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‘'many visitors, inch.ding
f1om our own coun

's0 nuch

- Mona

The Eiffel Tower of ‘Tour

Eiffel’ (monovnced - in] French-

as . Thrgh-Eiffel) and jthe ciiy
of Paris are - almest
mous. Much hass ¢ been 'said
snd wrien  on thigi lofty
tower 307 mettea 'hig#, by to
SO0
.. This
gigontic  steel.framie with ith
“iowering' height jrpressed me
that whehever 1
used 1o get . time, 1] would
wolk pest it just to fcuck @

L]

- plimpse of its lofty and Jovely

sight, [ |

- 'rhings were, however, a Lt

ile differert with my colleague
‘whio, while discussing betweeil
gurselves, once said “the
‘tower did not  irvpress him
much, sncg he  happened %0
see another gient - gteéel-Irap:e

right from his childh - 1ha
Phapsb  hridge over the
‘mighty Meghna He Was, in a
sense right; kug bis jremxark

almest instantly rerinded tne -

of the two amusing anecdotes
which 1. had heard yedrs buck,

Here js (he one: AlGerman
youngmer had  geie s to=.the
for sight-seeing.
Bul to everytning he : would
be thown by .the wur;:.r't-gu;dﬂ,
na wou'd 1espond by statink
that such things exist in his
covrntry as well. imatel.’
the guide tock Bim negr  tue
Neigra waterfalls at;_:d sthougbt
that this time he would ot
ogy onything like {thap” But
‘what the bewjldered [ guile
heard the youngmszn sAy, after

he hud.observed the §mighty
falls for soiretime, i § this —
sWell. . we have a plumber in

guy cousntry, who can § mend
shis bloody leak”™ . -
" The cther one appears to

' gie even pore itteresting: Two

LA

person of Miffereny nationaliies
svere beasting 1o ezch] other
of their - respoctive ' counts1es,
One-said, “In onr couritry  'wo
dug’the earth to the depth of
'‘ive, thousand feet and discy
vered seme copper wires', The
other man axked, “What does
it prove 7' The reply was: “It
nraves jhat ielegraghic  wite

gysiem cxisied b cur prouniry

‘even  before five thousand
N
N

—

"y

Lisa smiles-¥

synony ~

"empercrs (Augustus . Caesar,

years”. It was now the tufn’}
of.the other perscn. He said, foond
“In our coun{ry, we .dug, the. i
earib tc the depth of 1N-thous jte iianma
gand feet and did not And any' £t
wire”. This time the question
was: ‘Doer it -Prove .- ahy« [bootoomin
thing 7" The reply: '“Yes, b oo v i
proves tha: wirelesg system ex- [t s
_isted in our country even be-
fore 16 thousand years”, .

» However, we next . visited |
the celeébrated Lovvre Museum, -
whick alone draws 18 milljon
visitors a year. The lLouvre

- (tpronounced in  French a8
Tuvsh’y orecerves —ardng { i
ofher ccilections the most
femt us pajating of the sworld
Ia joconde (Mong  Lisay of

Lecpardo da Vinci.$ (La §
Jocende' was, I learnt > here,'p
the name of the pajniing the |
artist gave jt and ‘Mona Lisa
was the name of the model ko
“utdised) and two «ther impcers:
tang stu.ptares, though cams’
parstively a liitle lass famous
— The -Venus cf Milo aid{The:
. Vittory of Sanrcthrace.’ i
The *ﬁreﬁliginus collections of E
the Mnset m are, in fact, divid- &
ed irto sixm departrents: paint- g
mn gnd  design,  Antiquities - SRR
Fgyptian, Antiguities Criemal, B4

Ll ...: ST

ment was the ~‘mummps’
which [ was seeing fora. e

first iime in  my life and I
could not nelp wondering how
tire Egyptians could perform

collections that T cot 1d not com |
plete seehig all in  oNg day.,‘i.
despite the fact that I was con.
stanily on foot for nore thanf
four borrs Hence T Led to g0
there for the cecond day and
even ihen 1 could not be fully
s)tisfied | - |

Gefore the birth of Chr.st,

As T was iﬂnking at Mona Close to t!'J.E _ *dépa:‘rm_lent nt
and oh:elving her minutely, Egyptian antiquities, h_a@.r_;,ng ob-
1 was 1emmnded of her . most | served a radiaung s diamond
speciacular journey to  NeW{ from a cerfain distance,’ I ad-

Yerk in 1963 and, more recent-1 vaneed towards it and  fourd
lv, 10 Tokvo. For obvious rea-.
son, the rush of visitors was|
maximum in iront of Mona,
L'sa* whrth was found préler-
ved wiih extraordinary precaus-
tion and care. A

But then, there Were 2lso
c¢ther pairtings +1 the different|
schonls an ages of Iialy, Hol-
Iand, Spain and France, whichl|
Are No less speciacular -, The

“raintings: of Raghael, ;Rubeny,|
Van Dyck, Vaii-Gogh, Picasso;
P.sspro; Cezanne and Gauguint

may be cited as examples. A

*salle’ (rcom) dedicated {0

Rubéns (1577-1640) and _filled 77 Y _ )

up ‘with reproduetions bf ail ,9of Versalle 15 a

the iriporiant works of - fhi® . ya¢cnumen; 2nd
celebrated Flemish painter Of | goma miles aviay frem the mais

the 17th century has been gdrd-
ed to ‘he musum ionly in re. § oo cpere. I+ wis  Loujs X1V,
cent years, and it appeared 10 | .y-hg plarned and built” {he
be the muest altraﬂiﬁ Ufl all, h _pﬁIH{'E ir the 17th cenury ;'_{t

Trainee arlists  from variiis 5 e 0f more than a hundred
rountries of the werld weve

a papet-bosrd inounted by its
side “Le Regent -- Dianoha
136 cavats 7|8 Broughy - from
Madras ¢ Englynd by Thomas

the Duke of Orleans Fir - {he
crown of Fronce o i1782", L8

al: +he {tressures that have

from this subcoulment
. time {0 {Ume, -

-,

the’ important pjcces. I.

In the depariment of sculp-
tures as well as of Antiquity -
Grece-Roman, as § stood before
the pusts bf Roman heroes and

-~
¢nce Rome and the grandeus

that was Greece, As for the!
Egyptian  entiguities, thore’
wire 57 varjed and nuinerous

{hat it appeared to me for some
yime as if I was visiting a mu-
geum in Epvpt and  nog
F .nwe. The speciacie which at-

g.

—

men were starv

e,

D

——
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=

—pyp

fo. example), I could rot feip
thinking of the glory thag lwas

¢{he feat severa}l thousiu d years.

the following words pwritlell o

Ptt in 1502 and ncquireg_l*ﬁom ,

I read the &buve writings .in
French, 1 indeed felt sorry for

been laken away by outside’s
from . pajace to 2

The ‘Chatean’ or the Palac?
historical

inruegh i i

city, one has to msKe iime, o

: _ ‘millijon doilars and reportedly
fornd meking reproductions of ;. at g time when many French+¥

Arntiquijties Greco-Roman, scul- ‘.MtiNA. 1oSALby RA, " -Q R —
gg:res and the ubjects of ' T = The li%lﬁfe is indeed’a’ good
vast and enormous ure e oo T PR €Xxanpledef great extravagaice; ~
~ 551 tracied me mos{ jn {higydeparie S, o ‘Erench court, which™js

gnid to be or'a of the n.oin .rea-

scns behind Frenech  Revohi-
tion Lewvs XIV wol.d rot Hka
th: narrow stréeis ond unruly
mcbs ot Paris and go he deed-

.ed fo Boild a maglificant royal
' Tesiaente {we,ve mijles south-
{ west of Paris, He commanded.

' the leadicg erchitects and ‘atl-.
Tists to build sid deccrate the
Lpalace end its courtyasds, Ver-

.' smille weg thus g dreamland ot
Lotjs XIV and tkie men and
women of his court; but at the

same {jme it wze a nighimare
of suffering and {exat:ion {oz

| the common petple,

Visiting Versailla ohp sunnv
| t-sunda;.r marnng, 1 wac simpPiy
yasterrded by e, ennrmors

/ dimensjons of the  palace. Ty

Al e mte than ha'lt & myle
Clong avd & beaunial  Eoeeln

" Jawn sweeps  down from i
itzound  canal.

i, Shrvbs, {rees ond flowver bheds
t are Jaid ouf B geuinciric pat-
terns and ecores of Jountains

and beautiful  marble statuis
decorate the extensive grouncs
I; has hundreds of rnums,___-thf:_i

o s L ., -
mast imperiant and famous ol

whichiis the Hall ol Mirrors.
where many of the historic ir:-

‘terpational conferinces have
been held, Standing in - ths,
Hall of Mirror, I tried o visui.-
lise the moment ~hen  uie
petce (realy of Wourld Wer 1.
was signed: znd later o3z 1

jpassed jm queuve through 2

[ )
hec-rcaoms of I.cuois XVi's
tfushionhable pnd extravagant
qreen IMarie Antoinetie, -whe

was guiliotined .after the Revo:

‘lution, I tried in vap: to {2

lan exact definiticn of  pomp
aué grgﬁﬁeur. ' .
. K
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