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! ~The government plans 10 set
up mass literacy cenlres in all the
j 68,000 villages in the couniry in
i phases, Education Minister
* Jumiruddin Sircar said in- Dhak as
s on Friday, reports BSS. .
The Education Minisiér said
since the rate of literacy is very
meagre-—around 25 per cepl—
vigorous efforts have to be under-
taken‘io tumn the vast multitude of
. people into lettered hushan beings

letters, read news papers and un-

Television. ~
The Minister was inauguratin 2
'a serinar on “mass litcracy” or-

E ganised by Lions Club of Dhaka

'so that they can at least sign, write.

grammes in Radio-and

. ass liter

' Bangladc.s'h Mr Cole P Dodge

were the special guests on the oc-
Casion. ’ | '

. Prof § M Saifuddin, Eiccﬁlivc

Director, Mass Literacy Pro- -

- gramme, was the keynote Speaker

-

at the seminar. which was chaired
by Mr Gaulam Saha, Presidem of

- the club. |

Progoti at a hotel in Dhaka. Edu-

. cational Secretary Safjul Alam and

s UNICEF ‘representative - in
P .
e — >

Describing mass literacy as'a
massive. affair,” the Education

-

Minister\said ‘the objcctic ¢ could .
be achieved only through gradual

procéss. He said the government
ol - Prime Minister - Begum

Khaleda Zia has alrcady embarked

upon compulsory primary cduca-
uon from-the. firsi of January in
the f4 districts of the country. He
said _ inilally one upazila - way

taken from cach district for thg .

programme, but later-four upazilase
- - h . r Co. .
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~ all 68,000 villages
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“would be includqd. one cm_:h"[‘rpm :
LI ; . F

four divisions. SRR

Mr Sircar said if this yéar's
performance is successful, two.
upazilas will be taken up nexe
year and this way the number will

»increase. He-said the government

1s hopeful that with the assistance -

.of donors including UNICEF and -

I T

cooperation of all literate persons

the mass literacy programme’ will-
achicve its desired ‘objeciive by
the end of the decade. ’

The Education Minister said .
besides, 51 thousand,’ primary -

schools, maktabs and community

~centres throughout the .country
- will be used as centres  for,
- spreading mass literacy. He urged

much needed literacy rate, VO

Mz Sircar Jamented 1hat the
. Mmass literacy programme inhilfilu'd_
i by late President Ziaur: Rahmin

regime. He said had the' pro-
- gramme continued uninterrupled,

lukh people were letiered in 1980

pointed out. - e et

. UNICEF representative Mr.
‘Dodge said the key (o reducing il-

hiteracy lay with the universaliza-

Lion of primary schooling through

both formal and non-formal basic .

. education, using all possible
mcans, He said although gross cn.
rolment at ‘primary tevellin
Bangladesh is one of ihe highest i
the region, only 35 per cent com-

j plete the cycle of primary. educi-

<
~the teachers and litcrate persons in -
the villages o' involve themselves '

in the programme 10 raisc. the -

7
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-~ was  abandoned by the autocriiic .

. the sitnation would have hr:nn
completely different now « Ei ghiy.

- urider that literacy programme, he .

ti

lion. “Therefore, very special B Do
tention, very special Programmes -

have 1o be given by the ministry of

education to the regular atiendance -

; and completion of cducation of
i children curtently enrolled,” he
‘.ﬂdclud. - ‘ B
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§ and a very special emphasis must
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