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HE QUR'AN HAS EQUAT-
ED uneducated persons

educated ones have been accep”

ket of Islam (peace be on him)
has declared the superiorityof
the ink of scholar to the blood
of a martyr. A road to an edu-
cational institution ‘has been
called by the Prophet (peace
“be- on him) a road {o Heaven.
"When Allah wants to do favour

v a man He bestows the know-

ledge of religion upon him.

These and similar other teach-

ings of Islam (which can "be
multinlied times without num-
her) left, suci a deep impres-

sion’ "on the rhinds of its
" followers that  within . a
short span of time M

producad scholars like Thn Shi-
hab al-Zuhri, Muhammad bin
" Jarir al-Tabari, and a hast of
- others. The great scholar, al-
Zuhri, of the early Umayyad
period, was so deeply absorbed
in his hooks that ohe day his
.newly married wife entered his
study ‘room and remarked "By
Aliah' these books are- more
my eyesnres than three co-
wives put together.”:1s -*
.. The ..great;,, historian and- a
commentator.of the Quran, Mu-
{ bammad' b, Jarir al-Tabari ol
| whom Nicholson says, - “For
| forty - years, he wrote forty
peges a day, started writing his
| history from the time of the
early creation till his day. When
the book was completed 1t was
s¢ ' vol-uninous that ~people re-
fused to read it. He then made

an abridgement of , the book

| which is now known as Tarikh-
| i-Tabari or Tarikl: al-Rusul wal-
| Muiuk. “It is said that this
encyciopsedic savant used . to
write his history with read-pen

which he required to mend from .

time to time. The cuttings- of
his. reed-pen were collected in
the corner - of his big liorary.

Before his death, this savant.

-advised his people to use those
cuttings as fuel which would be
required to boil the water need_-
1 "ed for washing the dead-body”.
_The love for learning and
education of. the early Musbhms
necessitated the establishment
of libraries and in the second
century of they Hijra, huridreds
and thousands of public and
private librarles were estab-
lished all ever the Musli'm em-
pire, - _ i !

The first Muslim who found-
ed a library and managed to
] ‘get all available sources of
| knowledge to be translated into
1 Arabic, was Khalid b. Yazid
| (704 AD.). the son of Muawiya.

He was the Arst chemist in Is=

Jam. He lcarnt alchemy from-a
Greek monk Miryanus and
wrote three books on chemis-
try. Thn Nadim (987 AD) ser-
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sonally visited this hibrary and

found many books of great va-

lue on medicine. surgey. astro-

nomy and chemistry, The royal
Jibrary of .the caliphate of Cas-
tiph Orhar b, Abdul Aziz might
have had its origin in.the lib-
vary of Khalid. b, Yazid (704

A.D.). L .

Since then, collection of books
became -a continllious process
among the Muslims. Poems of
the pre-Islamic days, desctip-
tions: of their conquests -and
their genealogy, were collect-
ed and put in béok-form, New
books were writted by the Mus-

lim scholars on Tafsir, Hadith, -

Jurisprudence, bistory, blogra-,
phy and Kalam. In 87 AH. Ad-.
dullah bh. Malik translated the

official. record of Egypt-mto -

Arabic at the instance of Wa-,
lid-1 (705-15 A.D.). Al the time

‘of Higham b. Abdul Matik (105-

125 AH. 723-142 A.D.), the of-
ficial . Syrias records. were tran-

- glafed “irte Arabic, He 'also-ask-

ed his Head Clerk Salem’ to
translate the history of Persian

Kings ‘in 113"AH./731 AD. The -
. portraits of the

Persian XKings
were also given in if.

- During - the Abbasid  period,
the Muslims made. tremendous
improvements in the.field of in-

- tellectual activities. Big libra--

riés were established 'in large
numbers ; new branches of scl-
ence and humanities were culti-
‘vated ; inventions were made in
the field of geography; chemis-
ty,- medicine -efc. - E
Caliph _ al-Mamun  (784-75
A.D.)) was a great' patron of
learning. At his command, the

literary and scientific works in.

foreign languages were collec-
ted and translated into.Arabic.
During his Caliphate, Hadith li-
terature was ocolected in bhook

form. .Books. on Figh (Islamic.
Jurisprerence) were also writ~
ten at this time. An ancient his-
tory of 'the Iranlans, Sakiki, a

sacred Yook to the Persians,
was translated into- Arablc
A large number of scholars
.including - the' Chrislian ones
were engaged in  translating

Persian books into Arabic for

further research’'. Mani's (215
AD.) seven books ' were also
translated into Arabic. Thn Na-
- dim in his Fihrist mentions the

. names of many reputed transla-

tors. C,

In addition, letters, ciréulars_'
and ordinances of the Persian

Kings-Nawshirawan, Hormuz,
‘Ardashir and others, were col-
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with dead bodies while the | = T -es -n' the
ted as living beings. Tha Pro~ . l ) ra'l - | l . 3 | . j

lected and translated, Though

the Muslims of those days were
interested in novels, yel
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they did not leave this field of

literature . untouiched. Hindu

scholars from India flocked ‘to

the ¢tourt of the Abbasid Caliphs,

. ¥ Baghdad. With their encour-

agement, several Sanskrit books
were collected . and translated
into Arabic for the library.

.Caliph Harun Al-Rashid (786
A made remarkable improve
ment in the field of library. He
also established in Baghdad his
famous library named, ‘‘Bayt-

‘al-Hikmah” (House of wisdom)

—a Wbrary, academy and a
transiation bureau, and-gather-

ed eminent scholars such as’
Asmyeee, the grammarian, Sha~
feyee, Isa ibn Yunus. Sufian b.

"Taurl, Thrahim Mosuli, the rdu-

sician. and Gabriel, son of

Bakhtishu, the physician., Caliph’

Harun aldRashid also coliect<
ed many - Greek manuscripis
and orlental literature and got
them translated into Arabic.

His Prime Minister, Yahya b.
Khalid Barmeki, deputed am-
bassadors fo India to invited dis-
tinguished scolars, weli-known

physicians and philosopheérs to

the court ‘of Harun-al-Rashid.

Thus the city of Baghdad be-

came the seat of learning. In
appointing the translators, the

"Caliph. made no distinction of
- creed and-cnlour, race and re-.

ligion. Harun al-Rashid appoln-
ted I'lan Shou'vbi to his lib-
rary as an Officer even though
he was an anti-Arab. During
this time. an Arabian histonan,
Omar alWaqidi' (736-811 A.D.).
had -in his library one hundred
and

baoks. o
. Caliph  al-Mamun- (813-847
AD) whose reign is known as
the golden age of Islam, en-
larged the "Bayt al-Hikmah"
founded by his father. His court
was crowded with reputed
scholars. poets, physicians and
philosophers. of diverse creeds

and nationalities from every.

part of the ¢ivilised world. e
extended, without any racial
differences, a lavish patronage
to the historians, philosophers
grammarians and collectors of
traditions who were assembled
in hls capital. He treasured

many . records of the “Days of

E-1|

twenty camels-load «of
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Agnorance’ of the Arabs and en-
rished ‘‘the Bayt al-Hikmah"
to a great extent, Besides poems
of the Arabs, he collected let-
ters, documents and - materials
on -archives. One of the pione-
er translators of this- institution,

was Aby Yahya bin . Batriq
- (796-706 A.D.) — a Greek, This

pertod witnessed. the most mo~ ..
-mentous Intellectual awakening

in the history of Islam  This

- awakening was marked by tran-
-slations into Arable,© ©

Mamun appointed Hunayn b
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tion of books became a -cnrﬁ-
mon feature . throughout the
-length and breadth of Baghdad.
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_ Most of the ministers, ‘courtiers

and éven the generals had their
indjvidual big libraries and they
- spent much wealth in-their col-
lection, Fatah b. Khaquan. the

-Minister of .Mutawakil (847-61 -

-ADD.) who had built a vast lib-
rary, had appointed Ali b. Yah-
ya Munajjiim (d. 388) as its lib-
rarian. .This librarv was consi-
dered unique during those days:

Muhammad b. Abdul Malik Zay- -

vat, the Minister of ‘Wasiq Bii-
lah .(841-844 AD.) .spent ten
thousand rupees wmonthly for

- translation’and copying of hooks.

- nah AMWagqgf” a} - -
founded by Al b_.\-;wwﬁ

Callifraphers, .
{A lbrary knuu\

Khatib, who was in the ser
vice of Adud AlDowlah 94
982 AD.). His library which
contaimed some rare books re-
mained inmtact until the time
-of Al-Hariri. ‘ '
~ Frobably in 922 AD., Shapur
b. Ardashir, a Buwayhid Go-
vernor, founded a Public Lib-

-rary in Baghdad named. ‘Darul.

I'Im (House of knowledge), and

- donated huge number of books
the-

L

for public wuse, This. ig
first Publie Library of the Mus-
‘lims_so far known in the -me-
dieval ‘world, . . ;

In 1004 A.D. Hakim A'mr Bil-i
lah, .the ruler of Egypt, built
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a big library for the general
public. Its opening' ceremony
was performed. with great pump
and grandeur, Papers, pen, ink-
pots and other things were sup-
plied to the readers from this
- library. This library was also
- known as “Dar-al-Ilm". In
:1009 A.D., many, buildings and
shops were bequeathed to it for
‘recurting expenditure”,

Ishaque «(809-877 A.D.). Super- --Al*Wagidi (d. 822 A.D.) had six
o intendent of his Lihrary—fsa;' 1’..‘% [l_J,m_ti'féﬂ almirahs of books. A
B demny. He was & great transla-. few " days before . his death, he
tor and Mamun paid him in gold sold a portion of his library at
equal to the weight of the books 8 €08t of two thousand gold
he s {ranslated from, Persian, f:uins. o PRI
| Sanskrit, Coptic and Greek. . :Daful I'Im at Musil was' a
; EAE?EE{ hmgpq{;}tab}ﬁ t;ﬁljs}ator' ““]Jllbl_iﬂ JJibrary - founded by Ab-
of this_great.institition was Yu- - Ul Qasim. Jafar b, Muhariiad
l'hma' He was 'a- great phi- b. Hamadan al-Musili (854-9

‘losopher, trandlator and Hun-

ayn's teacher who translated 121
(one hundred twenty’ one) books
of Galenus (100-200 A.D.). The
greal  Philosopher, Al-Kindi
(B813-874 A.D.}), was also a mem-
ber of this institution,- ,

~ In addition to the translation
works, an impetus was also gi-
ven to original " research and
contribution by establishing spe-
cig]l departments - under quali-
fied professors. Authorship was
encouraged by generous allow-
ances, Innumerable works on

arithmetic, geometry, philoso-

ph:,_r, ~astronomy, meteorology,
optics, mechanics, medicine etc,
. were compiled and issued to

the public. Al-Razi (d, 925 A.D.)

k
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his iibrary respectively.

great poet -and scholar and foun-
ded-a magnificent library. in

. whiraz, He ordered for collec-

. Hamanid Saifuddowlah (844~
67 A.D.) was both a scolar and
a soldier. He was an ardent lo-.
ver of education and there were
many poets and scolars in his
court. Saifudowlah had a great
taste for literary aclivities and
as such he was moré inclined
to culle¢t -books on literature for
his library. Ton Hashem and h's
brother — the two -renowned.
poets of the day — were ap-,
pointed manager and officer of -

' Adud ai-Dowlah (977-82 A.D.)
the Buwayhid Sultan, was a

- From.this time onward, ‘est-
ablishment of public library be-
.came a common practice, and
Innumerable librarles were est-
ablished throughout the whole
Muslim world, During the ele-
venth century there grew up
.2 tendency for the establishment
-of the colleges and universities
In the Muslim world and a lib-~
rary was unavoidahly- attached
-{o each college and university.
Nizamul Muik (d. 1092,  the
world-renowned Prime Minister

- and a.patron of learning, gather-

- ed round him a galazy of scho-

lars  consisting of. astronos
mers, posts ano historians.
He also founded the Nizamia

University in Baghdad and a

. —the great physician—wrote tlon of all books on various sub- Jibrary was atta E
: > tlon | bo ] - \ attached to it. H
fg:r mtwn_ hundt;ed books . for lecis beginning fromy the advent Isstted general orders all 1’nver&
Sayll Hikma’. Ibn Aby of Islam il his time.. ~ -. the Islamic world to establish a

bt — & welt-known book . Allama Bashshari descrived  LDF®¥ adjacent to each aca-

" binder — inted : . y ;
| The vee boo of M § JIoTary.  was a wonderful library in a T3 order there sprang
tness amun's Lib~  vast building where almirahs S - hundreds of  libraries

throughout the country. Every
Teosque and even a small pri-
mary ° mstitution where there
was a single teacher had a lib-

, Tary and is vast number of was three yards broad and a .

books, can edsily be. imagi o . _
by the fact that though th?egléli?:g min’s height in length, --The

* woods of the almirahs - we
of Baghdad was. devastated Very skilfully designed. di—:-cur: -
many a time = along with lts '

| ted and ‘illuminated ‘with wold, Fary .2ttached to it. -
Ef:kofuf Iiterat:lhret, yet the num-~ Separate rgams and’ cat.alniues ;’L allihéary known as ‘Khiza-
: _books that survived up- Were maintained f . nah al-Xutub fi e
te the ™ & th Century A:HI:. 4 1Or each sub: 1 Mashhad-e-Aby

= . ] ] wa. .
was colossal. Luckily, Thn Abu ject. One manager, one tres- drasaha-‘fgt?;dgémghm o a Ma-
Asiba gat these books and mene  Urr and a few .clerks ‘were' Hamid  al-Khaweip 25F &k
tioned  them  ir Hllssainme'ti; " appointed for rumnin ¢ the adi- m a .Ii{;':awanzrm in 1066
Ishaq’s translation. - " ral entr of . this library. Gene-  the game ll;::aryi,h? as stilt Jn

From Mamun's time the prac- ral entrance into it was forbid- oo pbace iree  miles

‘ . bort
tice of collection and compila- . pon. He had another library . at tnm‘t? ﬂ?flrggihtffgﬁ Il?leﬂirifa ﬂ}%

Basra which remained open fo;'_ contained a huge collection.




