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*of the
!Agreement of SAPTA. First

¥

' countri¢s *may thus seri-

-‘-

The Bangiadesh T lmes
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up prg poor plans in their
respective’ countries.- In

Bangladesh under the lead-

ership of Begum Khaleda
Zia, work has already
} commernced.to finalise such
a pro-poor plan at the earli-

est, Similar actjons need to.
j be taken in ofher member-

. countries as well. More im-
poriantly, the member

; counlries must seriously

‘seek a regional approach
. and orientation to this is-

. sue. This is a matter reqm_r_"

ing great seriousness of pur-
- pose, conceptual rigour, ex-
! amination of pors and tons
of several- alternative op-
‘tions and clear identifica-
tion ©f action to be initiated

" in several key and interre-
' laled areas in a holistic

manner. The Seventh

: SAARC Summit for under-

»'standable reasons, ‘stopped
short of specifying the de-

y tails in this regard. Now, is
« the time to start serious ac-
tion-oriented thinking in
) this key area to work out de-
tails and go irito action.

. Among one of the most
‘important decision. taken
" by the Dhaka Summit was
the finalisation and signing
framework

initial steps are now being

: laken for negotiations on

ihe exchange of trade con-

- cession - of a product by
- product basis. Majority. of

the member courilries have

already submitted their list

of concessions. The process

needs to be brought to an ex- -
pﬂditlous conclusion before -

further progress can be,
made. One formidable fac-
lor which stymied increase
in trade among member

, _‘muntres in the past was the
- lack -of complementarity
. among their respective eco- .

nomic structures, diflerent
sizes and relative differing
sirength of their economic
bases. If trade were to pick
up among the meinber coun-
_tries these other issues will
also have to be seriously ad-
dressed for_practical policy
.initiatives." - The member
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ﬂusly cunmderf expandmg_

intra-régional trade in the

SAARC region through -

establishment of joint

" ventures and co-production -

facilities cte. and other se-
lective steps to enhance the
complementarity of their
economic pursuits. . '

- The member countries-of
SAARC have also Tately
adopted a_ greater private
sector orientation in their

+ respective domestic_ eco-

nomic policies. An empha--

- sis on promoting private

initiative, increasing de-
regulation, efforls at gen-

‘eral reduction in public

spending deficit have be-
come a significant feature of
the*economic priorities of
most of the member coun-

{ries, Where. private capital’ _

can be attracted for invest-
ment and private business
accepts the risks (and a fair
share of the rewards) of en-
lerprise, governments of
most member countries are

now encouraging this pro-

cess. Initiatives at diflerent
levels are certainly in order

{o supplement state level"

regional cooperative efforts
lo undertake appropriate
iniliatives to make best use

of this hew puliéy orienta--

tion. This is high {ime (o

- carefully examine how this

could be done and this
should be done pretty
guickly if we wege not to
allow a fissiire 1o develop
between the objective real-

. ity and our. many iniliatives '

to promote and strength
helpful collective aclions on
all possible directions with
speed, purposefulness and
commensurate sense of ur-

gency.

'SAARC's social agenda
as they relate to women,
children and the disbled, its

" emphasis on health, popu-
lation, science and educa- .
tion are also equally impor- .

tant. But more importantly
we- should constructively
start thinking about our

Serious common eviron-
“mental problems which can
be addressed ellectively

" e TR i e

. primarily through a combi-
‘nalion of well thought na-"
tional and regiunal ap—

pmach A

- This -is’ necessaw
because of the verytnatura of
© the problem itselffand the

. all pervasive nalure. of its
. consequences and: putenual

threats. Environmental is-
sues are also nol totally
delinked from ¢ maximum
“utilisation of our shared
natural resources in our re-
gion, panticularly water in
an optimal, fair and
equitable manner. We'can
remain silent. and"inactive
on this. crucial issue to our
own risk both individually
and collectively. Some sug-
 gestions continue to be
made from {ime about tap-
ping the huge uniapped hy- :
dro-electric resources of the
Himalayan region through”
cellective regional eflorts.
Are we ready yet to begin a
forward movement in this
much desired direcfion? |

CONCLUSION :

It may sound like repiti-,
tion of an old cliche but itis
important to remind us that
we are beiter of with SAARC
~than without. As members
of ‘this Associatlon our -ob-
jective, through our collec-
. tive efforts, is to improve
the qualily of life of our

. people in an environment of’
peace, harmony and unfet-

tered freedom. The- 1n1por-
tance of the objective itself
is undeniable.'We have no
other viable option to pur-
sue. ER |

The imperalive need
and the impulses of coop-
eration in our region must
be understood and nurtured
in a sustained manner. To .

the extent that meaningfil
cooperalion is possible only
in a climate of peace charac-

‘{erised by a willingness on

the part of each of us to be in
empathy with our -neigh-

| ~ bours and understand their

concerns we must harness
our efforts {o create- it.

Recent dwﬂl-opments in the
region has demonstrated in
ample measure how very
important this other factor
is. At the onset of yet an-

" other important: SAARC

meeting this pre-eminent
fact "should alsay be:very
much in our mmd -f‘
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