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At the end of the - ecade
'+ euphemistically called the ‘swing
Ing sixties’, a change was he-
ralded in the teaching needs

and practices
.n the UK .
. Several mid-African’ coumtries
believed they could: emulate
Germany of the 1930’s and place
the blame for poor economic
growth 'and performance oh a
-small but affiuent section of
their citizens. They could go
one stage further than Germany
1 as much as many of these
citizens' held joint citizenship
| with both their country of abode
and Britain, the latter given to
them wben the countries in ques
tion gained their independence
from colenial control to full in-
- "The fact that it caused unrest

of' meany schools

;and led to the introduction of

turbs on the numbers of immi-
grants allowed into the UK at
| anyone time was and still is
| mmaterial to the original
{§ thought behind the moves.

But of all the unrest, of all
the upheavals, of all the confu-
sion and of all the inability to
<0pe none was more greatly
]| shown than that of the schools

system. S
. Suddenly the schools, able and
prepared to cope with the prob
lems of Britigh childfen (WASC-
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- The price of changes |

‘and Kenya

White : Anglo-Saxon : Chﬂstaan)
were faced by large mumbers
of non-English speaking: none

-indigenous pone Chrislian chil-

There .had been a stéady-

trickle — in some plices almost,
“— of non-white un*-

a downpour — of n
migrants, but;these were Eng-
lish~speaking, ‘and, mostly, Chris
tian : these being from the West

Indies -and some f{rom - Africa.

But the upheavals in -Uganda
causeg the flood-
gates to cpen - and the school
systern in certain parts of the
couni.y - to be almost swamped
by the inability to cope with the
needs and demands of these
children, -~~~ - 7 .
" As a ‘Remedial’ teacher in
inner Ring Birmingham 1 wasg
i the front line of dealing with
thege children. I was taken from
my normal ‘duties — helping

those children who had learning -
difliculties due to - retardation/ .

low intelligence/medical prob-
lems/loss of schooling/or speci-
fic reading problems, and faced
with the awesome task. of teach
ing six non~-WASC ‘children, with
nt. krglish ‘at all, 'a basis of

) survival . English* (the lowest™

level of English loh which they
colld survive in .the. class-
rooms)} ¢ be able to under-

- stand and comumunicate in. a to~
tally alien climate,

conditions
and language. SR
All without aid or assistance
for none existed at that -time,
And 1 was not alone ; through
~out the country teachers were
facing the same problems at the
same time and frying various
methods and techniques to see
J{ they would work with these
children. We were teaching

“khind ; but with the aid of com=

munal correspondence, of -the
exchange and interaction of
variols  groups,.and with the
determination of the teachers
involved, methods were slowly
solidifying and" hecoming more
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obviois, so that, in time, teach=

-ers all over the country would
.be able to t{ap into the fund of
-knowledge built up by the early
groups and see where to start
~— and how to teach — as the

flow of non~WASC children in-
creased: from Pakistan India
.Over the past twenly years,
obviously, the teaching methods
teacher nmumbers and problems

non-WASC present to the edu-

"have
to.
and conquered. Where :essential
help is necessary it is provided,
and where the problems of se-
parate assemblies, separate tea«

cation- system as a whole

- ching of religious tracts and the

presentation of special foods at

meaitimes has heen needed, -1t

1...: been available. - o .
No longer is there any ques-

< tioning of whether or not a per-
son should not be eating — the .

dates of Ramadan -are- clearly:
marked in all: Educational dia--

ries and the needs of Hindus,

Muslims. Buddhists, as well as
Jews and others are well-known

- and taught in the Training Col-1

leges of our cducation system.’
In areas where there are large
concentrationS of non-WASC
children. or children of West In-
dian extraction - special ‘units
have been developed -with the
single purpose of helping chil-
gdren and teachers alike over-

themselves in the classroom, A<
Wwell as taking the children out
of the classroom situation for.
gheciatised tuition' in aspects of
English that ‘ordinary’ teacherd

. mav not- find time to teach

‘whilst” dealing with the other
thirty o¢r so. children in ﬂ_IEiI:

. gare, .-

~ All of this is the resulf of

- years of develonment and trial

and error in seeing the host me-
thod: 6f utilising the additional
§kills that gomé teachers have
and the abilities they possess.
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