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- following, howeyer -an- attempt | .rary ‘and Archives Infrastruc-
.tures held in Paris from Sep-
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. f haid 406090"
' “What do Yyou
. *f mean 4060%) _
- oRubbish; I dor't. understand’

»If is the telephb. e .number of
Mr_ A.T.ilur R ahiman’’ - v
“Oh ! of course, jes 1 am soITy,
thapk you veryjmuch”. -
So vou see, -40p0% by iself
- does not mean’ inything vet it
cugries ~ informption that onc
¥ mq"’ need. - :
1t is difficalt

epdtion. So .43
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. js made only o give an idea.
| " of what =~ infofmation- : is .all
about. = .

- sIpformation fjs an aggregate
of facts so _ofganized -or B
datum so utiljzed, as to ‘be
‘knowledge or “igteliigenlc. -In-
formatign is ingan pgful data
whereas data ap such have no
jntrinsic’ meaging o signifi-
cance”. And agin Wwhat 1s in-

{ fogmation for gne, may riof be
i ap information for the otber.
Sy far so gopd for the- com

* cept of informption. But why'
do we need iformation?. In
simple words We need correct --
isformation fof. taking. correct
decisions 2t varous levels of
our socio-ecoromic - activiiies -
with the objdctive of overall
socio-economic development..
jaformation " s an essentl

. part of 3 mnafiot’s IesSOUrcees
and access to it is one of the
basic human_ rpghts. |

' 'The State tdsks of. planning -

" decision-making d adminis-

. tration are indgre .su}g_ly depen-
dent on the apailability of re
liable informdtion which can

" aply be obtained t!lrmlgh the
systematic Orgpnizalion of this
resqurce. Eve State needs
éhort-mediumgnd  long-term
plans to achigve coordination

. 1gnd cooperatien of activities
and resources o strengtben the
natipnal infraspructures for the

“ penefit of all.

" {nformation fis not only a na-
. fional resourcg vitsl for scien-
fific and econdmic progress but

also the medigm of social conk
gmunication. » personal voca
giona! and sodial  development
of the individual depends on
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ther amount, quality and acces-
gibility of’ in‘fgrmatmn,

INF@RMA‘I‘IOH pPOLICY
“A npational information po-

licy reflecting the needs of all
cectors of the coinmupity and

of the nationa] ccmmunity as

» whole, should be formulated

40, guide the gstablishment of a

national information  plan

whose elements should be fully
_“incorporated in the
" develapment plans”-~récommen:

national

And Role

—Alauddin Talukder

r

ded by the Intergovernmental

Conference on the Planning 'of
Documentation, Lib-

tember 23 to September 27 1974.

The formulation and imple-
mentation of a national infor-
mation policy is the only why 19

-

ehsure ‘that ail who are engaged

in -administrativer -edvcational

sciéntific, agricultural popula-
tion heajth and cultural activi-
ties have access to the infor-
mation they need. The policy
should cover information needs
cf both literates and iiliterates,
In fact more emphasis should
be given to the needs of illite
rate rural farmers who consti-

- “tute’ more than 20 per cent O
- pur‘population. -

* _"WHERE TO GET INFORMA-

TION : “Where can we get in
formation? It is another diflt-
cult question to answer, There
are innumerable sources of get-
ting various types of informa-

tion. ~.Information cxists in-

many forms; e.g, there is infor-
mation ezined verbally at ¢on-
ferences, that picked up dur-
ins discussions with colieagues
‘know how' i.e the experience
gained during -2 particular job
as well as in the form of books
and documents in libraries,
Besides these: there
written ‘Ianguages* of signs,
symbols, signals etc, which
for  information.
In1 general however information
is recorded-on written pages
of books magazines, newspapers
and documents. The organized
collections of these materials
are therefore the major sour-

ces. of information and it 1S

embodieg in the library docu-

mentation, and archives infras-

tuctures of a country.
DESSEMINATION OF IN
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FGR_MATIGN: No matter how
the information is ghtained, to
be useful, however it must be
communicated. It is the ques-
tion of

‘Tight information to the right
person  at the right time’.
+ Amongst ‘mass media’ news

paper television and radio are
most important for dissemina-
tion of information. But their
impact upon our rura] poor
iflitcrate people have been very
llttl_e. Newspaper drops out
mainly because of illiteracy
while television is  limited to
the rich and where electric
connections are available, Tran-
sistor radio is by far ghe most
important mass medium for
the ‘dissemination of informa-

tion in Bangiadesh. . But the¢
fact 1s t even the transistor

radids. failed to create the de
sired jmpact upon.our .péople.
A Radio"Bangladesh survey in
four remote villages shows that
out of 2100 respondents of
various categories, 91.24% w
are mostly farmers bhave no
radip sets of their own,

£.76% of them owned radio,

scts. 1o our social sek Up sour-
ces of mass media communica-
tion like radio appeared to be
ineffective in the' diffusion of

innovations, as there is no sig-
pificant percentage of peor:re |

who use radio as a source of
jnformation. Formal (govern-

menty and informal sOuUrces
like Field Assistant and fellow
villagers
most important SOUrces of
formation, In short it <an
safely argued that in our
setf -up- government agency SOLr-
ces and personalised commus
pication - channels are morc
effective thag .the mass media
and commergial sources of in-
formation, Surprisingly enough,
radio tops the mass comimuni-
cation media in  Bangladesh,
This can perhaps shed a little
Yight on the quality and guanp-
tity of information race:we_d
through this mediun. This
also gives us ap idea how ill
icformed our people are,
radio has been campaigning for
the family plannidg and popu-
lation control for
it‘s1 Iimpact has been ° almost
nilt.

In the developed Western
countries a network of public

in-
be
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dessemination of the

‘national network of Western

--Jibraries will be needed w

respectively are the

- public in general, but collec-
journals

years. but.

_ a voice for a
useful for them?
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libraries performs a great deal
in disseminating Information
among the general public., But
the Westerr types traditional
public libraries may pot be

suitable for.our illiterate mas-- ‘

ses, ]t 1s oot that we do not
want the traditional public
libraries in our coyntry. We
do want them and ps we
will have them oltimately, To

enable us have a sound foum
dation of a library system in
the country we perhaps need
something else, to begin with,
&8s a prelude’ to that, 'IniI::

, ' t
I am tryving to »

type traditionat public libraries
upto thanajvillage mglr?:
think, neither desirable (eco.

nomically) nor wanted at this

moment.- Because illiterate po-
pulation. will oot be ablep;

use them, A time will ;'.\:muu,];:r_a-1£r

come when such tradit

E

should be establisheg then
cording to the needs of the
ding community, The releva
matters in this respect may
at this stage, to discuss
study on the f]:_cenﬁal i
ard plan now the
Let me add ope t hete
unlss the _objectives of
public libraries are fulllied
cording to the needs of our
propile, they (the libraries) will
not be able to impress upon
our people and it is for this
rcason I think the vast majo-
rity of our population never
raised .q voice for the public
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libraries in our counptry. Why
should they? ' Public librarics
ought to be useful for the

tions of books, and
magazines in cities and tOWD»
only, can never be usefu] to
illitevate: village population.
Again the irony of the fate is
that it is these geperal public
the majority, con-

; . cach
‘oublic libraries’ ww and
towns, where neither they live
nor use them. The educated
citizenries whg contribute the
least use them mwost. So why
should the general public rafse

thing - is 00
pub-

] m? And, it &
~ (Continued on Page 6. {j
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