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attended among others, by min-
isters, diplomals,- represcnta-

cxperts and high officials of
partments.

Shahced President Ziaur Rah-
man was the first to atlach
fopmost priority to education.
She said he had taken initia-
ives to widen the basc of pri-

leracy at the glckest possible
me. She said mass litcracy

rogramme, which-was the sece-

istoric - peaceful revolution,
wd been dropped by the aulo-
ali¢ regime.
Begum Zia said the govern-
'nl has introduced compul-
ry - primary cducalion
roughout the country and
455 education programme has
'n rcintreduced in ull swing,
said to make the t.:umpuf?
y primary cducation.pro-
me successiul, action pro-,
mmes are underway in' the
nt plan period (o build, re-
sirucl-and repair a tolal of
housand - government and
-government! | primary
ols all over.the country.

scgum Zia. said, a high-

stag

The inaugural funclion was

tives of international agencies,
concerned ministries and de-

The P'ri-rﬁc Minister said -

nary educalion lo eradicate’il- -

nd phase of Shahced Zia's

k
!. -

. Prime. Minister Bugﬁm
- Khalcda Zia on Sunday reiter-

atcd the political commilment
of the present government to

© give stress on education which,
she said, is complementary to

the development of the country,

reports I3SS, :
inauguraling a two-day con-
¢ . ference on "Primary Education:
Problems and Remudics”, spon-
sorced by Primary and ‘Mass Ed-
ucation Division at thc Inter-
! national Conlcrence Centre
(ICC), Begum Zia said the gov-
crnment wants to, ensure ac-
couniabhility and responsibilil
In the edeation sector. She sai
there is no scope for negligence
in the ficld of education, which

working to identify the prob-
eradicating illiteracy. She said
4 scparale division-primary
and mass education division—
has been ereated and placed un-
der ‘the direct control of the
- Poime Minister, She said, dou-

in a number of schools and
large numbér of primary 1each-
crs arc being recruiled on emer-
geney basis., |

The Prime Minister said,
commillces have bheen {ormed
with people's representatives al
various ﬁ:vuls to carry fonvard

- the programme. She said, i has

gencrated enthusiasm through-
oul the country and the Com-
ulsory DPrimary- Education:
rogramme” has been lurned:
Into a social movement. She
‘underllined the need for further
coordination and intcgration
of the programime through
concerted cfforts. She said
those who want welfare of the
country should come fonward
as it is not the responsibility of
the government alone: o
Begum Zia emphasised the
- need: lor strengthening supervi-
sion at all levels in view of very
high rate of wastage in primary
cducation. She said mere con-
struclion of schools and re-
cruitment of teachers are not
the only solution. She said our
-

astage rate in p
edn must go : PM

lem’s standing in the way of

ble shifts have been introduced -
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the government is to achicve
"“educalion for all by the year

2000.” To alttain this objcclive

to ‘highest alloedlion has been

.given to education. She said in’.

the fourth-five-year-plan 52

cr cent of the total allocation

or the  education scctor has
becen earmarked for primary
and mass cducation sub-scetor.
Finance Minister M. Saifur
Rahman, Education Minister
Barrister Jamir Uddin Sircar
and State -Minister for Educa-
tion Principal Yunus Khan
were special guésts at the con-
ference. Addilional Scerciary
in charge of Primary and Mass -
"Education Division Kazi 1
Raquib. Uddin Ahmed and Joint

is a'national issuc.. L. oScorctary Khondker, Shahidut .
‘Begum Zia said the goal of Contd, on pageBcol.3 -
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powcered task. [orce is now '

wastage rale in primary educa-
tion is 65 por cent which has w0

be curbed and the people have to

be motivated.

' She' feminded the 1eachers
"ol their responsibility -for  the
success of education. She said,
© special care should be taken for

wonien cducation 'as the success
*of primiary education. largely
depends on their education.
- The Prime 'Minister had
words of pralsc for some non-
fovernment organisations {or
their services -in ‘the ficld “of
mass cducation. She expressed
the hope that others would fol-
low their examples to make the
jovernment nitiatives suceess-
ul. Begum Zia said, in our en-
Jvironmhent spread of education
is a great challenge. He said,
“Howcever difficull the challenge
may be, we shall havelo over-
~come i, There is no short cut to
U ifwe want 10 stand high as a
scell-respecting nation. We may
differ on othier issues. BBut-re-
garding cducation there can be
1o Lwo opinions.™ ' -
Beguni Zia sadd education 1s
acclaimed as a fundamental
human right. She said educa-
lion is also the pivol of patrio-
tism and democratic values. Re-
ferring 1o the present literacy
rale which-is 25 per cent she

said if we move at this speed it

L

- will require 700 years 1o make
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" the root cause of our poverly
overcome by educatling  the

C MTLLSSLS,

'Iiu,nmr_l resouree development
s the maidn wtor behin

ionced.

. Lhe great problem in the educa-
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the entire population literale. |

Relerring to some nceigh-
houring countrics which have
madc rapid progress, in the ficld
of cducation, she said literacy
rate ol SAARC countries like
S5ri Lanka and Maldives has
gone up 10 90 per cent. She de-
seribed widespread illiteracy as

-

and’backwirdness. She said re-
source conslraints can only be

The Prime Minister said by’
using scicnce and technology
we can achiceve progress Iif::).:
Japan, Korca and Singapore.

their
present allluence, she men-

She expressed the hope that.
the conferenee would. con-
ributc towards identilying i
problems conlronting the edu- 1
cation scetor and.in suggesting
remedial measures. .

Jamiruddin Sircar said, the .
government has been doing ev- -
crything possible o remove
session jams in the Universi-
tics. . |

Mr. Saiflur Rahman said
proper utilisation of fundsis |

tion scetor. He said, we should
tock for the maximum benelit
out'of the resources spént for !
primary and mass cducation.
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