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HE ‘library is a growing
organisation providing Li-
brary services to its users
in any society. The quality and

- efficiency of its services de-

pend largely on a {urnictional

library building. A functional

library building is_ one which

{acilitates in providing efficient

and quality library seTvices,
In cur country, unforunate-

1y the jdea is stilt current that

any building or a collection of

 rooms can serve the purpose of

a library building.

A survey of selected libracy
buildings has shown that €X-
cepting a very féw, most lib-
rary buildings were construct-
ed without a well conceived
plan and design ie, without
duc consideration to 1he 1e-

" quirements of the functioas of

a library. .
To cite an example, the. sci-

ence section of the Dhaka Uni-
vcrsity Library, the biggest lib-
rary in the country, is housed
in a separate building—a buil-

- ding which was constructed for

serving the purpose of an .ex-
amination hall, Later it was
handed over to the DU library
authority and converted to @

1 library building, Since the buil-

ding was not constnicted for

| a library, it is" naturally "expe-

riencing a lot of problems in
manag:ment and’ delivering: lib-
rary services, The oid building
which houses the other collecr

tion and offices of the starf of

the library has also many pro-
blems which cause impedimeats

in providing efﬂment hbi'ar,'.r
| services, |

‘Most of ‘the special libraries

| of the couniry do not have sc-

parate library buildings of their
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_users of these

Planmng a hbrary b

own “but are hnus-ed in ane or’

few rooms mostly in the top

{loors of the buildings of their
respective  organisation. The
. libraries visit
them only when forced by re-
guirements and usually hesitate
to visit because of the inconve-
nience in using the libraries lo-
cated at the top floors usually
ird or 4th floors, Excepting a
verv few public library build-

ings, the others are of the game

nature,

(pe thing is in common that
most library buildings of our
country were constructed with-
out a weil conceived plan and
design. Although the situation
deserves to be much improved,
we have a few examples which
can be cited, The Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology and the Jahangire
nagar University have good h"b-
rarv buildings,

To construct a gnod {unc-

tional library building, the fol--

lowing factors must be consi-
dered :

) FUNCTIONS

. . L .

The first essential factor'is to
comprehend correctly the func-

* tions for which the building is

being designed and construct-
ed. The pature and functions
of defcrf:nt k'nds of libraries

differ so the {ibrary. buildings

to be constructed must alst. dif-
fer in design and planning to
cater to the needs.of the lib-
rary services, The library be-
ing a growing organisation, pro-
jections of its future r:qu:rl:-
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ments of expansion are.inevi-
tahle.

DECISION' MAKING

The second important factor
pertains to the participation of

the Jibrarians in deciston mak-

ing process ecnabling them to
be involved as a ceniral figure
from the early stage of the con»

_ception of the building to the

designing and furmnishing of the
interior spaces. The librarins
should thus be -involved in
every step involving ine YTy
conception to the completion

of the building. There are &

number of instances where li-

.brary. buildings have been can-

ceived, designed and conStruc-
ted without the involvement of
the librarians, In such cases,
the library buildings tend m be
non- -functional,

The planning anr.i design of

the library buildings should be

- —

done by a joint team in which
the -head of thé organisation,
the architect andd the librarians
should be equal partners.. If
the concerned librarians are rot
qualified and experienced en-
ough to provide library advice
and help in planning and de-

signing the library building, the

authorities should employ a
suitable [ibrarian or a library
consultant from outside the or-
ganisation. Unless this is done
a functiopal library buildiag
can hardly be designed and con-

-—

" which ‘generlly

5tructed and ultlmatr.]y “the suf-
" ferers mﬂheﬂmuscrsnl the
They  will Hsuffer for

library.
the faults of athers;: _g
The planningteam: wnuld bc

responsible lor gencraung the.

library - building .- programme
contains ;' (1)
statement of library history and
orpanisation, (2) outline of iib-
rary functions, (3) nature of
users, (1) indication of amounts
‘of fund awvailable, -(3): indica-

tion of _architectural- style ‘re-
(§) indicaiion ‘of _space :

quired,
requirements for each fun:uan
and activity. = .
- SITE SELECTIQH

The third important- factor
concerns site selection, The lib-
rary building should ;prefera-
bly be.centrally iocated. . This

- eentral position should be ree

lative not only to the exisiing
building but also to the antici-

pated academic and -physical’

development in the years aherd.

Easy access to the library Irom-

_every nook and corner of the
" campu# is the most ess:nual
‘requirement. -, '

- The Parry Cummittm Remrt
of Great Hritain mnmdcd
that no member of an’ institie
tion should need . to”make. an
excessively long  journey - from
his lecture toom or laboratory

'to consult a_book inithe]ib-

rary. Jt was of the Iuplmnn
that the decision on’thellibre
rary site. should be

governed

ldmgi-

‘ ate.

Crae g ‘ed. This can be done by fong\,
L u - windows, glass walls, and trans+ \
g parent glasses where approprit

~by the space avaﬂable since 1‘m':1 _'
' library is a rapidly developing
institution and . will speedily * -
outgrow its origmal buildings.
!' ty ‘of rooms for ﬁm:h:r expan=
sit:m ‘to amﬂmmnd:te the kb~
ary- in the foreseeable future,
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mhere must, therefore, be plen-

- perhaps the next 50 yearS,
ENVIRONMENTS '

The next important ' factor

that must be considered is our
Jocal environment, -
environment of our country
specially
rays and other conditions ihat
imay cause problems ahuuld be

. considered, -

LIGHTIHG AND AIR FLﬂw

which must be considered are
. ‘lighting and air. flow inside the .

library buildings. The library
{liumination should be conside-

r:duanmtegmlpartnflhe*
tural’ destgn, The pro-. .

vision of sufficient Ughting and

air Flow inside the library buil~
- ding should be made at the cut- .

set in a bullding plan because

altérations at a later stage will

be too mmuch expensive and dif-
fictit to make, | .

types, natural and artificial,

Matural Lights : Natural fight ..

is .a very vital resourcec as well =
as. an essential amenity apeci-
1 "ally in~our country where elec= »
tricity failure is frequent, Thc
library building should be con-~-

| structed in such a way so that |

- maximum day light can de l;s-'

- stage. -
: quired for convemient use of

- The local-  in

the rains and sunm

F -

- Artificlal lights: The provi®
- sion of sufficient artificial Light -
“and air flow should also be

made as an integral part of the
architectural design - othertwisé

. these cannot be done at a later

These facilities are re-

the llbmry'

T secumw

. An unpartant factor 18 se-
cuntjf There should be provi-

'amn for one entrance and exit

:the bulding for providing

manmum security to the libr-

‘ary materials as well as for

. saving cost of additional secu-

-rity staff that may be required

_if more than one entrance and
' exit are prmrl::led il th‘.ﬂ: bariid-

mg,

IHTERHAL ETAIRCA?:ES
There should be provisica of

-'an.inte:mal staircases in xldi-

tion-to the external ones and -
- lifts for easy movement of vs-

ers - books and other Torary
matenals within the hhr'-r:,
hulldmgs '

If the abuwg factors arc hkon

‘Into consideration at ike time
of . planning and designing and
~ if buildings are constructed sc-

. cordingly
" functional library buildiag suit~

The lighting may be ot iwo i g

it will be a pgrod

able for providing efficient and

- quality | library, services, The

‘sooner it is done the better for
‘Mbrary users. -

The writer Is ‘a Liihra
rian at the Instiinte of
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