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‘The im

The intensive endeavour being made in
further the present level of
'Those developed countries

are making facilities and finan,
available to

cial assistance
scholars and researcher gener
ously. They are offering scho-
larship and job opportunities
to students from Asian Afri.
can and South American coun-
tries. English being the me.
dium of their education and
1esearch, students from cven
non.English speaking countrics
where English is civen due im-
portance and i1s taught in their
schools, colleges and universi.
ties as a second language.
quickly become capable of
participating in the research in
those developed countries with,
out much language problem.
Thus the developed countries
have established so many high-
ly powerful education awd re
search centres in hundreds of
subjects in their countries that
research findings are coming

out in the market in the form
of books or as arricles in Jour
nals with newer ideas an:d tech
nologies on hundreds of sub-
Jects. The higher class students
in the non-Enclish spesking
countries whece Englisn s
taught as a second langunge
with care can henefit

lished and are available in the
market,
those countries which have
never taught or have discarded
Englishy from the curricul:z
need to wait for someone 10
translate those books and jour.
nals in their own vernaculars
for them. The result of :he
latter policy is just lige evve

tion of a2 high wall betveen
their students and the mmn

flow-iine of knowledge This is

goihg to happen in our coun
try. It should be critically,

carefully and thoroughly exa-

nined by our experts on edu.

cation in general and parricu-

larly by those who have been
entrusted with the task of for,
mulating the education policy

for the country, Forcing aar
siudents to learn Bangla (ermi.
nology instead cof internationu).
Iy accepted English termincio
¥ 18 another hurdle on tha
way of their consulting Eng.
lish reference buooks nd in oo

ing higher studies in the deve

lﬂM countries.

For mstorical reason, Fnhe.
iish i3 Widl‘.‘iy’ spoken and oo
m al! the continents and s
18 influence on regions where
it *s =ven not the orincipal
spoken languape. Fnolish i
stcond to only Chinese in iss,
pect of the number 3f people
who speak it. Ar the same time
English is either the native or
official language of the peuple
Hving in onefifth arca of 1he
carth’s land surface,

Althoush the itnrernational
Telecommuvaicatior Union has
eccepled taree more languaccs
(French Spanish o7 ¢ Russ unl
in addifion o oy oh, vicoa
elly, it is English which has
nccupied the supreme position
in the communication field of
the world.

The world bas nver 30 13,
guages. put English is the most
growing and infiuemial langu-
age of all of them. Al the be.
ginning of the Nincteenth Cen.
tury, English was the native

language of barely 15 milticn
I<ople, now the number is 329

miilion. More than half of the
world’s scientific technical jour-
nals and ne
ed in
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those books and journals di.
rectly as soon as they ars pub,

But the students of
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vuriegated ang expressive vooa-

bulary of 504000 words. more
than three times its nearest
competitors. '

In th= field of trade and ¢com
merce, communication between
parties of even non-English
speaking countries of Asia, Af.
r.ca, South America and East-
¢rn Europe is almost exclusive-
ly transmitted in English; be
cause English is common to all
of them as second languare.

The people 6f Soviet Union,
who are sclfsufficient in art,
cujture, industry, trade and
cemmerce and science
and technology, learn
English as their principal
second lancuzge. The rich Ja-
panese who are very proud )
thetr  culture  start  studylne
English from Level Seven. Fur.

Iner, there has been 3 mush-

room growth of private English
language schools in all the
‘¢ities and rowns of Japan.

Our nearest neighbouring

country Indra, whicr is ungues.
nionably much”abead of us my

imany areas, huas stil] vetained
Englith in its schools, cullezes
and universities. Indial, after in-.
Cependence. declared ‘Hindi as

ns first nationad language but
In :he same rule it was provi
ded that English wowuld conti-
nue as ap officia] language un,
til 1965. And again in 1967 hy

the English Language Amend-

ment Bill, English was proc-
laimed as an alternative or as
an Associate Language with
Hindi.

In the answer to the qucstion,
as 1o why business of SAARC,
an orzanisation comprising our
nearest neighbourinz countries
has to be processessed in Eng.
lish,is critically examined in the
conlext of our younger genera-
tion’s attitude towards REnelish,
it wil not take much time to
el a sense of direction in this
respect for our nation,

Th: selection of Enclish as
the only medium of SAARC ir
not 1 whim., Every SAARC
country speaks a language diffe-
rent from the others. So all the
member countries had to look
for a langnage which is under.
stood by the representatives of
ach country and it does not
‘uke a long time to find thar

the rejuired language is En.
elish. Thesz circomstances DPIce
vail in i the internatipnal fo-
vums [ which ¥Fnelish Is nee
vipted as the principal medium
of communication,

Stxe itz inception our pre-
el education syslem, has been
an Enghish.oriented one. Qur
present education systemn wad
touaded by the British, In the
meartime, through this system,
we have had a gbod number of
ritucated people in gur society;

man of whem are hichiy qua,
Iified persons. ‘They have been
vducated in English wmbfluenced
medivny  altonsy  with RNangla,
Many 7 themn o spred=hic v in
their respective  disdiplines,
Thev are quite competent in
assinilating materials of our

mterest  from  English  books
Ao journals either on eeneral
Or on t-inica) subjects which
are published In furee numvhers
and on hundreds of subjects,

Our sf:h-:!ars are capable of
prepanng icading materials tak.
1.g help from those maierials,

tor our young students. So we |
have reasons to be proud that |
we need not bring any Epglish H-

speaking teachers evep For our

highest educational insticutions.
But, God forbid, if
Stalemate in the edv

and o

“have been . ignoring

L
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batches of teachers are retired
in due course, the dav is im.
minent when we will have few
teachers of science and techno-
logy. This means that our pre-
sent education policy is a per.
verted one and is gradually ta-
king the nation backward. This
policy is bound to eripple the
nation in the long run, unless
it is revised,

We can guess that within a
period of about two decades or
so the present day technologes
will be replaced by even newer
ones and this process of change
wiil continue. Unless our pre
sent higher educated students
have good command of the En.
glish language we cannot expect
our pation 1o keep pace with
the fast poce of develupment
of science and technology.

The recently adopted policy
that al} the office work of our
counttry will be done ounly in
Bangla does spell out the pert-
nent question how to effect an
cvernight, shifting from En-
glish to Bangla. Even nothing

is said about learning Fnglish
vponn which our present edu.
cation system was founded and
developed through a centwy.
Traditionally, the general aim
of our studenis going to edu-
cational institutions is to pet

into the Government service.
‘When they come to know that
office work will be done in
Bangla, they normally find little
reason to study Eneglish unless
they are briefed about the
other reasons for studying En-
glish.

.In view of the wrong policy
of the Government, manv of
our younger generation
English
since 1971. During this period
they have completed their aca.
demic carcer without learning
much. Most of them are now
unable to understand the con.
lents of reference books, ma-
gazines and j Is written in
English. Thus their knowledge
is very limited although they
have obtained the highest de-
gree [rom our universiity. In
pursuing our prescribed educes
tion policy, the majority of our
students learnt only Bangla ter-
minology. When these students
go to study Medicine or Eng.
gineering scicnce they need tn
follow books in English which
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the mo st developed countries of the West to improve stiil
science and technology in an encouraging phenomenon for the whole world.

become wvery difficult for
them to understand. Again,
when they are sent out to deve.
loped countries for higher stu.
dies they fail to follow their
classes which are conducted
only in English. As a result
many of them are returning to
the country without co..apleting
their course of M 8. or Ph. D.
etc. .

Bangla Academy has been en.
trusied with the task of trans-
lating the essential text-books
for higher classes into Bangla.
While the attempt icoks to be
@ very en-uuraging one in the
field cf .- “ ication, the fallowing
relevant =oints should have

teen foreseen, beiore any fur
ther harm s done to our stu.
dent  community,  particularly
by those who arg at the helm

of educational affozrs of the
country-
1. Transtated toxts cannot

always be cxactly the same as
criginal, 2. How many books
of how many writers can be
translated by us ocut of millions
on hundreds of subjects? 3.
Do we have enough cormpetent
trapslators available to do this
job who would be ready to
leave their present occupation
and take up this job? 4 it is
gllegad thar most of our learns
ed scholars and teachers are
less interested in undertaking
translation as a profession. 5.

Translation performmance under
government contract cannot be
satisfactory. 6. By the time
the translated books will be
finally available on any sub.
Ject more updated books by
new writers will come to the
market and the translated
books will be absolate. 7. The

rumber of buvers -f those
books are limited. ¢ ftue to
pocr market sitze th  sublica-

tion of books in Ba..zla for
higher education is not com-
mercially viable.

The innocent students com
imunity should not be ziven a
{alse hope. If Bangla Academy
Is not sure that they can tneet
the requirement of books for
appropriate education required
by our student commupity io
competition with our rrichoc -
ing countries at leas: in Ll
tlisciplines, thev shou'.t hy
caough to make it ¢les o
nation.




