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might B y that . educatmn is

tco-imporiant fo be left’to the:
. edili:at hnists: It Shmgﬂ’ ipe -left

to thoge- who .are affected by

S ‘because By now it
is “clealy that; elitist fpressures

“have” iftruded' at” alf levels*of.
educatjon “forcihg the systemn
to:respond * but | §uch pres.
sures { idve little to ‘do ‘with

- gcal 41 ‘eradication™ of lows
| rerty which, has ‘made .

end bl
‘life | I| Bangladeshia: chrnm-
aowes, '

*IREiY edUcatiop: is 'the glue
WhichPholds ‘the society  ‘to-
gethe Lln Bangladesh various

agenc) ow' eéngaged in
-educa$ unal actlv;mes But

[ learnig g to Lmad ardd write is
' GHIX

fle beginnmgl of .adult
educa el Tha newly Jiterate
' persoy ishottld 20 o1 1o higher
lﬂ‘Fls and “for this he needs gz
' permiient éducaticnal set up
c]*‘se C hls place: b.f re:sv.den-

i b

-""‘A ) mmunlt’v chllegﬁ can

togetin r an ¢ntire community
for &] umnmn educatmn pur-

'F“’ Pr e,

- o Ty B T,

, _,mum ,. culiege w1LI keep

" hig b Sic e¢ducation should be
able bo acquire it jn some
mstitption. The. question . is:
what dnes an adult do after
.becorling «Jiferate? fAdult edu-
cation!‘centres - are pot per-
-mant They are closed after
. the gmal]- budget . allotted to
+hem 'is spent. A regular-com-

‘war ls/new ndult IEarHE.rs

“Ansg adult “who has misded

the-

he Bangladesh Times

eed for community
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-of as a place of vucatmnal edu

in the
educatmnal ﬂrblt Tor as long

as they want, | . e _
i indmdual nor #o the organi-
sation for which he may have.

-willh ‘séééndary
cations;” Many,of theia gorgo

f Lummumty cullEgEs can; be

i.--

of - great ‘help ‘even to. ltl‘lose s
leve] ‘qualifi-.s,

0435

pressure gr -for the sake of °

status op employment will be
‘neither ' salisfactory. to the

to work, ..
. Trelinking of . ]nbs ang de-

cnlleg&s not because ‘they realss grees s Suggcsted as a solu-

1y want'sto "but because | of:s
. apn absence of pﬁst-vecondary |

altemanve Educatmnal arranm
EemcntS o Yl s
COURSES R

-~ At -a lower ‘level mdustr:al
- tralning centres are Hnm ‘able

to provide seats for al] those

who apply, ¥ The c¢ommunity .
cullege can Be an all-purpose
. cpen-door institution provide:-
:ng a’variety of courses cover.
ing technicaf cﬂmmercial and
artlstic fields; . . n

It tan also pruvlde ﬂhﬂl‘t'
“term coutses . for. those \who
-are already employedd (in " ‘as-:
“foctation with the coneern-
ed organisations). In the [Unit..
¢d Kingdom colleges of . fur-
ther education provide +this -
- type of traiping jointly with
1‘1d115t1‘|31 enterprises, .

* Community colleges h:,r mak-
ing courses open 9o every in-
teresied person ‘can’ create g
“desire for education ip ‘ay

0f educating themselves - No
one .need .worry about ‘pass. .
ing’ op ‘fajling.’. A person cap
take.a course as many times-
as he wants to reacha certaln--
level of proficiency. .
- An individual cap reach his ,
maxlmum poteriial onhly when-
. He.pursues a vocation of “his
mterest What is dﬂn&uuder

tbose who have never thought.

Uan - But as+ Professor V.V,
thn has pomted out “the
problem is the- expensive jr-

-« relevance of the university de-
gree for most kinds of jobs..

and -our habif of ignoring the
simple fact that th& skills

acqitired outside the universi-
ty system.” The community
- celiege can come to our qid as

‘a8 suitable arrangement gutside

“the university catt‘.ring 0. an
indmdual’s nr an organisa-
ﬂr.:m s specific | ruqu:reme'nts

-Nearly half of cur six hundr-

. &d,colleges are academlcally‘
- enun-‘uable and_8s such these .

colleges should be used fdr
evemng class and shOrt-tE'rm
cousres,. - -

 In uthEr words they should
fonction as community col-
leges. The University Grants

. (‘Gmmlsmun is the right body .

fo°>. ¢consider’ the copversion
of. *ncn-viab‘e colleges into
commumty colleges . and to

. Suggest the basic’ fmmewnrk_

for toe starting of new com.
munity colleges; It should, ap-
point a task foree composed

of eminent edur:atmnms to
stidy “the idea in depth, One
should not forget that basic
. educatmn Anlocks the door of
dexelt:ipm,nt A . community

: cle-reralnnE

. Literacy )naeen . .
Key to.the release of creative L

eeﬂed for the jobs could be
. Was well

. a lecture delivered in India 5

‘lopment with mills and fac-

tories He said: “In ail of the
older industria} countries the
- early emphgasis

e o

Is

and mnovatwn A good réad
13 .good hospital and a go-uvd

im mdmat& educational ad-
vancpment. At 3. highetr. ievel s "
'its ainy is ‘excellence, | f ; !

} PEOPLL’S COLLEGE "
L "This excellence is the Gf-ﬂ- |
lective - excellence of the mm---
a:rnumt Oﬂﬂe this * giithers |
1mnmem‘um -dynamijc : change .
whlch g . the fﬂundatmn of ¥
fprjﬂless will ‘begin to tepla- ~
ce haﬁltual ‘ways:’ of thinking /
}and acting. In this new kmd ]
“of total educafion every mem-

hber ot th¢' community is 8-
'student and a learning centre

“1o discover thls new way < of
ﬁleammg atd woking i - the .
yecmmunity college, 5
*. A community ccliege is real .-
1y a prople’s-college. In # the
jrast-motivated would also get
.SOmME eXposure 10 % lﬁarnmg
. Atmosphere, o

- In Bsnyladesh the pgﬂrest |
~are the illiterate and upskill- . |
r €d= penple, Grgumsed labour

iz well above the poverty jine,
3 The eccnomically weakest .are

"in agriculture and in tradi-- '1

. tional . smali busipnessés, In |
*“beth fields productivity is very .
! low leading to0 a more or less

permanent’ poverty equilibri.

urn. Only innovation and .co~ |}
joperajion can break the pover *
ty equilibrium and make p :
ple" work hard with a sense of |
Sﬂﬂunty ) i

A radmal change of this na-
jure is essentially an educa. -
tional task. -embracing. the en-

i
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tire community. A communj-
ty erllege Is the set-up where
fsuch g task can be undertaken
F in a systematic manner ‘o

- ct‘]lege ls not ¢u be thuught

__J,____=.h
college

I’ .
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calion only. It should . com

- bine libera] arts and tﬂhni- :

cal coursés in an iméaginative
way to offer scope f{pevery
member of . the community,..

The Parkland Commupnity Col- .

lege in Illinois U.S, offers P
928 courses mc]udmg courses”
for ‘watch repairing and bity.. -

LITERACY - -iis &

‘- m;ms ..he

forces. In Europé and Ameri-" i
ca the literacy] percentage™
above geventy at” i
the beginning of the industrial
revolution two hundred years” !
ago.

A
John Kenneth Galbranth in -

ignored al] the technicalifies {'
of economices and strongly em-
nhasised the neeq for -z i
tal atiack on ifliteracy. #i¢
came down heavily on those
wha identify enongmic deve-

WwWas not on i
capital investrneni but on edi-
cetiona) and cultural develop~
ment, In_ the United States
Western  Eurqpe and -ootably |
mcre recently im Japan the |
iniilal © emphasis i both e
thf:-u ght and action on .econo-
mic development was popular {)
education. These were conside }
rcd the firsg requlfﬂ*rtes of. .ECCI“
Domic progress,, :

Degrees and diplomas ‘are
enly a small par of education]. !
The most important and basic

iiiiii

aspect of education is change Y.
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