tellectual and spiritual needs
_rernain the same, They ‘need
Iove, nurturing, .protection and

grow. And they need an educa-
tion to help them fulfil their
1 potential and prepare them for
t life'— to support their fami-
| lies' and ‘contribute to their

| mmmu.mty, nation and human-
! ~kmd, ‘ : '

mon challenges facing govern-
‘ments in North and South may
be the need to shift from in~
vesting in armaments to inves-
ting in people, especially the
younger generation, Currently,
| in a perversion of priorities, the.
" world spends an average of US
$ 20,000 on a soldier, but only
$ 350 to educate a child,

. The world’s industrialised
} countries spend more- on their
military forces in three days

countries’ of -sub-Saharan Afri-
1 ca devote to educating their 213
{ million children in a year.

1 Costa Rica and post-war Ja--
| pan are examples of countries
that_have prospered partly be-
{ cause their economic, political
and social systems
] been burdened by military
needs and demands, Rather
| than spendmg scarce resources

everywhere and “their’ ba- \
sic_ physical,- emotional, .in-

7C HILDREN are r:htldren l,

- time and space to- play and

than the UUS $5.6 billion the 42

have not -

dueution

on armaments and equiping le-
gions of soldiers, Cﬂsta Rica .
spends some 18 per cent of its

measures, + the figure was as
high as 3 per cent,

Defence spendmg in the. de—
veloping world in 1988 exceeded
1960 levels -by more than 700
per cent, Developing couniries

chalk up US $ 200 billion in mi-

litary expenditure each year for
litary expenditure each . year,
four times the .economic assise
tance they receive from donors
and more than enough to ser-
vice their external debts annu-

- ally,

The global arms race has dr.-
verted scarce resources and the
attention of political Ieaders
and their® policy. advisers from
such grave pmbiems as pover~
ty, over-population, hunger and
starvation, the environmental
degradation, illiteracy, and . the
lack of hasm education,
EDUCATION FOR SURVIVAL

A' second challenge’ common
to North .and South’ is helpmg'
every child develup the perso-
nal, human, civic and global

" ent or sliding into ‘prejudice

— = "'"—-——. - -~
-\__-—-——l—

attltudés needed » for sumval
and prdgrcsﬂ mtn the next ﬁcen-
" tuw . S, -t :: T
national budget on education.
until recent economic austerity -

.In both poor and aﬂiuent co-

mmunities, people need to learn

at an early .age.res_pet{:' for and
how to .take care of their bo-

. dies, theu' minds ancl their to-

tal we}.l-bamg In many indus~

trialised countries, “such health
and social problems as AIDS -
and drug and alcohol abuse
have reminded people just how |
important access to basxc m-
furmatmn is. :

'T‘he global Far;:ts fnr Life ef- -
fort (see another article in thls
kit) is part of this process “of
empowerment that would give

everyone. basic 'information ab-

out :nutntmn sanitation aid
personal health prattlces )

People eve:rvwhera also need ;
to learn basic humnan values to f

communicate and to feel and ]

be part of the human family.
Instead of remaining . indiffer- .

and hatred, children _need to -
develop Tespect and tuTerance

for human weaknesses, and dif-
ferences among sexes; - rates,

knﬂwledge skills, values, and

o,

people need a safe and cariflg
énvironment to help them de-
velop sensitivity, miannsatidn
and- the capacity for empathy,
self-sacrifice and PFenerosity.
LAYING THE BEDROCK
- These human quantitiés are
the foundation of civic such
values a5 openi~mindedness, fair
‘ness and respect for truth and
social justice. .Young people
need to learn to vaiue and pro-
E tect human rights and human
dignity, non-violence and a res-

; pect for equality and the rule
( of law. They need to develop
aversions to inequality, privil
*Ege greed, exploitation, viol~
ence, coercion and repression,

In both North and .South,
-education’ must help them de-
velop spiritual values, includifig

' a_.wariness of crass matenahsm
and wasteful consumption,

People thmughnut the world
also need to develop global vas
. lues, especially an appreciation
' that humankind's coliective fate
. :; bound ;?1: with the fate of
¢ earth, ‘They need to acquire

E Sense of mSPOHSIbJE mn,s[nnp-

~ classes and cultures..

1'1‘=.!.-.

- — e - - R

nugratmn tu mtles educaﬂan

must retain and teach cultural ,
values — teaching young peo~

ple to appremate their 1nd1ge-
nous cultures and f:nmuragmg.
them to mcurpurate their tra-
ditiona! values.in’ mudern hfe '

“The dilemma”, says Margaret-_
Catley-Carlson, President ‘of .the
Canadian International Deve-J
iopment Agency, *is that. ‘our
.rehgmusfp“};ulﬂsuplﬂcal and mo-

termsof riral valu_es_. We
‘haven't even started developing
values that we are willing . to

recngmse as being healthy city
values and yet we are going .to
be an urban p"lanet in about 12
years " - o '! Ly

Jncreasing’ apprecmtmn for
rural values may alsc help slow
urbanisation and may help buf—
fer urban residents against. the-
_alienation and’ lsnlatmn many
fﬂEl in Cltlﬂﬂ L Lo 1

Where do chlldren leam ba-

Young f

! zines and Examplﬂ set b;r.r idols

- = ".""_-" 1i--""'_'—'-"_::l!' ATy We—i

other "hand, recognises - school ,
as only part of the learning en«

_' vironment, Cleatly, values come

‘from éverywhere — moviet and

television, music, books, mapa-:

in sports, popular culture and
poimcs .

Perhaps maost important
children’s values are - m_stllled
by their parents, not only i
words but through their deeds
at home and in the community
To assure the basic education
‘of every child, parents need t
learn to be parents -

In communities in both North

. and South, education for all ca
ral Systems are all ‘set upin
- and the marginalised to ¢

and should emDower the poc_-

new npportumt.les to - impro
their lives, It ‘matters not whe;

~therchﬂdrenarenchnrpuo

black, white dr yellow, whethe

. they are from the highlands o
Latin Amenca the deltas o

Asm the deuerts of Africa, th
great cities of EKurope or th
suburbs of North America;

need to -be endowed with th

. confidence and commitment’

become the b’e'st that they'
be.

“Much of the gulf betwee

sic values ! In ‘many Nonhcm misery and opportunity, squal

countries, there IS mc

] ejud hopg 4l e M




