ments. But all unanimously stressed the need for
regional Eonperatmn at an enhanced Jeveld,

draft declaration and a_} emblem | of the new -

At least two countries—Bangladesh and Indig— ]

J Img said. that a permanent secretariat would be
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" The SAARC has been working smce 1983 on
‘an intégrated programme -of- aCtion in -nine areas
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