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~ ON! EDUCATION

30 percent' must make education .a priority area for
investment. "It-is not’ unnatural"”tﬁat' - Bangladesh
spends a lrens share “of the annual budget . on
education, pertrculariy on. primary - educatren and
adult !ltera':y programmes _These rnvestments have
';'been useful, -The enrolment in the primary schools
“has Fisen .and. the ‘drepout* rate . fallen. . There has -
been arsrgmfreant development in’ the: " education -
ef girls, whreh,rs ewdent from | reeent statlstres on-
rpnmary students enrelment Orie of “the targets
in  the edueatten sseeter is te attain 70 percent
. Irteracy by the tuin of the century. (it is ambitieus
but .not unachrevable i literacy: programmes are
" taken up as a pepular mevement ‘with cemmumty
,partlerpatren the pace ef pregress ean be- speeded up..
‘While prrmarv edueatren wrll ferm the base of .
la literate nation, a ceuntry 48, knewn by “its ing-
trtut.ons of.- hrgher studres . The prestige of these
_-mstrtut*ens is a natrenal honour shared by every
citizen: I\ﬁureever, 1wrth a hrgher Irteracy rate in
. the -future, 'there_ ‘wiil also be a greater aspiration .
for hrgher studres and- sueh facilities have to be.
provided - by the state. The feundetron of the seve-
nith unwerSrty in the ceuntry in the grewrng SOu-
thern metrepelrs of Khuina IS a -step m that direc-
tion. While - !eymg the first stone of the university
‘building on' the> prepesed ‘campus en . Thursday
.Presrdent Ershad -called. for an academrc climate

which will enhance the- qualrty of hrgher edueatren
in the country. - -

In the past few decades, the qeehty of edu-
cation ;has suffered for ;seere econemre - fRASONS,
not the least ‘of which 'is a_ general “mood of
unrest ameng the youth centrrbuted partiy by the
_evercrewdrng on . the eampus and the frustret ons
over unemplevment The influence “of pelrtrcs on
students led to unfertunate :ncrdents on - the cam-
puses which in turn caused ferced elesures and -
Lloss of -academic sessions. Session jams is a
iehrenre preblern fer ell aspmng tor - hrgher educa-
trun

‘mic butden for. the ‘students and therr gtierdrans
{ who are financing “them. z o
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do not coneern students sheuld be "'kéﬁé‘;&‘d:”'
the cempuses as far as uossrble. Even Parlrement .

i passed a rese!utren unanrmeusly which  ‘stressed

- that the eampusess must ‘be kept free frem violence.
Seme of .the- umversrt:es have taken actions,

- which have been appreved bv the guerdrans and
-students rn generel agarnst elements creating: a
law and erderrsrtuatren Another reassurrng factor -

i. is that’ students ere be:ng rncreasrngly asseerated

with the merntenanee of peace on the campuses bv |
the university admrnrstratrens - . .

The teachers have to play @, more active
rele in creating and’ presemng a prnper academic
clrmate They may involve the guardrans which
can have a sobering effect on the campus. At the
same tlme drserphnary measures have 10 be applied
wrtheut fear and favour wheriever faws are violated.
| The new university in Khulna should reduce
the crowd .of applicants in ‘other already esta-
blished tinivefs'itres' Nevertheless,sthe problem of
_crowding will retnarn uniess there is an attitudinal
change in -the secrety towards job-oriented educa-
tion. - Higher ‘studies .in many ceuntrres are - |imited
to those who wili-go for academr_e or specralrzed
“careers. Othérs pref'er technical or vocational edu-

~-cation ' instead of wastrng time in the umversrtv
class ooms. ‘ , A
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The whele rssue tums out to be an econo-




