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JWSTED will help tackle Third World problems Sala :

Smence will be the weapon

" for economic growth : PM

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zfa on Saturday de-
scribed science as the weapon of
economic emancipation, sayin
only the scientific. and
technological advancement
could help the people of devel-
nﬁin]g countries overcome their

allenges for survival, reparts

'The peopie of Third World

cuuntries are facing today a
goeat challenge—the challenge
of their survival. They need In-
creased cmployment, facilities
of education, housing and
medicare,” she said and called
for attaining scientific and
technological development to
get over these problems.

" The Prime Minister was
speaking at the {oundation lay-
ing ceremony of the Interna-
tional Centre of Science, Tech-

; nology and Environment for

; densely populated regions

) (ICSTED) at the cegntre's site
near Science Muscum at
Shere-e¢- Banglanagar

» [egum Zla said she felt happy
+ and cccouraged for setting up
" ICSTED in Bangladesh as one

of 20 such centres and added” it
" is ithe manifestation of sympa-
.} thy and love of Prof. Salam for

t Bangladesh”.
_?& She lhanked Prof. Salam fur
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| -~ ronment policy and decided to
form scpgriate Ministry for

" Science and Technology. |

: The Primec Minister ox-
pressed the hope that l.h'r: IC-
" STED would help "the

* Bangladesh's dLleﬂpII‘lt nt of-

= forts .and cnable our seientists

‘ : to have direct conlacts with Lthe

outside werld .and cfleclive ¢x-
change of experiened on the re-
f search of scicnee, developed
"technology and cnvironment.
! At the concluding part of her
speech, Begum Zia quoted a
F’statement ol thec 67-ycar-old
_ LPakistam physicist  Prol.
© ! Salam which said "War is cvil,
3 f war is cruel, war is inhuman.
j Still more cv:l still more crucl
| iand still more inhuman is the
*1 slow and agonising death of
’ daily hunger.” She said a hun-
gry man, could not give ade-
" quate labour and scrvice and
could not think [reely and
fairly. '
Begum Zia safd man can he-
“come the main driving foree
"behind develppment . and
1 science and technology are the

‘. resources development.
Addressing
stone laying cercmony of the

| ICSTED, Nohel Laurcate Prof
Abdus Salam who is the speeial
t uest on the occasionr hoped

at the proposcd centre would

functiun as an outstanding re-
i search organisation -to con-
tribute to tackle the problems
of Third World countrics in-
cluding 3angladesh.

Prof Salam who is also ’res-
" {dent of the . Third World
Academy
and. Dirertnr of the Interng-

{ec

his presence at the foundation
laying ceremony of ICSTED
and said the people . of
Bangladesh rega him wilh
high esteem. Begum Zia termed
Prof. Salam's initiative to set
up 20 international centres in
densely populated countries in-

cluding Bangladesh as a Umﬂly
. steg
he expressed *he hope that

the densely populated countries
and their people would be bene-
fitted from such cenires and the
South-South cooperation be
furﬁ:d in the ficld of science,

nology and environmental
development.

. Begum Zia urged the United
Natlions and other interna-
tional organisations and coun-
irics to cooperate with this in-
ternational initiative for
maintaining ecological balance
worldwide.

The Prime Minister hegan i

her sneech with a quotationy of
Prophet Mnhammad (SM)
which said, "Science is my
weapon.” We are realisin
truth of the Prophet's
memorable quotation cvery-
time alter 1400 years, she said.
- Turning to an ladesh's ef-
forts for reaching the target of

economic self-re IE.HCE Begum

|

the [

Zia said thEI‘E: was no dllt rna- i

main regulatbr of the human

the flounding

of Scicnees (TWAS).

tional Centre for Theorctic 1_.'1.h15 as
Physics, tricste, i“’“-”' sefd 1 F
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ICSTED wm?ld be a centre of re-
search for devceloping countrics
having a missjon to ulilisc the

results of successlul and expen-

sive rescarch performed
throughout the world to the
context ol denscly populated re-
gions of the world.

Prof. Salam said the goal of

ICSTED would be preciscly to
- see that through scicnee and
technology

were brought at
faster devcioping regions. The

people living in high density

countres like Bangiadesh need,

for their well being, examinge

their problems with this basic
fact in mind, he added.

the condilions of

regions_ such as. Bangladesh
par wilh theo

Prol. Salam said he had al-.
ways felt that the n.aigmblems

of the Third World nc
solved atl local level.
connection, he récalled that he

- I'irsl mooted the idea of sctting

20 centres of excellence in
T ird World countrics for their
development through science
and tcchnology at the bi-an-
nual mccting of the Third

World Academy of Science held

in Caracas, Venczucla in 1990,
He said denscly populated did
not mean underdevelopment
and pointed out that the entire
South-East Asia includin
China was a collection o
densely populated regions that
were experiencing the highest

vd to be
In this

- tive to the dep endence on sclen-

tific and technulugical devel-
opment to rid the nation of her
innumerable problems.
Besides the problems ol
verty, illiteracy, inadcquate
ecallth facilitics, she said,
Bangladesh was also facing the

natural disasters, environmen-

tal degradation, ‘desertification
and salinity.

She said/that her government

SM) |-
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sustained growth rale that the -

world had ever scen.

Prol Salam said the ICSTED
would also focus on the prob-
lems of womien in terms of the
betierment of their condition
through ulilisalion of science
and technology and. addel )
STED would have.a w
wing 1o look cxclusivel
L.

l.h:‘: L 'mkt.r.l th dL -
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- SAARC

- Theorcetical Ch:.n*n-.try,
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had attached importance to
science and technology and
linked the development pro-
grammes with science, tech-
nology and linked the devel-
opment programmes wilh
science, technology and envi-
ronment. She also said that her
government had taken an inte-
grated national scicnce. policy,
announced a balanced envi-
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sovernmen! of B:ll'lglcldtﬁh un-
er the feadership’ of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
[or taking keen interest in
hosting |he centre in Dhaka
and providing ncecssary help
in this regard.

Recalling his  association
with Bangladesh, Prol. Salam
said
[orgel that here in Dhaka, the
bosc-Einslein statistics, so im-
portant to undcerstand nature,
wasdlorn’. He safd. the Univer-
sity ol Dhaka has a tradition

. that is hard to cqual in the ¢en-

tirc sub-continent. °l always
look lorward to rencewing my
fond association with Dhaka

which is now the capilal of a

proud nalion,” he added,
Speaking on Lhe occasion,
Nascem Rahman, Coordi-
nator of ICSTED, Tricste, Italy,
said the proposcd centre in

Dhaka would be a_thoroughly

international institute nol as

-much lor the fact of prestige but

for the quality of work of in-
ternational standard to be per-
formed in Dhaka. lle also
pleaded Tor placing the activi-
tics of ICSTED in Lthe purview of
counlrics and -addeoed
vach of which had reasons Lo

-contribuice Lo the suceess ol I1C-
STE{D.

Dr. Rahman, a Prolessor of
De-
artmeni ol Chemical Scicnces,
niversity of Trieste, [taly said

the ICSTED would soon ht* in a

osition o start work in the de-
nes arcas and contacts weré
being established with relevant
scicntlists and technologists of

: the the SAARC countrics so

that regional prnjcrts could
Lly

g.,uml function,

ister and Prof--
the foun-
Coe B

Altc

- will

as i physicist 1 cannot -
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- dation of the ICSTED near lht:

Scicnce Museum. The govern-
ment ol Bangladesh has allo-
cated land for the centre and
provide necessary facili-
ties and support for its func-
tioning.

Initially, research will be
tonducted at the centre on five
broad areas like environment
and natural disaster protec-
tion, population conitrel and
bio- technnlug.r computer. soft-
ware development and research
in material science which will
include development of the
natural products like jute and
also semiconductors and other
solid state technologies. Both
local and foreign scientists will
be working in each of the five
arcas. The total workforce at
the centre will be around 150.
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Ma{]nr part of the expenses in

running the centre is expected
to be available as donations
from friendl
World Bank and UNIDO are
alikcly to finance the centre's
projects. All research will be

-done through ‘internatfonal

contract.

The 20 countries selected to
be sponsored as networks of
such centres include Pakistan,
Malaysia, Sri Lanka and Egypt.

Education Minister Barrister
Jamiruddin Sircar, State Min-
ister for Education Principal
Eunus Khan, Cootdinator of the
International Institute for Pure
and AB plied Chemistry, Triestc,
Ital rof. Naseem ahman
Additional Sccre in-charge
of Science and Technology
Division Abdulla- Haroon
Pasha and Joint Secretary
the Ministry Dilip Kumar
Biswas spoke on the sion.
- -Minister, MPs, scien acns
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countries and the
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