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/EDUCATION PRIORITIES

/ There has been no shorlages of debales for

identifying one single- factor which .dwarfs all
‘others in explaimng the . state .of.our
underdevelopment and poverty. Many theeriz,ed
that overpopulation was that faclor, whilst olhers

* {thought lack of good leadership was responsible
-and so on-and on. But at the end of this seemingly

" endless. debale what yields supremely is that -
education holds lhe key: to our all round natienal

, jadvancement. * X

" Educate th_e people and_ -'_[erlility' = will
automatically drop. In every place it was_wiilnessed
(hat there was "a correlationship between

-population decline and education. -The more

-uneducated people wWere, the less they tended to

- listen to pc;pulatien control! advices. Agricultural
development is “al ‘the forefront of our concern.

- Here too, signilicant progress can be-made and . |
sustained through more and more dissemination

“of agriculture related education. Industrlatization
is another vital national objective for-us. In order -
to achieve this objective also, we need an educaied

_ industrial work- force. In' sum, il is e*{ut,mely-
dlfficult to conceive any area of activily where we

lilliterates in the pepuh{ien al their present - sfate.-

..ol ignorance. . -

- More and more, the realization is deepmmq,
thatl the magic - wand which promises to, fullill alt
our national aspirations at the earlies( ) involves
bringing the light ol learning to lhe- greatest

- nymber of our people at the soonesl. We are now
witnessing the phase of the emphasis on pritnary

. education and some lileracy campaigns. Bul

"allocations for literacy campaigns are still not

| subslantial compared to need. The emphasis on

. primary education is no doubt fine bul what we

.also need to do desperately right away. is make an

atternpt for eradication of illiteracy as eonmielely: .

as p0551b1e Given the delermination, it should not -
be too difficult to mobilize funds through revising.
-budget pricrities in order to make an all ou[ altack /
_on illiteracy. .-
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{: everywhere proved that more the population of a -
1i countty became literale and educated the greater

r allocations. for education should not be overlooked

_. corresponding returns. This line of- *{hmki'nif-a'iem

_ For even seveniy per cent realization of it may be 2

; eradicalion programmes all to elearly suggest that |

- largel of education for all by the year 2000 will .

- can progress keeping the present huge number of * | remhain very largely unfulfilled. The oulcome can

: -; significantly greater resoyrces, work and planning

|

- dwereiﬁeation of our education. Facllities for
{-practical education should be provided very widely
|4 or such facililies created where none exist at the

1 eneouraged This is an absolute precondition for
] successfully aitraciing foreign investments .

1

-4 in intumedlaie and higher prdUClIOH N processes.’
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[ "The- addilional monles spent on edueaimn -
! she 1d not be- looked upon as expended on
something felching no immediate returns but- as |
long term investmenls in the -economy. The
rhistory of economic developmenl almos( -

. 'was their resaurcefulness and predueliww inn the
- economic sense. So, suggestions [or yet higher

due to demands [rom other sectors or the
‘contention that more spendings on edueaiiun
‘mean aslotal- one way sacrifice with ne

ecthomically;tnsénsible And considered : as such..,

« For any accomplishment the first requirement
is'the. selting ol a target"and then (o go all out for °
the attainment of the samie. It does not then ﬁuauer -
if the target is not realized one hundred per cent.

~construed as’ ample or, satisfactory: In a way, we
" have set a target to make literate all in Bangladesh
by the year 2000. But.the state of various Mliteracy -

‘reaching -this goal is impractical and the overall

be very- different if we are prepared to commit

‘lowards. realization -of this target. as fully as .
- posstble within the stated time frame. -

" Apart [rom meeting education needs.
1 quantitatively there is an equally pressing need lo -
Lallocate more for qualitative upgradation and

»w

momentl. Mulli-faceled vocational or skill
generatmg educalion should be systematically

. because for_e:gn investors like 1o come to places
" where they can lind good reservoirs of somewhal
educated and skilied people needed for abserplien -
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