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A dmlsswn rush
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- * Tl‘e parents klnf' admlssmn for their ! _, {
' | . wards in city schocls now. are getting a first hand ;
experience of what could be the aftermath of a8 -
< population explosion. ‘There are -too few seails |

available and; in one ¢ase reported in the Times N
yesterday, more than one thousand stu@ents have ! ‘

applied for ten seats that were put up as vacant |

24

- by the school authorities. Geutmg a seat now in a -,
reputable schoo) has bemme one of the most
precious thlngs —

Obviously, there is a stiff competitwn for
“the avallabie seats in the schools and the young

students nust now either go through a veritable
crdeal of ai; admission test or face the conse-

. guences of accepting a mediocre school. The
L TR l I'ush for admission this year is huge at all levels
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; -including at the universities- but it is true that
; the present crisis or the shortage' of available

‘seals is not g* ‘Phenomenon that has cropped up
Tecently, The crisis was building: GTJ’EI‘ the years

i | as the population galloped ahead at the rate of . A <
: 3.2 per cent annually in the early sevennes -

[« ‘Cfficially, the rate.of.in increase is now 2.3 per
[ cent, but even such 3z figure should send shlvers

' down the spines of our economic planners, There _
- are virtually too many people thap the state can 3

. offer services., The presSure on the education
v System is already. {remer.dous. There 13 a very

‘low teacher to student ratio which is direly
affecting the quality of education partmularly at.

the primary and at the advanced levels, And this |
Is despite the fact that the government has in-

creased the number of schools in the cnuntry and
) ' “the intakes .of the umversmes hav'e been |
| ..; -enlarged, . . L. |

The country is actually facmg nﬁw the result
of the baby boom in the sixties when population

; - _ control programmes were in their nascent stage
# ~ and the social Opposition, to fan'nly planmng was

|

b lmmense Fortunatelz.r, many inhibitions against }

! birth t

cnn ml nave already faded, but still the - ;
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» - -programme has not ylelded the resuli:s that it
_ should 'have' for cur own survival. -

) It is tlme we looked more cntlcally at the |
N potulation programmes and the effect that these
: were having on curtailling birth rates, There Is |
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