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The United Nations was
esiablished In the aflter-
malh of a devastaling war to
help stabilize international

relatlons and give peace a
"more secure [ouindation.

Amid the threat of nu-
clear war and seemingly
enclless regional conllicts,
peace-keeping has become

.an overriding concern of the
United Nations. In the pro-

cess, Lhe activilies of blue-
helimeted peacekeepers.have
emcerged as the moslt visible
role assoclialed with the
world organization.

- The United Nalions how-
ever, is much more than a

peacekeeper and forum lor
conllicl resolution.

Ofien
without ailtracling atlen-
tion, the United Nations
and its family of a agencies
re engaged in @ vast array
ork thal touches very
¢l ol the people's lives
:_:_ rm world.
Lurvival and de-
Environmenial
ﬁqimn:ﬂ:. Human rights.
Health and medical re-
“search. b:mim:ﬂ: of
poverly and economic de-
velopment. Agricultural de-
velopmeni and lisheries.
Education. Family plan-
ning Emergency and disas-
ler relief. Air and sea travel,
Peacelul uses ol atomic en-
ergy. Labour and workers
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righis. The list goes on.

Here, in brief, is a sam-
pling of what {he United
Nations organizations have
accomplished since 1945
when the world organiza
tion was [ounded.

Maintaining peace and
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"The United Zmion-m at mc

than 35 ﬁmmnpﬁmmﬁ_:n lorces

ancd observer mijssions, the
United Nalions has been
able to restore calm (o allow
ihe negotiating process 1o go
forward while saving mil-
lions of people from becom-
Ing casualties of conllicts.
There are presenily 16 ac-
Live peacekeeping forces in
operation. |
Making peace —S5ince
1945, the Unlled Nalions
has been credited with ne-
goliating 172 peaceny set

{lemenis that have enced
Recent .

regional conflicts.
cases include an end to the
Iran-lraq war, the with-
drawal of Soviet (roops
from Afghanistan, and an
end lo the civil war In El
Salvador. The Uniled Na-
tions has has used quiel
diplomacy to avert over 80
imminent wars, ]

Promoting democracy —
The United Nations has en-,

abled . people in over 45
countlries (o parlicipale in
free and fair elections.. in-
cluding those held in Cam-
bodia, Namibia. El Sal-
vador, Eritrea, Mozam-

higue, Nicaragua and Souih

Alrica. It .has provided
electoral advice assistance
and Monitoring ol resulls,
Promoting development
—The UN system has de-
vorted more attention and
re~ources (o the promaotion
ol the development of huo
man skills and potentiols
thian any other external as-

annual disbursements, in
cluding loans and grants,

—amount io mote than %10

billion The - UN Develop-
menl Programme {(UNDD) in
close cooperation with over
170 Member States and
other UN agencies, designs
and implements projects for
agriculture industry educa-
tion and the environment.
it supports more than 5,000
projects with a budgit ol
$ 1.3 billion, It is the largest

mnltilateral source of grant
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development  assistance.
‘The World Bank. at the fore-
frant in mohilizing support
f[or developing countries
worldwide, has along .
loaned $333 billion for de-
velopment projecls since
1946 UNICEF spends more
than $800 million a year
primarily on immuniza-
tion. health carve, nutrilion

and basic education in 138

countries,

- Promoting Human nﬁrﬁ
—Since adopting the Uni-
versal Declaration of Hu-
man Righils in 1948,
United Natlions has helped
enact more than 80 com-
prehensive agreements on
political. civil, economic,
social and culiural rights.
By investigating individunl
complaints of human righis
abuses, the UN Human
Rights Commisston has [o-

sistance effort. The s .___:...:.:_r \\ﬂ:wma world attention on

the

. cases of torture, disppear-

ance, and arbilrary deten-
lion and has generated in-
ternational pressure 1o be
brought on governtnents {o
improve their human rights
records.

Protecting the Environ-
men

. has played a vital role in

fashioning a global pro-

- gramme designéd lo protect .

the environmenl.. The
"Earth Summit,” the UN
Conlerence, on Environ-

ment and Developnient held

In Rio de Janerio in 1992,
restutited in treaties on bio-
diversily and climate

change, and ail couniries
. adopted
"hlueprint to promole sus-
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tainable development or {he
-~ _concepl.ol economic growth
while prolectling natural re-
SOUICes.

Preventing nuclear pro-
liferation —The United Na-
tions through the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy

F

Agency, has helped Mini-

mize the threat of a nuclear
war by inspecting nuclear
reactiors in 90 countries Lo
ensure that nuclear malte-
rials are not cdiverted. for
military purposes,

Promoting self :-deter-
mination and independence

The United Nalions has
played a pivotal role in
bringing aboutl indepen-
dence in 80 countries that
are now among its Member
Suies.

Strengthening interna-

tional law —Over 300 inter-
nalional treaties on topices
as varied as human rights

cconventions lo agreements

an the use of outer space and
scabed. have been enactled
{through the ellorts of the
United Nalions

Hading down judicial
settlements of major inter-
national disputes —DBy giv-

ing judgemenis and advie

sory opinions the Interna-
tional Court of Justice has

helped settle international

disputes involving 'territo-
rial issues, non-interler-

- ente in the international af-

fairs of stales diplomatic re-
Iations hoslage-taking. the

[ight ol asylum Yights. of

passage .and
rights.

Ending nﬁpnn#nmn in
South Africa —By Imposing
measures ranging {rom an
arins mnﬂ_umqnm lo-a conven-
tion against segragated
m_uclw.zm events. the United
Nations was.a miajor factor
in bringing about the
downflall of the apartheid
system, which the General
Assembly called "a crime
agalnst humanity.” ERlec-
tions were held in April
1994 in which all South
Alricans- were allowed 1o
participale on an equal ba-
sis, followed by the eslab-
lishment of a majority gov-
ernment.

Providing humanitarian
aid to victims of conflict - -
More ' than - 30 million

economic

. T ol “opinhk - -

o jm_ll.l. b

.or perseculion have received

aid from the UN High Com-
missioner for Refugees since
1951 In a conlinuing eflort

coordinated by the United

‘Nalions that olten involves

aolther .agencies. There are
more t(han .19 million
refugees, primarily women
and children who are re-
ceiving lood, sheller, medi-
cal aid, education and
repatriation assistance.
Aiding Palestinian
refugees —Since 1950, the
United Nations Reliel and

‘Works Agency (UNRWA) has
suslained four generalions
of Palestinians- with

free
schooling, essentjal heallh

care, reliel assistance and

‘key social services virltually

wilhout interruptlion. There

are 2.9 million relugees in

:E Middle East served U%_
LUINRWA, . +

.P:nﬁmﬁnm chronic
hunger and rural poverty in
developing countries —7The
International Fund for
Agricullural Development
HFAD) has developed a sys-
teny of providing credit,
often in very small amountls
[or the poorest and most
marginalised groups that
has benefitted over 230
million people in nearly
100 developing countries.

Focusing on African de-

. velopment —For the United

Nations, Alrica contnues (o
be the highest priority. In
1986, the United Nations

convened a special session
~to drum up international

refugees fleeing war, famine

support __,E. Alrican eco-

nomic recovery and dev
opment,
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