The Bangladesh Times

i i
R F

AT ie present government under Begum Khaleda Zia
" . _has lately introduced a new element in- our
' secondary level education in schools the positive
“offects of which are likely to be far reaching in the
jong run. Agriculture science education has been
made a compulsory subject in secondary schools
- from the sixth to the tenth grade. The effects of the-
introduction of agricultural education in the

* school curricula will- not show up immediately. .

. But the country is likely to reap the benefits of this

" most thoughtful introduction of a new discipline
in the schools some years
batches of youngsters will have passed ‘out irom .
high schools with adequate knowledge of
agriculture and agro-production techniques. -+ -
Despite all kinds of attempts to diversify the

- economy, even after nearly a quarter century ol

" jndependence agriculture continues to be the

- mainstay of our economy. The lion’s share of the

GDP still comes from agriculture and with
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the fate of the overwhelming majority of the
people of the country. Bangladesh has no doubt
made some significant advances in its agriculture
manifest from 1ts growing ample rice. lo be able 1o
feed its population almost entirely. Bul the gamul
of agricultural activities do not constituie only
rice production and apart from cereal production,
iri the other wide fields of agriculture, ranging
from dairies-poultries to piscicullure; we® have
hardly realized our {u ‘
| this overall less than the desired’ level ol
i performance in agriculture is a knowledge gap in-
modern methods of production. Raising of cattle: ;
_: fgrowing of fish, raising chickens and hens, elc.:are
ok

all mostly done in the traditional methods or left
!* otherwise motivated young people feel reluctant io

|

produﬁtion of meat, fish, pulses and other edibles -
derived mainly from farming communities, we are
lagging behind substantiaily. The per capila

almost wholly-to nature with the result that in the
country and lately the government has been trying
hard to motivate unemployed people, specially the
youth, to take up agro-oriented. small schemes
which would both create sell-employment and
hé_lp"_reduce-'the protein gaps. Bul these moves are
perhaps not producing the anticipaled response
give these schemes a try out of a feeling of lack of

sufficient -basic_knowledge to run these agro-
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from péw when several .-

" upswings or downswings of agriculture are linked "

1l potential. The reasons for

consumption of protein is not satisfactory in the

and here again the problem is thal mosl of the -

confidence. They feel that they simply do not have -
—
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™ oriented schemes. It is precisely this problem of
-?ins'ufficient'knnwledge+0f modern agriculture.
«jwhich ‘thesintroduction of agriculture’ science at |
| tsecondary level of education aims to solve. )
' © In our circumstance$ of worsening unemployment
1. and. the presence of a large number of peoplé not
| finding jobs although they possess high universily
degrees, the attraction of higher educalion is.
already beginning to dim among the rank and file
of- our youngsters. This trend is nothing to be’
-regreited. Even in developed countries it is neither
11t "desirable nor possible io accominodate too many
i1 people in institutions of higher learning and for a
very large number of young people’ in those
couritries education pursuits may end at secondary
or higher secondary stages. Subsequently they
" simply enter the job markets equipped with their
intermediate range knowledge and skills in
“different technologies and trades. Such a path is
also the practical necessity in our country and
_many young people in Bangladesh aiter passing
oul. [rorh schools and colleges will appreciate the
t value of the agriculture science coursc they have
‘had and in not- uselessly wasling their time
chasing jobs but in setting up gainful. agro-
‘enierprises basing on the knowledge they have
acquired on agricullure. - ‘ g
} Introduction of agriculture science in school texts
has been.only the first step. It has become ]
} tmperalive to introduce in schools and colleges | .
compulsorily -other practical courses such as
compuier science, basic eleclronics, basic
| engineering, étc. which can equip our young
learner with the ability to earn a lving
" subsequently from what they learn at schools and
__colleges. .. o
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