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'school for invention

S . o
i The “Conservatolre National . the newly-invented -~ machines ‘Many rescarchers made a lke a mechanical bectle \stands
j ¢35 ‘Arts et tetiers” (CNAM), and tools could be ascmbled name for themsclves in this . Cugnot's first stcam-pogered

.a school of higher technology

;fﬂr the applications of science .

 to* industry, reccatly paid hom-
gage to the memory of its found
g_g:r.' Abbe Gregoire, '

‘i* In- 1794, - this
{Jightenment proposed: that the
'!’.guvemmeht of the time, known
& 55 the, Convention, give the
Republic the moRls of

young. = BCD . |
developing . industry by the | the theory of cﬂqcephun and .querel ‘pmduced; the first colour passengers at a speed of 29 kilo .
creation of a school in which manufacture, _Thls - procedure  photogr aph there and Dicsel metres an hour, Further on,
B i =l ——% goes the opposité way to that developed his engine. At the one can see the “Serpolet”

friend -of En~

. departments

together, Four years later, the
new school was set up in the.
buildings of the former priory
of Saint-Martin-des-Champs, in
the heart ‘of Paris, where it
still lies. =
.The great idea of the ency- -
clopaedists 18 applied in the

school, - Montgolfier, the inven-
tor of the hot-air balloon, was
one of its first administrators,

The silk-weaver Jacgquard de-

veloped a Wweaving-loom' there,

which revolutionised the textile
industry.  Later, Cramme in-
vented the dynamo therc and

teaching at the CNAM ; to start  young Pasteur studied the role

with the object, and g0 back to

K gencrally followed today when

the theory is- taught first and
the applications come later, .

to 450 students who gain this”
: diploma each  year, in some

thirty specialities, 6 to 8§ per - tum showing

cent arc former workers.

In the French working popu-
lation, more .than -a million
people have - followed training

, at~the CNAM. In 1988, the
CNAM enrolled nearly ' 90,000
students in its tevelve teaching

and - its twenty-
one professional institafes, The
CNAM does not only provide
studies -in - enginéfiing., One,
<tudent in.two énrois in the -

-~ economics or human - sciences

' departemnis.

Tts -motto, is ‘Omnes docet™’
(it teaches everyone), The
school, which s a: higher. edu-.
cational establishment in the
service oft workers and ' firms, .
is Ananced’ by contributions .

from employers -and depends j. ——e—e

. ort the French Ministry of Edu’

cation (Education Nationale). “

. It aims to be “‘a place of Lib-' -

erty” and -offers everyone. the

possibility ‘of following training
* withdut any selection, The only

requirement is to be able to

. show that one has 2 profession

al activity, The student follows
rdl to his 1

“Kis “courses . 2

sifchpabilities and his availability.

b

Following its vocation, the

{NAM ensures

‘siasm
- inventors,

“of nitrogen in plants. J. Bec-

time, a student from 2 modest
background -worked there as
giduously. His name was Gas-

<% A typical ctudent at - the ton Doumergue and he was to- the prodigious speéd of 28 kilo-
‘ CNAM is aged- around 23. Heé become ‘President of "the metres an hour in 1903, in @
: is’, a technician, a workshop - French Republic. . - ' Paris-to-Madrid race. ~ which
. supervisor or 1n rescarch and - . gy CNAM has its museum. had to be stopped as-it was 100

* development,” and he wants 10" yreitors of ‘all ages, gaze in deadly. | LR

tecome an engineer, Of the 400" . oyent " at the ~ echanism =~ Overhead, ~oné can admire

of an old clock or at the osci”
llations = of ‘Foucault’s pendu-
the rotation of
ihe Earth, ip. this sanctuary
for the most famous inventions
Here one can dream, Tearn and

- become imbued with the enthu

which ﬂtjuv_ée “the  great

' Yn one room lie the retorts
and stills used by Lavoisier;, the
creator of modern chemistry..
before he perished on |

fold, Here is the gondola used
by Professar Picard to explore
the stratosphere 1n 1932, &nd
the crucible used to make the
Grst standard metre.

The gothic vaulting of the
former priory houses the trans
port department. Thers, with
its ~ enormous . boiler

* ers, It was powered by Steam .

the scaf-

. jtems exhibited, and there arc -

" looking

car, the ancestor of our auto-
mobiles, When it was driven '
for- the first time in 1770, 3l
the speed of, 4 kilometres an’
hout, it knocked down a wall,
sesulting in the first road ac-
cideat. o

A century later, Amedee Bol-
lee’s *‘Obeissante™, on show 1D
the museum, carried twelve

which- was - also drivén -by
' stearn, Perched high up on its
wheels, this roadster reached

the matrvellous flying machines
frozen in flight, the attainment’
of Icarus’s dream, And especi®
ally Ader’s plane with. its silk:
bat-like wings and its propel-!
lers resembling ostrich-feath-
and’ took off in 1897 to fly 900
metres, Further on there is a
room devoted to the history of -
railways., T
' For twdo~wheel fans, the re-,
trospective of the bicycle, from E
the “Celerifere”® invEnted by .
Qiviac i 170 to today's bikes,
is a feast for the Tyes. '
One never tires of adminng
the 80,000 machines, tools and

just as many more in the res
EE“‘E. . . o ¥
Pierre Albert tambert

‘ that those who !
. . have knowledge and Know-how .
- (professionals ‘with a high re-
putation) ‘transmit it to those !
v who need it; Thanks to decenr -
, tralisation, students can be
| | |L*.tr'.ati:'.ufn:l wherever. they are, as -
: the CNAM - has fifty regional ¢
icentres, - 0 .- ¥ L




