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-natyral leader. It is true that

-q;}'-lll"_‘_"_'m - T

. tion
(5) by force. According to him

“he is, 1
-in.

Shg < Bangla A, K, Faz-
q “like a true poet, is
horn not made.” In his words

ple; not My calling upon others

"t0 rn:uk!;I sacrifices and him-
"self doipg very little, but by

share of
may be

bcannﬂ his. full
whatcve: sacrifices

necessaly for the attainment

of ‘the xommon good.” In all

-yespects Sher-e-Barngla was a
true ledder — 3 g:ant among

the ut]uns, H{is towering ira-
me oy rshadowed everyone
‘and cvergthing around. But

‘mote, jnuch more, than the
.physicdl charisma was the vi-
-sion -ahdl the deep humanity

that come thmngh and left an
mdehhlc impression.

. It always made one feel
'smail and humble to be iIn

his -tolwering presence. Dr. T.
G. Spicar of Cambridge Uni-
Wml
to fivé types: (1) the natural,
(2) thd¢ charismatic, (3). the ra-
() of consensus, -and

the natural leader is selfless,
in fact, not interested

ership. He exerts him-
self- fo the best of his ability
and frith all the sincerity and

devofion under the sun with-
out any expectation of re-
ward Because of his sineeti-
ty by is gble to establish a

pe ‘bond between him- -

self’ and ‘his foliowers. Geng-

rally the c¢avse
a leader, he takes tn it

asaduckwmt:r

. Spesr cites Napoleon

! Bonpparte as an outstanding

exajnple of a natural leader,

the. tmprint on the sands of
titn¢ of this ‘Child of Destiny’
can pever be erased. Our be-
Ievéd comrade, the indomit-
abl4 champlon of truth and
Justice, was an out and out

he was not fated like Napo-

. le to eat out his heart in

|

- exile, or to bury himself dur-

ing' the closing years of his
life in bitter memories of a

stirving past. In a sense, he
' had been fortunate :

in his
., Be had been spared the

-"h m lm. uf mm.u. |

“A_tiue, leader guides ot ‘s
" much b{ percept as by exam-

- his  wateriop.

divided leadership in-

throws up

tormcnt of brooding over the
ruin of his ambitions. He
warmed both hands, as said
the poet, before the fire of
life: it sank and he was ready

to depart. But Shere-Bangla“”

_had much in common with
" the Child of Destiny and even
a peronality like Qaid-c-Azam
. Mohammed Al Jinnah indi-

‘rectly testi
ation when he claimed in 1946

1hat Sher-e*BangLa had : met”
Free from all-

narrowness, truthful in tho-

ught, fearless in action, meek

as a lamb, but a Lion in- spi-

rit as he was, Shere-Bangla -

embodied the highest qualities
that a man might desire. Like

Nanoleon, he was also a’ pa-

triot, an idealist snan -of ac
tion, -a dreamer of dreams. A
review of his-* carcer reads .

hike™ mancc. it seems un-
belicvable » {hat a man so dar-
mg, so adventurous, so bold,

B0 reckless of consequénces,

" abd yet -so miensely practical,

 should have arisen in this be 2 stotemicnt in the capacity

nighted land of ours. Yet a
study of bis life will show

that “the clements” were —

So mixed in him that

Nature might stand up

And say to all the world,
*IThis was a ‘man’.

Like a gonuine natural lea-
.der, he had always been wed-
ded to his ideals and in his
passionatz and ardent desire
~ to realise them, he unhesitat- -
ingly lighted upon truths that -
“perish never™, He never bo-.
thered about creating any ef- "~
fect. He took up a cause if it

came - naturally to him and

worked for it always with ge- -

nuine- sincerity and devotion,
indomitable courage. and con-
viction befitting a natura! lea-
tler of the first water,

In a letter written to the .

then Governor of Bengal Sir
John Hetrbert on the 2nd Au-

wust, 142 he had the courage .

and conviction and foresight-
edness to demand a separate
Bengali Army and wrote, “1

Want you to consent to the

formation of a Bengali Army
consisting of hundred thous-

-and young Bengalis mns.tstme

of Hindu and Muslim youths

on a ﬁftY'ﬁft}' ham Thm ig

CUSES.
and which must be lmmedl-.

jed to-this. nbserv- ]

. @& person

‘the

| Bengal
statemcnt and in a letter wri-.

SYED ASHRAF Ald

. an insgisted demand for such .

a step belnz taken at -once,
and the people of Bengal will
not be satisfied With any .ex:
It is a national' dem-

ately couceded.

| He also pointed out in the -

Jetter, "Admuustratwe

.measures must be sulted to

the . genitts and - traditions of

the people and ‘not fashioned
according to. the whims é4nd -

caprices of hardened buresu-

crats to many of whom auto~ .
" eratic ideas are bound up with

the very breath of their lives,”
A natural leader of dauut-
less -spirit he was, lie never
cared a button for his person-
al security and safety to bring

might be the rank and status
of the person cnncerned Evén
the Governor of ‘Bengal was

‘reprimanded in -writing by

this fearless representatwe of
people.

In Ff:bruary. 1943 he made

of Chief Mmﬂter of . Bengal.
Om the floor of the Bengal Le

gislative Assembly regarding
‘the then Government’s policy

on bhdnapm‘e Affairs. Sir John
A, Herhcrt the Governor of
-cotild not relish the

tten to the Shere-Bangla on
the 15th Fcbruary, 1943, he

. "demanded, “I shall expect an
explanation from you at your.
mierview tomerrow maoraing

of vour conduct in failing.to

 consuit- me before announc-
" ing what purports to be the
decision of the Government.” .
~ This indecent letter very na-.
turafly found Sher-e-Bangla In
Ffume and in a befitting reply
“sent on the 16th February, the

Tiger of Bengal roared:
“Dear Sir John,

In reply to -your letter of
~ the 15th
- write to say that I owe you

February, 1043, 1

no explapation whatever' in
respect of my conduct in fail-

ing to consult you before an-
. nouncing what according to

you 15 the " decisian af the

Goveinment, but I ﬁ'om[y.

owWe you a dut:uw “sﬁﬂeﬁ
m\
a mild ,é-‘ﬁ g:)“

to book whatever

been used In your letter un-
der reply should, I infure,

" be avoided ip any correspons

dence between the Governor
and his Chief Minister.”
What is more, he did not
even hesitate 1o rebuke. and
bring to book th# then jour
nalists for their passive roles

- gnd cowardice attitude. Re-
- minding them of the daring

rnles of great daredevil jour-
nalists like Maulana Moham-
mad AH Fauhar, Motilal Ghosh
Surendra Nath Banerjee, he

declared on the floor of the

. Bengal Legislative Assembly

on the Yth February, 1944

- “They were liogs in their own
. days and we have got the des-

condantis of the tions of In-
dian journalism in our midst,
todey. But the difference bet-

- ween the two classes of lions

is very significant. Those wers
lions whose roars used. to re-
verbarate from Bengal across

the seven seas to the homes
of the British nation, but in
the case of present lions they

- .are as docile as Hons in a cir-

cus  show. The roar of the
lions of old used to make
thronte and wag- their tails in
approbation of + Government
policy.”” No other politician in

" the history of this sub-contt

nent ever had the guffs to re-
buke the journalists in such a
forceful language.

But it was not only this

- defiant spitit and in

domitable ¢ourage which
marked him out from
the average run of stalwarts
in the unusually bright and
colourful Indian political fir-
mament, but- his brilliant wit

and remarkablé sense of hu-
mour, occasionally ably sup-

ported by his thorough grasp

- of mathematics, together with

unpa;alleled ability to gather
up ccmp'exity and transmute

. it to simplicity also endeared

him to the masses.
‘When Dr. Nalini Ranjan Sir-

- car, himself a renowned par-

liamentarian, urged upon. the
Chief Ibﬁmster to change the
angle of vision regarding 2a-
particular tickl'sh issue, Sher-
c-Bangla promptly replied that

it was not his but the angle of




